Good Reads for National 4 & 5  

In the library
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Noughts & Crosses

Malorie Blackman

Callum is a Nought – a second class citizen in a society dominated by Crosses.  Sephy is a Cross.  As their childhood friendship turns to love, can their relationship survive in such a segregated and violent world?
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Black Rabbit Summer
Kevin Brooks

When Pete meets up with four old friends at the funfair, tensions, jealousy and secrets resurface as they are plunged into the worst night of their lives.  Who will come out of it alive?  A rollercoaster of a book that you will not be able to put down once you start reading!
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Moonrise
Sarah Crossan

Joe hasn't seen his brother for ten years, and it's for the most brutal of reasons. Ed is on death row. But now Ed's execution date has been set, and Joe is determined to spend those last weeks with him, no matter what other people think. 
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After the First Death

Robert Cormier

A school bus full of young children is taken hostage by terrorists.  If their demands are not met, then the children will be killed!  A very dark book which takes you into the hearts and minds of both the hostages and the terrorists.
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Blood Family

Anne Fine
Eddie is only four when he is locked away with his mother by her abusive partner.  When he is spotted by a neighbour and rescued, he is seven.  Sent to live with a kindly foster family, Eddie is making good progress until he sees a
photo which shatters his new 
life.
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The Bunker Diary
Kevin Brooks
Having been abducted, Linus finds himself alone in a concrete bunker.  There are six empty rooms, no windows and the only way out is by a lift.  After many days on his own, the lift eventually comes down one morning – only it is not         

                          empty!          
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One
Sarah Crossan
Grace and Tippi are conjoined twins and their lives are about to change. No longer able to afford home-schooling, they must venture into the world - a world of stares, sneers and cruelty. Will they find more than that at school? Can they find real friends? And what about love?
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A Swift Pure Cry
Siobhan Dowd

Shell escapes the harsh realities of looking after her alcoholic father and siblings through her friendship with a new priest and her relationship with a local boy.  But when she discovers that she is pregnant, the small community if rocked by the scandal.
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The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time

Mark Haddon

Christopher has Asperger’s Syndrome. He is obsessed with maths and Sherlock Holmes.  When he discovers a dead dog on the front lawn he decides to solve the mystery.  However, the more he unearths, the more secrets are revealed       

                          about his own family.
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Maggot Moon
Sally Gardner
Standish and his grandfather try to rebel against a repressive regime called The Motherland as the author tackles two big “what-ifs” in history – what if Hitler had won the war, and what if no-one had landed on the Moon?
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Looking For Alaska

John Green

Miles convinces his parents to send him to boarding school in Alabama. There he meets his roommate and new best friend, Chip and Alaska, who he instantly falls in love with. Miles is quickly enlisted in their war against the rich kids and they bond over pranks, studying, and general rule- 

breaking – until tragedy strikes.
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The Knife of Never Letting Go

Patrick Ness

Imagine you are the only boy left in a town of men and that you can hear everything they think?  And they can hear everything you think?  Todd discovers secrets about his town.  Secrets that force him 

to go on the run with an army

                            hot on his trail!

[image: image13.jpg]'CODE NAME




Animal Farm
George Orwell

Having got rid of their master, the animals on Manor Farm look forward to a life of freedom and plenty.  But then the clever pigs set themselves up as leaders and all harmony is shattered.  Reads like a fairy story but is really a comment on Communism.
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Code Name Verity
Elizabeth Wein
Two young women become best friends during WWII – one a pilot and the other a spy. But then a vital mission goes wrong, and one of the friends has to bail out over France and is captured by the Gestapo.  Under torture, she writes her story for her captors. But is it truth or lies?
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Uglies

Scott Westerfield

Tally lives in a world where 16th birthdays bring an operation transforming people from an ‘Ugly’ to a ‘Pretty’.  Tally can’t wait.  But then she makes friends with a girl with very different ideas.  Will Tally betray her and what                     exactly happens during 
the ‘turning’?
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Sisterland

Linda Newbery

Hilly’s grandmother is diagnosed with Alzheimer’s Disease and comes to stay.  As the old woman becomes increasingly confused, secrets are revealed about her past in Nazi Germany.  An intriguing book which tackles big themes
                          such as racism and identity.
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White Crow

Marcus Sedgwick
Rebecca becomes friends with
strange Ferelith and during a long, hot summer they uncover frightening secrets that would be best left long forgotten. Interwoven with the girl’s story is that of a 17th century Rector and Doctor and their bizarre and bloody experiments into  

                          the after-life. 
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Between Shades of Gray
Ruta Sepetys

One night 15 year old Lina, her mother and young brother are hauled from their home by Soviet guards, thrown into cattle cars and sent away to Siberia. An unimaginable and harrowing journey has begun. Lina doesn't know if she'll ever   

see her father again. But she  

refuses to give up hope.
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The Day of the Triffids
John Wyndham

Classic Sci-Fi novel.  Bill awakes to the realisation that he has missed the ‘end of the world’ only to witness the birth of a new, more horrific one ruled over by giant man-eating plants.  Can he survive this post-apocalyptic nightmare?

                           Boy Kills Man
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Matt Whyman

Shorty and Alberto live in Columbia, where guns speak louder than words.  Slowly the boys are drawn into a dark world of threats, kidnaps and hits.  When Alberto disappears, Shorty’s only option is to follow his friend into the underworld and if that means picking up a 

gun, he’ll do it…


