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MAY 2016 NEWSLETTER

Dear Parent/Carer
Well done to …
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· Eva Chong P7.28, Lily Rae P7.26, Kiera Welsh P7.26, Arran McDonald P7.25, Jack Sinclair P7.25, Kacper Kielban P6.23 and Charley Houston P6.21 who represented the school at the Scottish Schools’ Cross Country Championships which took place on Saturday, 23 April 2016 at Kirkcaldy High School. 
Thanks to Mrs Alison Chong who acted as school representative on the day and also to the parents who travelled to Kirkcaldy to support their children.
Mrs Chong kindly reported back as follows:
The weather was kind in that it stayed dry, but it was very cold and the children all did very well hanging around for a long time before their races.  They all behaved impeccably and showed great sportsmanship to other competitors and their team mates. 
 
The P7 girls ran first, over a soft and hilly course, and managed well.  Keira Welch ran superbly to come in 19th place, with Eva Chong not far behind her in 24th place. Lily Rae also ran strongly and finished in 32nd place. This gave the team a total of 75 points which unfortunately wasn't quite enough to win them the Team Bronze. They finished in 4th place, 10 points behind Mary Erskine School in third, and only 3 points ahead of St Kenneth’s, East Kilbride in 5th place. Proof that every place for every runner is crucial!
 
The boys were in the last race of the day and coped well with the long wait, as well as having to watch fallers in every single one of the previous boys’ races!  Jack Sinclair ran a very strong race to finish in 33rd position, followed by Charley Houston in 58th and Kaspar Kielban in 67th place. Unfortunately Arran MacDonald, having safely negotiated the first corner where most casualties occurred, was elbowed by another athlete half way round the course and had to pull out. He was running well up to this point.
 
All in all it was a good day and I think all the athletes (and parents) enjoyed themselves. Well done to all who ran.
 
Allie Chong
Congratulations to …

Good Luck to …
· Abbas Khan P, Emma Morrison P, Francesca Bell P and Euan Inglis P who are travelling to Heriot Watt University on 17 May, accompanied by Mr John Rodgers, Acting Principal Teacher, to take part in the National Euroquiz Final.  We wish them every success!
Sports Festivals

Rights Respecting Schools 

During this month and next we will be looking at the following rights:

Article 36: 
You have the right to protection from any kind of exploitation.
Article 37:  
No one is allowed to punish you in a cruel or harmful way. 
Article 38:  
You have the right to protection and freedom from war.
Article 39:
You have the right to help if you have been hurt, neglected or badly treated.
Parking Complaint
We have again received a complaint an elderly local resident (via Customer First) regarding a car

which was parked on zig-zag lines outside her property and blocking her driveway.  This complaint was also logged with the Community Wardens to request that they patrol the area during school traffic periods.  Unfortunately, the driver of the car was “extremely aggressive and abusive” to the resident who was extremely upset by the whole incident.
Pupil Council

The Pupil Council have been researching Curriculum for Excellence and would like to share with you some of the information they have been looking at:

The objective of Curriculum for Excellence is to provide pupils with learning/teaching which is more relevant to the changing world.  It includes a more interactive approach to teaching; a slimmed down curriculum; more cross curricular work; a focus on literacy and numeracy and a modernised qualification.  

There is a recognition that not all learning happens in the classroom; children will be credited for other activities they take part in whether playing sport/music or taking part in activities such as Scouts.
Parent Council

Date of next meeting: 18 May 2016 at 7pm
PTA News
As mentioned in last month’s newsletter, we would like to remind you …
Summer Fayre - Saturday 21 May 12 noon to 3pm

Volunteers are required for helping at our summer fayre.  You do not need a PVG to help at this event.

If you are able to help please contact janet.olverman@ntlworld.com  

We are also looking for Raffle Prizes.  If you would like to donate a prize or have any contacts we might approach please contact Janet Olverman.

PTA Meeting Dates

If anyone is interested in attending our meetings the dates are as follows:

9th May

6th June

They all take place on a Monday evening at 7pm in the P3 corridor staff base and all are welcome to attend.
PVG Checks

Our old Disclosures are now invalid so if anyone wishes to help at discos or other PTA run events they will need to apply for a PVG check.  Forms are available from Carolyn Miller 07800 944117 or carolyn.miller1@yahoo.co.uk  please contact her for further information.

Mearns Primary PTA Facebook Page

Updates and news of all our events are posted on the Mearns Primary PTA Facebook page.  ‘Like us’ and switch on notifications to receive regular updates.
Nursery News
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Groupcall 

Groupcall is now up and running and we hope that you find it helpful.  We have 600 families in the school, 46 of whom we still have no email address for and this means that letters have to be printed off and delivered to the appropriate children, which results in a delay in getting information home.  Please contact the school office (0141 570 7220) or email schoolmail@mearns.e-renfrew.sch.uk to advise us of your email address if you have not already done so.
School Forthcoming Dates
These dates are for information only.  Further details will be sent home in due course.
Monday 2 May

May Day Holiday

Friday 27 May

May Weekend holiday

Monday 30 May
May Weekend holiday

Tuesday 31 May
In-service day (school closed for pupils)

Wednesday 1 June 
Eastwood High School Sports Day – for pupils moving onto EHS

Thursday 2 June
P4 Current Affairs Evening 
Thursday 2 June
Eastwood High School – Induction day for P7 pupils moving onto EHS

Thursday 2 May

P4 Current Affairs Evening

Friday 3 June

Rag Bag Collection (bags to come into school on the morning please)

Tuesday 7 June

Nursery Sports (am)

Tuesday 7 June

P6/P7 Sports (pm)

Wednesday 8 June
Mearns Castle Sports (am) – for P7 pupils moving onto MCHS

Wednesday 8 June
School Show 7pm

Thursday 9 June
Mearns Castle High School – Induction Day 1 for P7 pupils moving onto  MCHS

Thursday 9 June
P2/P3 Sports (am)

Thursday 9 June
P4/P5 Sports (pm)

Thursday 9 June
School Show 7pm 
Friday 10 June

P1 Sports (am)

Friday 10 June

Nursery Sports (pm)

Friday 10 June

Mearns Castle High School – Induction Day 2 for P7 pupils moving onto MCHS

Thursday 16 June
P7 Leavers’ Dance 7pm – 9pm 
Wednesday 22 June
Nursery Graduations (am/pm)
Thursday 23 June
P7 Leavers’ Service 9.30am 

Friday 24 June

School closes at 1pm

Yours sincerely
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Catherine Dillon-Ruddy

Head Teacher

Website: www.ea.e-renfrew.sch.uk
Email: schoolmail@mearns.e-renfrew.sch.uk
Twitter: @Mearns_Primary
EAST RENFREWSHIRE COUNCIL: EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

SCHOOL HOLIDAY ARRANGEMENTS 2017/2018

	TERM


	DATES OF ATTENDANCE

	First
	Teachers return

In-Service

In-Service

Pupils return

Last day of school

September Weekend

September Weekend

Re-open

Last day of school

In-Service 

Re-open

Last day of school


	Monday 14 August 2017

Monday 14 August 2017

Tuesday 15 August 2017

Wednesday 16 August 2017

Thursday 21 September 2017

Friday 22 September 2017

Monday 25 September 2017

Tuesday 26 September 2017

Thursday 12 October 2017
Friday 13 October 2017
Monday 23 October 2017
Wednesday 20 December 2017



	Second
	Re-open

Last day of school

In-Service

Mid Term

Mid Term

Re-open

Last day of school


	Thursday 4 January 2018

Thursday 8 February 2018

Friday 9 February 2018

Monday 12 February 2018

Tuesday 13 February 2018

Wednesday 14 February 2018

Thursday 29 March 2018

	Third
	Re-open

Last day of school

May Day Holiday

Re-open

Last day of school

May Weekend 

May Weekend

In-Service

Re-open
Last day of school


	Monday 16 April 2018

Friday 4 May 2018

Monday 7 May 2018

Tuesday 8 May 2018

Thursday 24 May 2018

Friday 25 May 2018

Monday 28 May 2018

Tuesday 29 May 2018

Wednesday 30 May 2018 

Wednesday 27 June 2018




Good Friday 30 March 2018
Easter Monday 2 April 2018
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