Mearns Castle High School
Minutes of Parent Council Meeting
Date: Monday 4 February 2019
Present:  S Pryce (Chair), D Smith (Head Teacher), A Beattie (Secretary), L Donaldson, E Jones, P McAtear E Morrison, I Phillips, A Rose, J Scott, J Thomson, J Wong
Apologies: K Vallance (Vice chair), Cllr C Bamforth, Cllr Grant, Cllr Swift, A Blair, C Dearie, E Ferguson, E Gray, S Hussain
1. Minutes of Last Meeting accepted on the proposal of A Rose and seconded by 
J Wong
2. Matters Arising: 
· Purchase of Gym Equipment – the PTA agreed to fund the purchase of two rowing machines instead of one rowing machine and one air bike, as per request from K Gibson, PT PE.
· Purchase of French Dictionaries – the PTA agreed to fund the purchase of 220 French dictionaries, for the new S1 pupil intake in August 2019, at a discounted price from Kelvin Books of £5.50 per dictionary.
3. Correspondence: 
· Draft Local Authority Improvement Plan 2019-2022 – see Head Teacher’s Report
4. Head Teacher’s Report
· Tackling the School Run ERC – For the last few months East Renfrewshire Council Roads & Transportation Department have been collecting information on school travel in the area and how streets and spaces nearby schools are being used during ‘the school run’. This is to assist developing long term plans on how we invite more walking and cycling, while discouraging car use, to help create safer and healthier school streets. A key part of this work is how we engage with schools, stakeholders and the community moving forward.ERC would therefore like to invite you to one of a series of workshops planned during February to help shape future engagement efforts. Information regarding the workshops will be posted on the school website.  A link to the post will be emailed to parents/carers.
· Draft Local Authority Improvement Plan 2019-2022 – will be posted on school website.  A link to the post will be emailed to parents/carers
· Raising S4 SQA Attainment – following the S4 Prelims D Smith shared data regarding the tracking of S4 attainment in preparation for the SQA exams.  He will share similar data on S5/S6 pupils, who complete their Prelims on 7 February, at the next Parent Council meeting.
· Equalities – S Sorley, DHT, will attend the next Parent Council meeting to discuss the work of the school regarding Equalities issues.  

· Student Teachers – S Sorley, DHT, will attend the next Parent Council meeting to discuss Student Teachers’ experiences in Mearns Castle High School.
5. Finance Update:
· A Rose confirmed a Bank Balance of £4381.00
· PTA agreed to fund equipment for the school gym - £888 x 2 Rowing Machines = £1776.00
· S1 French Dictionaries – £5.50 x 220 = £1210.00
6. PTA Update:
· Discussion took place regarding raising the profile of the PTA by highlighting how funds are used.  It was suggested that labels saying ‘funded by the PTA’ be inserted into the French dictionaries. K Gibson has suggested a photo shoot when the new gym equipment is delivered.  The work of the PTA will then be published in the Parent Newsletter.
· Fund Raising Suggestions – in addition to PTA Quiz night, discussion took place regarding the possibility of another annual event taking place to raise funds. Council members will think of potential fundraising ideas to bring to the next meeting. 
7. AOB:
· Prelim Exam Papers - S Pryce asked if the Prelim Exam papers were set by the SQA or the school.  D Smith confirmed that they are set by the school.

· Date of next meetings - 18 March 2019 and 13 May 2019
