v

Use the followi

wing ADJE

' narmful  valuable special CTVES to complete the passage.

- enorm
thrilling ~ outer ous reusable several red brilliant

new j
Important  far-off  regular different

Space Travel

SPGCQ fravel has fascinat
ed th “ ' i
e WOfIdS( ]7 scientists for years. Since the

moon landings, the m
: fargets have been Venus and the Q

lanet’, Mars—whi
p ars—which are both closer to Earth than the other planefs.

A | ,
[ D“ camera on the ‘Odyssey’ spacecraft has been photographing the

surface of Mars and the ‘Cassini’ probe will orbifc:::j“; Saturn in the near

future.The 'Stardust’ spacecraft is at present collecting

dust from a comet’s tail in C:}
space and will refum Cj

information fo Earth several years from now.

Rocket planes can fly over 7000‘ km/h and

C::j space flights are expected during the

21st century. The price of one ticket on ‘Xerus’, @ rocket plane planned i

9 one-hour frial flight in the next decade, is £105 00

take fourists on @

Astronauts from C::]’” countries have spenf months orbiting in space fo

possible C::j” effects. These experiments will lead fo space stations wh
people will live and work for C:D” years.. | |
ists need fo cut

If space travel for ordinary peaple Is 10 become a_ reality, the scient

| /13 costs. At present, @ shuttle’s main fuel fank drops away in flight

must be replaced for each Cj” mission. One way fo reduce this huge expense

develop C . j” jqunch vehicles, and various designs are being tested.
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Dinosaurs

Jinosaurs w
ere amazi
ZIng creatures. Some were plant-eaters while others were meat-eaters.

Some were the ﬁ
7 ! of a chicken! Others were many fimes bigger than an
m. but with a brain the same size as your pet cats! They lived millions

of | - '
years ago, b“’& )3 discover several new kinds of dinosaur fossil

L ] j“' year. Discoveries are mainly made in China, Mongolia, the central
L )5 of the USA, Argentina and Australia.

At the start of this Cj” two

tossils were discovered in China.They were

about 130( ' j years ola
One is the first fo be(

with its feather-like body covering sfill

infact.

Recently, researchers in the(

of the Andes Mountains found the almost complete

( J”’ of a meat-eater. It is possibly the world's oldesf(

Id!-(If would take you 11 days fo count fo one million!) The sa

fossil—230 million years=¢

expedition al‘so—found( J’z of two. predators near a river.They had a bird-I

skull andC - _)'3 their prey standing upright on two hind legs.

We know a lot about them—but the C j” of why dinosaurs disapp

still remains C j”.
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A - Children’s Toys
ncient Greek
. and Roman children flew fheir& )' rolled hoops and
Whipped t idn’ ,
Ops, but didnt have the variety of toys you have( jz

j. However, the fop tfoy in

Ma )
Ny very expensive toys appear around (
j" top called a ‘beyblade’. It

pre-Christmas sales in 2002 was a simple(

iS U L ’
sed to play ‘attack games and only( Jf about £6.

Toys are great fun but there are also

( j" Messages on

some packets warn that a particular toy

may be C i j7 for

children under three as it contains tiny

parts which could be( )"

Others may have sharp points which could cause

C | j’ or contain poisonous liquids,

re sometimes found in paints or crayons. We must remember that some

such as a
( : ‘)’ 0 which make toys do not have our strict safety standards. One foy, ¢
plastic elf based on a character in a Harry Poﬂer(. | j”, has been

described as very dangerous for( 'J’Z children by one member of

Parliament.

)'3, talk fo you, and
J" them! There are plastic ball

Some modern foys are arﬁazing—fhey can do (

remind you they are there when you(
J” inside which even bounce around by themselves!

with(
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Bicycles! Bicycles! Bicycles!

Guilin Cottages,
5 Maf Ch Approximate Number of Bicycles in Year 2003
Dear Roslyn, !
: : Japan 60
. i ’ . . . s0 100 150 200 250 300
around China but I've never seen so many bicycles! This Millions

country hGS( )2 hundred million, about three times the number in

( ' j" and five times as many as| K. | bet when btkes

were invented over 150 years ago they didn’t realise they would be so

( : _)5. In China, a bicycle has usually been one

of the wedding C : J" a groom gives his bride! Y- /

Bicycles are used for local travel such as going fo \ 3 _ /7 ‘
C _J’ or fo work. Millions jam the streefs of | 7\ )

J‘* because they swerve in and out
j pubnc buses, Beijing,
j"’-between 7.00 a.m. anc

cities and many cyclists die in road (
of traffic. To encourage people fo use old,C
China’s capital, has banned bikes from busy(

J” or-trees which separate

)’2 over 15 years old

8.00 a.m. They're also removing profective C

car lanes from bicycles. Guangzhou has ‘bannéd{

and motorcycles from its cify centre.That means-mere bikes.r

Next week we go to Shanghai whe;e( | )'3 produce-over four million

)’4. Let's hope there’sa subway!

bicycles évery(

Your friend, Jane.

PS. l( | )’5 the graph from a magazine.
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Strange Creatures

Wodern electron @1
| help us to see
unu ]
Sual tiny creatyres No-one has ever ﬁ

before
- Of cour, S€, e wouldn't have needed one fo see the

appearance Africa

’5 . -
0 kg jellyfish, each the size of a washing machine,

@ off Japan’s beaches in 2002!

Special deep-sea submarines have found
( J" fish with rows of long sharp
L ’ )5 and their own shining fishing rod
O N .
fo( )’ prey.A lizard in the Namib Desert

Aardvark
— anteater

in Q | ' )7 hops from leg to leg on hot sand

and looks as though it is C

African

The odd-looking African aardvark eafs( | - )’ and dancing

termites and sometimes smells like roh‘en[ )"’,‘

which aftracts these insects. The chameleon, a lizard with a

[ | )” as long as ifs body, changes colour

E—

from its enemies or sneak up on insects.The Australian

. Platypus — egg-laying mammal

platypus is a( | J” which lays éggs, and
‘when scientists first heard reports about its strange

( A ~_ J” they didn’fbelieve such weird
[ ‘ 2 existed. How wrong could they be!
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Animated Films

Animation ‘
perhaps :
P @’ when our early ancestors drew animals galloping

across cave - :

walls or ancient Egyptians L )2' pictures inside tombs and
femples.
To produce an-animated cartoon, teams of artists ( | j dozens of
darawings which are then L . J" on a ‘storyboard’. A digital camera linked to

a compurer(— )5 them in the

story’s correct order. For recording, each drawing

A X P2 ( 7 )6 under a sheet of

glass fo keep it flat and absolutely still. If the

drawings( : j’ slightly, the
film’s characters will C j"

around jerkily on the screen.The computer then

C J" each moving sequence of

drawings to see that a horse C R jw

correctly or a hero’s walking action looks.natural.

In recent years, some arists-have preferred fo ( )” human characters

)'2 by Walt Disney’s 'storymen’. Recent

instead of the carfoon-animais (

films like Stuart Litte have(
characters which almosr/ look real. It is thought that, in future, computer animations more

J” real-life actors and computer-animated

life-like than Stuart Liffie may( )’4 some screen roles from real actors f

avoid the huge salaries( J’ 5 to film stars.
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