MEARNS PRIMARY SCHOOL

[image: image1.wmf]
MAY 2013 NEWSLETTER

Dear Parent/Carer

As you know, our HMIe Inspection was postponed.  We are waiting for confirmation of the new date, but we have been told this is likely to be in early June.

Our thoughts continue to be with Andrew and his family.  In the early days of Andrew’s illness, Mrs Ferrier, Andrew’s mum had planned to run the Women’s 10K on 12 May to raise money for Yorkhill Hospital where Andrew was a patient.  Mrs Ferrier and two friends will run this race.  There is a sponsorship form at the school office for anyone who would like to make a donation.  

Congratulations to:

· Holly Killin P5.17.  Following her success in the Regional Primary Schools Burns Competition when she was placed first in the P4/P5 singing category, Holly represented the school in the National Primary Schools Festival in Dunfermline.  She enjoyed this experience and gave an excellent performance.
Also, in the Regional Primary Schools Burns Competition, Kirsty Dougall P5.15 came second in the P4/P5 singing category.  Holly and Kirsty both won medals. Erin Boyce P5.16 and Rachel McCutcheon P5.18 received certificates for their performances.

· The following children took part in the SSAA Primary Cross Country Championships at Kirkcaldy High School in April:
Clare Wallace P6.24, Zoe Wilson P6.23, Zoe Jamieson P7.28, Euan Chalmers P6.21,

Jack Bell P7.27, Adam Croke P7.28, Martin McGinness P7.25, Bradley Scott P7.25 and Ruaridh Wong P7.27.

Thanks to Mrs Alison Wallace for officiating on behalf of Mearns Primary on the day!

Clare Wallace was 6th in the P6 Girls’ Event and the P7 Boys’ Team was 10th overall.  Well done!
· School Vision Competition Winners

Children were invited to take part in a competition to design a poster to illustrate part of the new school vision: 

1st
Libby Mair


P1.4

2nd
Charlie McFadyen

P1.3

1st
Tara Menon


P2.8
2nd
Luke Clark


P2.7

1st
Mia Taylor


P3.10

2nd
Abbas Khan


P3.9

1st
Katie Hannah

P4.19

2nd
Jack Verschueren

P4.14

1st
Alessandro Merenage
P5.15

2nd
Craig Smillie


P5.16

1st
Lauren Jolliffe

P6.21

2nd
Innes McMurdo

P6.21

1st 
Kirsteen Burningham
P7.25

2nd
Hafsa Mahmood

P7.27

· Spring Flower Winners – Mearns Horticultural Spring Show
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P1.1

Haiden Ball


3rd Prize

P5.15

Kirsty Dougall

1st Prize

P5.15

Andrew Gorrie

2nd Prize

P5.16

Daniel Wylie


3rd Prize

P6.23

Lucy Hopkins

1st Prize

P6.21

Caitlin Parry


2nd Prize

P6.21

Amy Gillanders

3rd Prize

P7.26

Hannah Shields

1st Prize

P7.26

Kyle Wilson


2nd Prize

P7.26

Pablo Da Silva

3rd Prize
· Encouraging the Reading Habit
Following competitions for Nursery and P1 children (creating a picture book) and P2-P7 children (book reviews), I am pleased to congratulate the following children from nursery and P1:
Nursery:
1st Prize
Pippa Hepburn 
2nd Prize
Jamie Rhicard

P1:

1st Prize
Erin Coubrough
2nd Prize
Maia Wright

P2 – P7 winners will be notified in the near future.

· String Player of the Month

This Award is given to Harry McKay P5.17 for the month of April.  Well done Harry!
· Rotary Quiz
Congratulations to the following pupils who took part in the Barrhead and Eastwood Rotary Clubs Quiz held at Eaglesham Primary School:

Pragna Challapalli

P6.23


Euan Murray

P6.22

Kassim Ahmad

P6.21


Clare Wallace
P6.24

The team were placed 2nd.  Thanks to John Rodgers, P6.21 class teacher, who led this group.  
 Good Luck to …
· Creating Engineers: K’Nex Challenge Glasgow Area Final 2013

One of our teams, Jennifer Cunningham and Beth Clark (both P6.24) will compete in the K’nex Area Final on Tuesday, 21 May 2013.  We wish them luck.

Thanks to Joanna Hall, P7.26 teacher, for working with all pupils who have been involved in the K’nex Cluster Challenge.
· The following four pupils, Jack Bell P7.27, Madeleine Bell P7.27, Iona Ferguson P7.28 and Raafi Mahmood P7.28 will compete in the Maths Challenge at Mearns Castle High School, along with other P7 pupils from Kirkhill, Eaglesham and Calderwood Lodge Primary Schools.
· The following pupils who are taking part in the Carnegie Book Award at Mearns Castle High School this month.  This is a cluster competition where children involved read several books and then attend an event where there is a discussion about the books and a quiz.  Good luck to:
P7.25

Lewis McLachlan

P7.26

Fiona Forster

P7.28

Iona Ferguson

P7.28

Jamie Farquhar

P7.28

Rebecca Carmichael
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Katie Glass

Give Me Cycle Space
East Renfrewshire Council and Cycling Scotland have recently launched a campaign encouraging drivers to slow down, park responsibly and give children cycle space on the road to improve their journey to school.

Staffing

Following a period of illness, Miss Lee resigned from her teaching post.  We are pleased that Susie’s health has improved, however, she decided on a change of career and we wish her well.

Reminder

In the interests of pupil safety, all parents should enter the school building by the main entrance at all times.  There have been a few issues at close of day when parents have entered the building by pupils’ doors at 3pm as pupils were leaving.
School Lunch Menu

East Renfrewshire Council has recently changed the Lunch Menu to a two weekly cycle as opposed to the three weekly cycle that we notified you of recently.

Please note the new dates below.

Week One





Week Two

w/c
29 April




w/c
6 May 


13 May





20 May


27 May





3 June


10 June





17 June


24 June

The menu booklets previously issued should still be referred to for week 1 and week 2, just ignore week 3.
Important Dates
Thurs, 9 May

Sports Day, Kelvinhall (P7 pupils transferring to EHS) 9am – 3pm

Frid, 10 May

Talent Show Auditions begin – lunchtime

Mon, 13 May

Sports Day, Mearns Castle (P7 pupils transferring to MCHS) 




Parents to take pupils to MCHS for 8.45am




Indian Teachers’ visit to Mearns Primary 

Wed, 15 May

Riderz Stunt Team visit P4 – P7

Thur, 16 May

World War II Event – P7 pupils

Fri, 17 May

PTA Discos

Wed, 22 May

MCHS Induction Day (P7 pupils transferring to MCHS)




MCHS Parents’ Evening (P7 pupils transferring to MCHS)




P1 Induction Day (information to follow) 



P4 Malawi Evening (further information to follow)

Thur, 23 May

MCHS Induction Day (P7 pupils transferring to MCHS)




P1 Induction Day (information to follow)

Fri, 24 May

May Weekend Holiday

Mon, 27 May

May Weekend Holiday

Tues, 28 May

In-Service day for staff.  School closed for pupils.
Wed, 29 May

P4 & P5 Sports Day 1.30pm
Thur, 30 May

EHS Induction Day (P7 pupils transferring to EHS)




P1 Induction Day (information to follow)



P2 & P3 Sports Day 1.30pm
Fri, 31 May

EHS Induction Day (P7 pupils transferring to EHS)




P1 Induction Day (information to follow)
Wed, 5 June

School Show 7pm
Thur, 6 June

P1 Sports Event 1.30pm



School Show 7pm
Mon, 10 June

P6 & P7 Sports Event 1.30pm

Tues, 11 June

Nursery Evening Transition Session




Alternative Sports Day

Wed, 12 June

Nursery Sports: 9.15am – 10.15pm



Nursery Sports: 1.30pm – 2.30pm
Fri, 14 June

Talent Show (for pupils during day)

Mon, 17 June

The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe (whole school)




Royal Bank of Scotland ‘We’re in Business Day’ P7 pupils

Thur, 20 June
P7 Leavers’ Dance 7pm – 9pm

Mon, 24 June

Nursery Celebration 9.15am



Nursery Celebration 1.45pm




P6 Bikeability Assessment 9.15am

Tues, 25 June
P7 Leavers’ Assembly 9.30am

Wed, 26 June

School closes 1pm

Yours sincerely

Ann Macbeth

Head Teacher

