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Dear Parent/Carer
Foreign language dictionaries 
As we begin the new term I would like to highlight that your son/daughter will require a French dictionary to use both in class and at home from S1-5.  At all stages our aim is to help your child to develop refined and wide-ranging reading and writing skills in French and the ability to use a foreign language dictionary effectively is a vital aspect of this, as well as an essential skill for success in SQA qualifications at all levels. Pupils have the use of a dictionary for their NAT 5 and Higher exams.  While we do have some dictionaries available in school for pupils to use it is advisable for your son/daughter to get used to working with the same edition that he/she will use in assessments and SQA exams.
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To support skill development in class, regular homework is set which often requires a dictionary. Please note that although some online dictionaries are available, our experience has shown that these do not lead pupils to develop the level of information handling skills required for the SQA exams.  Many websites are of very poor quality and using Google Translate almost always results in mistranslation due to a lack of context.  We discourage pupils from using Google for French homework as it is not fit for their purpose or level, and does not develop the skills they will need to succeed at N4/5 and Higher.

The dictionary we recommend for S1-5 French is Collins French Dictionary & Grammar (ISBN 978-0007484355, RRP £12.99).  If your son/daughter has also chosen to study Spanish in S3-5, Collins Spanish Dictionary and Grammar is ideal (ISBN 978-0007484362, RRP £12.99).  If your son/daughter is studying Mandarin, we recommend Collins Chinese Dictionary (ISBN 978-0007382361, RRP £13.99).  These books are available from many high street bookshops, and they can also be ordered from amazon.co.uk.  There are of course many other suitable dictionaries of a similar size and your son/daughter’s class teacher will be happy to advise on the suitability of any other editions.

Thank you for your support in this matter. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at the school.
Yours sincerely
Z Nicklin
PT Modern Languages

