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February 2012 NEWSLETTER

Dear Parent/Carer

This week we have started annual Standardised Testing for P3, P5 and P7.  This is a time when children definitely benefit from early bedtimes and a calm start to their day.  We do not put pressure on the children but we want them to achieve their best results.  Results of these tests are shared with parents and next year’s teacher in primary and secondary school.
Congratulations
P5,17 raised £131.17 in the Currency competition as part of British Airways’ Global Charity Programme in partnership with Comic Relief.  Thank you to all families who contributed to this by donating their unwanted foreign currency.  Mearns Primary raised a total of £1,200.31.  P5.17 will visit the British Airways’ Hangar at Glasgow Airport and P6.23 will also have an opportunity to do the same as recognition of their effort in coordinating the currency competition in school.

Events

· ACES

Active Children Eating Smart (ACES) is a new and exciting programme running throughout East Renfrewshire to support children and young people to be a weight that is healthy for them.

[image: image2.wmf]Each week there is a fun and interactive workshop on a different healthy eating topic and tasters of different activities and sports.  Practical cookery sessions are even included as part of the programme and the whole family can join in too!

Bookings are now being taken for the next ACES programme beginning in February 2012.  The ACES programme is completely free to join but you must book a place in advance.

For more information, an informal chat or to book your child a place on ACES please call 0800 027 0291.

· Burns’ Supper for P5 Parents
The Burns’ Supper will take place this Wednesday, 8 February 2012.  P5 pupils have been practising and I am sure, as in previous years, this will be an excellent event.

· Sexual Health Information Meeting
A meeting for P6 parents will be held in school on Thursday, 9 February 2012 at 5.30pm.

· Euroquiz Heats will take place on Wednesday, 15 February.  Good luck to our Euroquiz team led by Mr Rodgers.
· School Show auditions will be held in school on Friday, 17 February.
· Eastwood Cluster Schools Transition Review will take place later this month.  Representatives from ERC Education Department will lead a review of transitions in EHS Cluster schools this month.  They will spend time in Mearns nursery classes and have discussions with staff.  The team will not spend time in P6 and P7 classes as Mearns Primary has already been involved in the Mearns Castle Cluster schools Transition Review.  Questionnaires have already been issued to staff, P6 and P7 children and parents of nursery, P1, P2, P6 and P7 children.
· Health and Wellbeing Event for Parents – Saturday, 25 February 2012

The Health and Wellbeing team at Education Scotland is hosting an event for parents on Saturday, 25 February at Stirling Management Centre.  The event will start at 10am and finish at 1pm and is free to attend.  The aim of this event is to outline the health and wellbeing entitlements for Curriculum for Excellence.

There will be an opportunity for discussion about the different aspects of the health and wellbeing curriculum and how parents can support their children with this.  This event will be of interest to any parent with children in the early years, primary and secondary settings.

Anyone interest in attending this event can register by contacting Anne-Marie Lamont:

Anne-Marie.Lamont@educationscotland.gov.uk
· GLOW – the online resource for Scottish Schools.
The Great Climate Change Debate on GLOW
P7.25 recently took part in a series of lively and interactive GL0W Meets hosted by Education Scotland on the subject of climate change as part of their sustainable development topic.  The class tuned in via GLOW, along with lots of schools across Scotland, to watch and listen to a panel of scientists and experts talk about issues such as our changing weather, scientific evidence versus controversy and how we can reduce our impact on the Earth’s resources.  The experience sparked a lot of debate within the class, and pupils were able to put their questions to the panel by typing them in or using a webcam to ask the panel directly.  The pupils were complimented on the quality of their questioning.  Azra Khan P7.25, said “It was a fantastic experience because it is not often you get to ask scientists about these issues directly.  We got a lot of our questions answered by the experts.  They put a lot of complicated ideas about climate change into a simpler language so that we could understand.  It has convinced me to do my bit to reduce my Global Footprint.”

· GO LIVE with Pulse 98.4FM
East Renfrewshire’s local community radio station, Pulse 98.4FM, is looking for school pupils to lead their own radio show at their studio in Barrhead.  The ‘Go Live’ slots run weekdays, from 4pm until 5pm, and give pupils an opportunity to talk about school events, interests they have, to give ‘shouts out’ to their friends, get creative and be heard.  If your child would like to get involved, please contact Zoe Nisbet on 0141 577 3864 or email: zoe.nisbet@eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk
Cashless Catering
If you are using the on-line facility to top up your child’s cashless catering account, please remember to use your child’s Scottish Candidate number instead of their 4 digit pin number.  If you are in any doubt, please contact the school office: 0141 570 7220.
Going Home Agreement
Once again, could I ask you to ensure your child knows arrangements for going home?  We still regularly have uncollected children in the office at the end of the day, unsure of arrangements for going home.  We also have parents phoning just before 3pm asking office staff to go to classes to inform children of changed arrangements.  Obviously we understand if parents have an emergency but there are a number of parents who make these phone calls several times a month.  We would ask that they discuss arrangements with pupils before they leave home in the morning.
Mid Term Holiday
School closes at the end of day on Thursday, 9 February for pupils and reopens at 9am on Wednesday, 15 February.

Looking Ahead
· Careers’ Week – week commencing 27 February.
· P5 Careers’ Fair – 1 March.  Further information to follow.
· P2 Special People’s Concert – 8 March.  Details to follow.
· Parents’ Evening 13 and 15 March.  Letter to follow.
· Multicultural Evening.  Details to follow.
· Healthy Choices Fortnight. March.  Details to follow.
· Curricular Information Evening – 25 April.  Information to follow.
· School stage sports – late May/June.  Details to follow.
Yours sincerely

Ann Macbeth

Head Teacher

Tel: 0141 570 7220

www.ea.e-renfrew.sch.uk/mearns
MEARNS PRIMARY SCHOOL
Consulting with Parents

This month we welcome your opinions about homework.
Please include your child’s class/m#asses and circle yes or no to questions noted below:

· I am happy with the amount of homework my child receives.

Pupil’s name ……………………………………………………….
Class …………….

Yes

No

Pupil’s name ……………………………………………………….
Class …………….

Yes

No

Pupil’s name ……………………………………………………….
Class …………….

Yes

No

· I think my child should have more homework.
Pupil’s name ……………………………………………………….
Class …………….

Yes

No

Pupil’s name ……………………………………………………….
Class …………….

Yes

No

Pupil’s name ……………………………………………………….
Class …………….

Yes

No

· I think my child should have less homework.

Pupil’s name ……………………………………………………….
Class …………….

Yes

No

Pupil’s name ……………………………………………………….
Class …………….

Yes

No

Pupil’s name ……………………………………………………….
Class …………….

Yes

No

Comment:

Signed ………………………………………………………………………

Parent/Carer






