Dear Parent or Guardian,

At Neilston Primary we want to give our children as rich a variety of learning opportunities as possible. One of the ways of doing this is to encourage the use of computer equipment, education network, Internet and mobile technologies (Information and Communication Technology).

The council has a single connection to the Internet for schools and maintains the systems, which prevent pupils from having access to unsuitable material. These precautions usually ensure that the children are not exposed to controversial material but no system can guarantee 100% protection. We therefore stress the importance of using the network and Internet safely and as a school, ensure Internet access is supervised. We discuss with the children network etiquette principles and how to manage the increasing use of mobile technologies before they are given access. These rules for acceptable use are attached. Any student who breaks these rules may not be allowed to use ICT in future. 

We feel that it is essential that our pupils have the opportunity to experience these new technologies and to develop the searching, sorting and filtering skills that are likely to be part of everyday life.

Please sign the attached form and return it to me. If your child is old enough, he/she should sign the pupil section. (We suggest that children from P4 upwards will be old enough to understand the rules but individual children will vary.)

If you have any questions about this please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours faithfully
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Neilston Primary School

Acceptable Information and Communications Technology User Agreement

All computer and Internet use is supervised. Use of mobile technologies will be with agreement of the school. When pupils are allowed to use ICT they will be expected to follow these rules.

While using ICT at Neilston Primary School:

1. I will use the computer for educational activities

2. I will not try to visit Internet sites which might have offensive material.

3. I will inform staff if I find any inappropriate material on a computer I am using.

4. I will attempt to access files belonging to others.

5. I will not reveal the personal details of myself, or others e.g. passwords, phone numbers or addresses. 

6. I will not use any computer in such a way that would disrupt the computer use of others.

7. I will not interfere with any computer security measures the school may have in place.

8. I will not use a mobile phone within the school grounds.

9. I will not send inappropriate text, sound or visual material.

10. I will respect others’ rights to privacy and only take photographs, sound recordings or videos with their permission.

11. I will respect copyright and not use anything I download without the approval of a member of staff.
Users should be aware that monitoring and random checks are made on all ICT messages sent and received.
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Neilston Primary School

Acceptable Information and Communications Technology User Agreement

PARENT

As the parent of _________________________________ I have read the rules for Aceeptable Information and Communications Technology Use and understand that these rules apply when child is using any ICT in school.

I have gone through the rules with my child and explained their importance and the consequences of breaking the rules.

I understand that

· Computers and Internet access at Neilston Primary School are provided for educational purposes only.

· Neilston Primary School will follow ERC guidelines on the safe use of the Internet , Electronic Communications and Mobile Technologies.

