	Good Reads for Higher
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The Five People You Meet in Heaven

Mitch Albom

Eddie dies in a tragic accident and discovers that heaven is a place where your earthly life is explained by five people who were in it – some loved ones and some distant.  A beautiful, moving and up-lifting story.

[image: image2.jpg]five people

Heaven|

B
A

Ve




The Handmaid’s Tale                  Margaret Atwood
The Republic of Gilead views Offred as having only one function: to breed.  If she refuses, she will be hanged or sent out to die slowly of radiation sickness.   Can she escape and who can she trust to help her? 
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Pride and Prejudice

Jane Austen

Elizabeth Bennet is at first determined to dislike Mr Darcy.  But their first impressions eventually give way to truer feelings in a comedy concerned with happiness and love and how to achieve them.  A true classic in every sense of the word! 
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The Wasp Factory
Iain Banks

Welcome to the bizarre world of 16 year old Frank, who lives with his eccentric father on a remote Scottish island. His mother left years ago, his brother is locked up in a
psychiatric hospital and Frank’s own behavior is more than a little peculiar! 
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Rebecca                                                                 Daphne Du Maurier

Mrs deWinter has always felt second best to her husband's first wife – the beautiful Rebecca – a feeling fuelled by the sinister housekeeper, Mrs Danvers who remains loyal to her first mistress. A chilling thriller with a terrific twist at the end! 
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A Room With A View
E.M. Forster

The coming-of-age story or Lucy Honeychurch, her trip to Florence in Italy and her encounter with the unconventional Emersons.  Forster introduces a host of memorable and eccentric characters and skilfully 
describes Lucy’s flourishing love
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                          The Collector                                              John Fowles
Loner Frederick Clegg wins a fortune on the football pools.  This enables him to kidnap a young art student who he has become obsessed with and keep her in the cellar of his newly-bought home. She tries to understand her captor but will she escape? 
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Deceptions 
Rebecca Frayn

Annie's 12 year old son Dan mysteriously fails to come home from school one day. Despite an extensive police investigation, it is as if he has vanished into thin air. Over the next three years, Annie refuses to give up hope. 
Then, out of the blue, a call brings shocking news of Dan's

                          fate.
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The Lake of Dead Languages

Carol Goodman

Jane Hudson returns to her old girls school as a teacher and soon discovers that the events which haunted her as a pupil begin to recur in front of her eyes.  Someone knows about her past and is determined to seek revenge!
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Brighton Rock                     Graham Greene

A gang war is raging through the dark underworld of Brighton.  Pinkie – one of the most ruthless and evil characters you will meet – has killed a man. Believing he can escape retribution, he is unprepared for the courageous, 

life-embracing Ida Arnold.


	In the Library
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Empire of the Sun                          J.G. Ballard
Rooted in the author’s own experience of war, this is a shocking but brilliant account of the Pacific War in China and the miseries endured by a young British schoolboy held as a prisoner-of-war
                           by the Japanese.
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Fahrenheit 451                     

Ray Bradbury

Published in 1953, this is 

a vision of the future where the appearance of happiness is the highest goal, where trivial information is good and knowledge and ideas are
bad.
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Wuthering Heights

Emily Bronte

The classic saga of two Yorkshire families and the 

passionate relationship between Heathcliff and Cathy.  Is it an historical romance, a ghostly thriller, or a psychological love-story? You decide! 

The Woman Who Walked Into Doors                                       Roddy Doyle

The story of Paula from Dublin and her stormy relationship with her husband Charlo. It realistically explains why many 
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women stay in violent relationships.  Paula lives  hoping that everything will be better tomorrow.
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Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha       Roddy Doyle
Set in Dublin in 1968, this is a hilarious, heart-warming story of love, pain and loss seen through the eyes of 10-year-old Paddy Clarke.  Every turn of event is filled with the innocence and confusion of childhood with which we can all relate.
                       Engleby 
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Sebastian Faulks

This novel opens in the 1970’s, when Mike Engleby is a university student. However, beneath the surface of his observations, lies a shocking and disturbing mystery.  Is he capable of telling the truth? 
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The French Lieutenant’s Woman                             John Fowles

Set in 1867, this love story is cleverly narrated from a 20th century viewpoint. On seeing 'The French 

Lieutenant's Woman',

Charles struggles to forget her but soon develops a 
                       powerful desire.
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Lord of the Flies

William Golding

The classic tale of a group of  school boys, marooned on a desert island, who at first enjoy the freedom of the situation but soon divide into gangs which turn the paradise island into a nightmare of panic and death.   
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Little Face
Sophie Hannah
She's only been gone two hours. Her husband David was supposed to be looking after their two-week-old daughter. But when Alice walks into the nursery, her terrifying ordeal begins, for she insists the baby in the cot
                          is a stranger she's never
                          seen before! 
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Gentlemen & Players
Joanne Harris
At St Oswald’s, a long-established boys’ grammar school, a new year has just begun. But beneath the little rivalries, petty disputes and everyday crises of the school, a darker undercurrent stirs. And a
                          bitter grudge, hidden and
                          carefully nurtured for
                          thirteen years, is about to
                          erupt!


	[image: image21.jpg]& KN
KESEY
i

o NEST



Catch 22                      Joseph Heller

An anti-war novel on military madness focussing on flight bomber Captain Yossarian’s catch 22 situation – if he can

prove he is insane, then he cannot fly bombing missions over occupied territory, 

but if he is afraid, then this proves he is not insane!
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Never Let Me Go

Kazou Ishiguro

In a dreamlike Parallel England, Kathy recounts (in almost Enid-Blytonesque style) her childhood experiences at what seems to be a boarding school deep in the country. However, it is clear from the first couple of pages that all of the "students" are destined for a nasty end!
One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest
Ken Kesey

McMurphy is the rebellious inmate of a psychiatric hospital who fights back against the authorities.  An anti-establishment novel that was adapted into the award-winning film starring Jack Nicholson.

[image: image24.jpg]


[image: image25.jpg]DORIS
LESSING

T Tfth Chid





To Kill a Mockingbird
Harper Lee

Narrated by 8 year old Scout, she and her brother support their lawyer father in his battle to defend Tom – a black man accused of rape – in the racist Deep South of America in the 1930s.  A classic book and the only novel written by the author!

The Fifth Child

Doris Lessing

Harriet and David seem to have a blessed life – loving marriage, beautiful home and four lovely children.  And then their fifth child, Ben is born and everything changes.  Harriet soon becomes deeply afraid of what exactly she has brought into the world!
What Was Lost

Catherine O’Flynn

In 1984 little Kate Meaney disappears whilst playing in the newly opened Green Oaks shopping mall.  Jump to 2004 and security guard Kurt starts to investigate the mysterious little girl he keeps glimpsing on the centre's CCTV.  What really     
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happened to Kate?
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Fever Pitch                        Nick Hornby                                             

An autobiography and footballing bible rolled into one.  Hornby pinpoints 1968 as his formative year - when his father takes him to watch Arsenal.  He quickly becomes besotted with the game at the expense of everything else, including girlfriends!
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The Rapture
Liz Jensen

Rebuilding her career as a                        psychologist after a terrible accident, Gabrielle is assigned to Bethany - a violent teen who insists she can foresee natural disasters. When catastrophes begin to occur as Bethany predicted, life for Gabrielle starts to hurtle out of control!
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The Moth Diaries

Rachel Klein

Told as the journal of a 16 year old girl, this is a portrait of fear and obsession.  The narrator is convinced that the new girl in school is a vampire.  But is Ernessa really a vampire or has the narrator trapped herself in her own fevered imagination?
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Shutter Island

Dennis Lehane

Set in the 1950s, US Marshal Teddy is summoned to a remote hospital for the criminally insane to look for a missing patient and finds his own future and sanity on the line.  Wait till you get to the gob-smacking twist at the end!
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Laidlaw

William McIlvanney

An exciting detective story introducing the unorthodox cop Jack Laidlaw and set in the gritty realism of 1970s Glasgow, a city of hard men and gangsters.  The book deals with a horrific murder and its aftermath.
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1984

George Orwell

1984 is a nightmare vision of the future, set in a totalitarian society run by Big Brother, where people are made to conform by the Thought Police and face their worst fears in Room 101.  Winston Smith yearns for freedom.
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The Bell Jar

Sylvia Plath

Semi-autobiographical story of a gifted young woman’s mental breakdown during a summer job as a junior editor at a magazine in 1950s New York.  This is Esther’s tortuous journey back to health and reality.
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The Testament of Jessie Lamb
Jane Rogers

Dystopian novel written from the point of view of a 16 year old girl, living in a world where pregnancy brings certain death from a man-made virus.  What can Jessie do to help save humanity? 
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The Lovely Bones

Alice Sebold

Susie Salmon is murdered at 14 by a neighbour.  She watches from her ‘heaven’ as her parents and siblings try to cope with her loss, each one reacting in a different way.  And she also watches helplessly as her killer moves in on her suspicious sister
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One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn

The Gulag were Stalinist labour camps to which millions of Russians were imprisoned for political deviation.  This is the story of a typical day in one such camp.
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Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas

Hunter S. Thompson

The pop-culture classic and legendary quest by the author into the heart of the American Dream – a perilous journey where he encounter casino operators, bartenders and police officers!  
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The Age of Miracles
Karen Thompson Walker
Imagine if the world started to slowly stop spinning – days and nights would get longer and life would change dramatically.  This is the scenario facing Julia as she faces up to the end of the world and the impact it has on her community, family and own teenage life.
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Fight Club                               Chuck Palahniuk

Every weekend, young men with good jobs fight each other barehanded, then go back to those jobs with black eyes and loosened teeth and the sense that they can handle anything.  Fight Club is only the beginning of Tyler Durden’s plans for revenge on a world he hates.
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The Catcher in the Rye
J. D. Salinger

16 year old Holden Caulfield narrates the story of a couple of days in his life, just after being expelled from school.  A rites-of-passage classic which skillfully captures the eternal feeling of teenage alienation.
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We Need To Talk About Kevin                            Lionel Shriver

Nature or Nurture – what makes someone evil?  How much is Eva to blame for the terrible things her son Kevin does?  A brilliantly chilling novel with fantastic twists at the end.

The Secret History
Donna Tartt

Richard goes to an ivy-league university in New England and falls in with a group of students studying Ancient Greek.  One night, four of them accidently kill someone.As the questioning begins, loyalty and friendship break down and more blood is shed.

[image: image43.jpg]“Hypnotic,
pitiless and
told brilliantly”

With a new afterword




Slaughterhouse 5

Kurt Vonnegut

An anti-war novel in which Billy Pilgrim, prisoner-of-war and time-traveller, flicks between the USA, Nazi Germany and the planet Tralfamodor.  A cult classic which tackles a number of genres with lashings of dark humour.
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Before I Go To Sleep
S.J. Watson
Memories define us. So what if you lost yours every time you went to sleep? Your name, your identity, your past, even the people you love - all forgotten overnight. And the one person you trust may only be telling you half the story. Welcome to Christine's life.

	
	


