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Agenda

Mearns Primary Parent Council (MPPC)

Thursday 18th April 2013

	Meeting of
	Mearns Primary Parent Council 

	Held on
	18 April 2013

	Parent Council membership:
	Linda Clarkson (DHT), 
Karen Cumming (DHT), 

Ann Macbeth (HT), 

Mark McFadyen (Apologies due to family event) 
Iain Clark (Chair), 

Valerie Chisholm (Minutes Clerk),

Cheryl Blair, 
Anastasia McMenemy,

Fiona Hannah,

Hanna Minhas,

Karen Brennan,

John Brennan,

Lesley Jamieson,

Lorraine Hamill,

Rupinder Sandra,

Taylor Stewart

	Item 
	
	

	1
	Welcome and Introduction
	IC

	2
	Minutes and actions of Previous Meeting
	IC

	3
	Correspondence (if any):
	All

	4
	Head teachers report
	AM

	5
	New Business
	All

	6
	Any Other Business (AOB)
	All


Supplement for Section 5 – submitted direct from Parent Forum:

	General Questions
	New Business – Questions from parents
	

	Q: Head Teacher Selection
	Q: What further information will we receive on the new Head Teacher (Note: Mark has written to Catherine to ask for the next steps on engaging with the parent forum and in allowing us to welcome Catherine to the school).

	

	Q: School parking
	Q: What are the planned parking restrictions around the school?  What does this mean for children and parents (inc on the spot fines)?
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Actions from prior meetings

	No.
	Action
	Who
	When

	26.11.12.1
	School Website:

· Add to minutes of prior meetings to the school website

· Confirm that broken links are updated. 
	KC
	Complete

	26.11.12.2
	Minutes to be circulated of the prior meeting from 2nd October once received


	JB
	Complete

	26.11.12.3
	A form has been received which is to be completed with details of all the current members of the PC.  MMcF and VC to complete with PC.
	MMcF / VC
Completed in March 2013
	To be closed

	26.11.12.4
	John Brennan, the outgoing PC Chair, will forward the 2011/12 Annual Report as soon as possible.


	JB
Almost complete
	Feb 2013

	26.11.12.5
	JB to email PC Chairs minutes.

MMcF to put on Agenda for next meeting


	JB
	Complete

	26.11.12.6
	Recruitment and Selection Training Course 

Each Parent Council should have three members who have completed this course during this timescale and are available during the day to sit on a panel.  MMcF / VC and LH have completed the training and are all now up to date.
	MMcF / LH / VC
	Complete

	26.11.12.7
	Coding Computer Programming Club

IM and CS would like to set this up before end of term and see if it’s popular.   Need to confirm both are CVG checked.


	MMcF to raise with CS and IM
	Feb 2013

	26.11.12.8
	Pre Briefing for Parents Evening

The possibility of moving the date of the issue of School Reports and having Parents Night after it is issued was discussed.  This may be possible, but not for the 2012/13 term.  To be kept as a live action for 2013/14 term – needs preparation
	MMcF 

	April 2013

	26.11.12.9
	Paperless communication

This would be a big undertaking to contact everyone to see if they wished to receive paper copies.  It was suggested that it could be phased in starting with new P1s.  Mark will bring this up at the next Parent Council Chairs meeting to see how this is done at other schools.


	MMcF
	May 2013

	20.02.13.1
	Updates to be provided to Parent Forum on Head Teacher selection and outcome, once and if known
	AM / MMcF
	Propose to close
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Minutes of Meeting

	Meeting of
	Mearns Primary Parent Council 

	Held on
	20th February 2013

	Present
	Mark McFadyen (Chair), Iain Clark (Vice Chair), Valerie Chisholm (Minutes Clerk), Linda Clarkson (DHT), Karen Cumming (DHT), Ann Macbeth (HT), Cheryl Blair, Karen Brennan, Lealey Jamieson, Richard Laidlaw, Lorraine Hamill, Angela Thomsom, Andrew McSherry, Carol Heaton.
Apologies: John Brennan

	Item Discussed
	
	

	Welcome and Introduction.
	Mark McFadyen (Chair) welcomed members to the meeting, including 3 new members: Angela Thomson, Richard Laidlaw and Andrew McSherry
	

	Minutes of Previous Meeting
	MMcF reviewed the minutes of the previous meeting and these were approved.

	Karen Cumming to add to school website and Valerie Chisholm to add to folder in school office.

	Correspondence 
	Parent Council Chairs Meeting
MMcF attended this meeting on the 13th February 2013. Items discussed were:
Statistics regarding performance of schools in East Renfrewshire 2011/12.  
Introduction of Sexual Health & Wellbeing

A Guide for Teachers on dealing with Pornography
Parent Council Member Update
A form has been received which is to be completed with details of all the current members of the PC.  This is almost complete, with just a few addresses (including the new members) needed. 
Parent Council Guidance Packs
These were made available for distribution.
Child Protection Training
Head Teacher Ann Macbeth carried out Child Protection Training.  Everyone was given a copy of all that was discussed and signed a register to confirm their participation.


	MMcF/VC


	New Business
	Questions from Parents
Q: What is the process for Head Teacher selection?

Various stages, starting with the application process. 7 people applied and 3 candidates were chosen for interview. Other applicants did not meet essential criteria.  A school visit has been arranged for 5th March at 2pm for a walk round the school and the opportunity to ask questions.  First interviews (Technical) will be 14th March and second interview (Presentation) will be 21st March.
Q: Is there an agreed policy for mobile phones in school?

Mobile phones are not allowed to be on in the classroom. It is not felt that there is a need to ban them. It is covered under the Responsible User Agreement and pupils are aware no photo or video to be taken with phones in the playground. Also to be responsible when texting ie. Cyber bullying. 
	

	Head Teacher’s Report
	School self evaluation programme
Our last focus for the session will look at the curricular area and skills of English Language – talking and listening. Once again we hope to involve a number of teachers and pupils in contributing to the evaluation of learners’ experiences. 

Standardised Testing
This has now been completed for this session.

Burns Supper
This was another excellent event for parents led by P5.

P2 Museum 
This exciting museum event for parents, led by P2 as part of their work in Social Studies, opened last week and will continue until the end of this week.
P4 Screening
Head Teacher, Depute Head Teacher and Class Teacher are meeting over the next few weeks to discuss numeracy and literacy progress and grouping for each P4 pupil. We also consider attitude to learning and health and wellbeing issues.

Forest Schools
The nursery will be having complete outdoor sessions as part of the forest Schools initiative. The purpose of this is to develop skills of problem solving, working as a team, exploring, investigating and extended vocabulary. It also gives children the opportunity these skills in a different context.

Visits Out of School
Many visits out of school are taking place this term. Before Easter, the nursery will visit Greenbank Gardens to look for signs of Spring, P1 are visiting The Avenue to gather information about local shops and services and some children associated with the Learning Centre will visit Edinburgh Zoo. P2 recently went to the People’s Palace to gather information for their Life in the Past topic and P3 visited Glasgow Resource Centre in connection with their Egyptian topic.

Parents’ Evenings
Appointment times are being prepared for March Parents’ Evenings. Prior to these evenings a letter will be sent to parents asking them to highlight any particular area / areas that they wish to discuss. Responses will allow the teacher to make the meetings more focused and ensure parents’ concerns are addressed.

Parent Focus Groups
Once again volunteer parents will meet with HT to give their views about the strengths of the school and areas for development. Points raised will be collated and reported back to parents in the newsletter.

Transition
From now until the end of the session, extended transitions will take place to support individual children.


	

	Any other business
	Karen Brennan asked whether Siobhan McColgan would be coming back to the school.  At the moment it is not clear what will happen.
Mark McFadyen asked about the availability of supply teachers.  They are in very short supply so it is difficult to provide temporary cover.  DHTs have been covering some of the classes.
Mark also asked about school uniform.  A large amount of children are wearing shirt and tie so the response to Dressing for Excellence has been positive. 
School Sports Day was discussed.  This had been stopped due to complications when the weather was bad, however, after a Parent Focus Group this was brought back.  It is done departmentally  – Nursery, P1 & 2, P3, 4 &5 and P6 & 7. Last year’s was a great success.
Mrs McGregor is dealing with a trip for some pupils to visit the new Velodrome.

P7 Standardised Testing has been completed. The Language paper was quite difficult and scores will be moderated.


	

	Date of next meeting
	The next meeting will be held on Thursday 18th February 2013.

Meeting Dates
Monday, 26 November 2012

Wednesday, 20 February 2013

Thursday, 18 April 2013

Thursday, 30 May 2013 


	


Signed as an accurate copy of the approved 

Name
…………………………………………...

Signature 
……………………………………………

Position
……………………………………………

Date

……………………………………………
