
 

Mearns Primary Parent Council (MPPC)   

Minutes 

13 November 2017  

(6.45pm at MPS premises) 

Meeting of Mearns Primary Parent Council  

Held on Monday 13 November 2017 

Present Adrian Carragher (MPPC Chair parent P5, P7), Zhada Robertson (Clerk, parent 
P2, P5), Sharon Hunter (HT), Denise Donnelly (DHT), Claire Noble (DHT),  
Angela O'Connor (Acting DHT), Cheryl Blair (MPPC Vice Chair, parent P7), 
Bally Dosanjh-Bhatti (parent P2 and P7), Kavi Kumar (parent Nursery and P5), 
Mahtab Farid (MPPC Vice Chair parent P1) and Roz Horne (parent / P4, P7), 
 
 

Item Discussed  Actions 

Welcome and 
Introduction. 

The Chair (Adrian) welcomed all attendees to the first 
meeting of new Mearns Primary Parent Council elected for 
2017-2018meeting. 

 

 

Minutes of previous 
meeting  

 

The minutes of the AGM of 5 September 2017 were agreed 
without amendment.  Proposed by Zhada Robertson and was 
seconded by Cheryl Blair. 

 

Headteacher's report 
 
HT (Miss Hunter) provided an overview of the following areas 
of work that the school has been actively involved in since 
the start of the school term: 
 
Renewal of the school’s values through school consultation 
and staff involvement.  HT thanked parents for their 
involvement in this area of work. She informed the parent 
council of the school’s plan to promote one value for each 
month, through discussion, in order to raise awareness 
across the school. 
 
The development of the leadership roles throughout the 
school.  Parental involvement in this work was also 
appreciated.  HT noted that each class decided on the 
method for choosing their leaders and overall the result was 
positive.  She added that some feedback regarding the 
different processes adopted have been considered and this 
will be taken into account when planning for the appointment 
of next year’s leaders. 
 
Use of online questionnaires taken by pupils at this month’s 
parents evenings.  It was envisaged that this method would 
be used on a regular basis to gather parental views and 
information on a variety of issues. 
 
 

HT to send out 
more 
information on 
this to all 
parents. 



 
Staff-led working groups (e.g. developing and improving the 
curriculum, literacy resources, pedagogy).  
 
The introduction of a House system at the school where each 
house is named after a tree/street name (e.g. poplar, beech, 
maple etc).  Siblings would be in the same house and 
compete for points through increased teamwork.  Progress of 
houses will be reported to parents throughout the year. 
 
Spending of 2017-18 Pupil Equity Fund allocation was used 
to appoint a number of teaching posts across the years, 
including a pupil support assistant and a child development 
officer. 
 
The work involving the school’s Treehouse nurturing facility, 
including the forthcoming Treehouse Café, which will enable 
children requiring extra support to work together to prepare 
an afternoon tea for their parents/carers and to attend a 6-
week block of post-school workshops. 
 
Forthcoming events: All Around the World on 30 Nov and the 
school panto - can be found on the new parental calendar 
(https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/er/Mearns/files/2017/10/Pa
rental-Engagement-Calendar-17-18.pdf).  
 
The parent council noted the importance of ensuring that as 
many events take place during the evening, taking into 
account working parents and the difficulty to attend events 
earlier in the day.  HT reassure the parent council that she 
and her senior management team have taken this into 
account throughout the planning of events. 
 
HT noted that an ASN (Additional Support Needs) information 
evening is due to be held on 27 November for parents. Mrs 
Donnelly that this information session has been planned to 
build on the involvement Mearns Primary has had with the 
Equalities Forum. 

 

Matters arising 
The Parent Council raised the concerns of several parents 
about the procedures for communicating certain one-off 
incidents that happen during the school day (e.g. medical 
concerns, teacher departures and ASN).  HT noted the 
concerns raised and assured parents of her commitment to 
keeping parents, guardians and carers informed of incidents 
as and when these arise. 
 

The Parent Council also raised the concerns of some parents 
relating to regular events (e.g. limited notice when requesting 
costumes for pupils for events such as assemblies).  HT 
noted that this would be communicated to her staff, ensuring 
that as much notice, where possible, is given. 
 
HT and her senior team recognised the concerns of parents 
about the timing of issue of school reports.  However due to 
the 2017-18 school calendar being already negotiated with 
trade unions, any change in the current year was not 
possible.  HT was keen to address this issue for 2018-2019 
and noted that she would be seeking further feedback from 
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parents with a view to parents receiving pupil progress 
reports in line with parent evenings to take place in 2019.  
The Parent Council welcomed this proposal. 
 
The Parent Council sought reassurances from the HT and 
her senior team of their commitment to ensure that greater 
awareness of allergies and that this was also reiterated to the 
catering provider for the school.  HT noted that she and her 
team would continue to work closely with the catering 
provider and parents to address the issue of allergies and 
other issues such as the introduction of halal meal options.  
She noted that she would welcome the establishment of a 
parental working group to consider the halal meal option.  

 

 

 

 

 

Action: Any 
parents 
interested in 
participating in 
the working 
group on school 
meal provision 
to contact the 
school office 

Any other business 
Land redevelopment - MPPC Chair noted that the issue of 
ownership / use of the land opposite the school continued to 
cause concern for parents and proposed that he makes 
contact with ERC, in writing, seeking clarification.  HT 
welcomed this proposal. 
 
Car parking - MPPC Chair noted that this issue was 
continuing to cause widespread concern.  HT agreed that the 
situation is a persistent problem for the school and 
highlighted the various interventions that have already taken 
place (e.g. fines).  Chair agreed to draft an options papers to 
consider what more can be done to eliminate irresponsible 
parking and reckless driving on and around the school 
grounds.  Both the HT and MPPC agreed to invite local 
authority councillors to address this issue at the next 
meeting. 
 
 
The meeting concluded with both the Chair and HT 
welcoming the collaborative approach to develop proposals 
to address issues of mutual concern and the increased 
parental involvement at the school. 

 

Action: MPPC 
Chair to write to 
ERC regarding 
land status 

 

Action: MPPC 
Chair to present 
options paper at 
next MPPC 
meeting and for 
local councillors 
to be invited to 
next meeting. 

Future meeting dates Monday 5 February 2018 

Monday 14 May 2018 

All meetings to take place at MPS at 6.45pm, unless 
otherwise indicated. 

Action: School 
office to ensure 
dates 
communicated 
to parents. 


