Return to School and COVID-19
Questions and answers

Thank you to everyone who has submitted a question to us. We hope to be able toanswerthese as
much as possible. Please remember that guidance can change quickly, so we would always advise to
checkthe most up to date guidance around COVID-19. Please contact usif thereisanythingyou
wishto discuss further.

Q. Wonderingif the P3 getting out early will come to an end and get out at 3pm like rest? It means
parents with oldersiblings to collect are waiting double the time which goes against no loitering at
gates rule and is tricky to balance extra time for working parents without grandparent support just
now.

A. Staggered start and finish times will continueintoterm 3. This is to ensure the areas around the
school are less crowded and therefore safer for our school community. We will continue to monitor
thisand make any changes whenwe feelitis safertodo so, taking advice from the local authority
and Scottish Government. Oldersiblings can come out at the earlier time of youngersiblings to avoid
parentsand carers waitinglonger. Please email the office to letthem know and they will pass this
information to the necessary teachers.

Q. ¥*** had to home isolate for the most of entire period due to COVID-19. He had been doingthe
home isolation pack and really missed school. Any other suggestions for him.

A. Aswell asthe home learning packs sent home this month, we have a dedicated areaon the school
website with resources and links to supportlearningathome. It can be accessed here
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/er/Kirkhill/our-classes/

Q. Will there still be spare bottles of water available if my child requires more water?

A. Yes. pupils can get these from the Office when needed.

Q. We have had several notices from Test and Protect recently. Is there an outbreak at Kirkhill?
How concerned should we be? Thanks for all you are doing.

A.

We know how importantitisto keep families updated on casesin the school and try to provide as
much information as we can. Itisn’talways possible toshare all the information we’d like to, butwe
willtry and keep everyone updated on what’s happening.

Whilst close contacts are advised to self isolateas a precaution, unfortunately in some cases, they
will go on to develop COVID-19themselves. Thisiswhyit’s reallyimportant we all rememberto
stickto the rulesevenif we or our children don’t have any symptoms. Remember, in some cases
people can have COVID-19but not have any symptoms and it’s why the NHS have recently been
askingall close contacts to get tested too.


https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/er/Kirkhill/our-classes/

We work really closely with the NHS as well as the Council to investigate cases and make sure the
school remains safe foreveryone. Whilst we can’t eliminate COVID-19 completely, asyou’ll know,
since returningto school last year we’ve implemented awhole range of different safety measures
and we continue to keep these all under review to make sure everyone stays safe.

Sometimes when individuals are ide ntified as close contacts they might go on to develop COVID-19
themselves, evenif they don’t have symptoms. Thisiswhywe’ve now been advisingall children
identified as close contactsto also get tested. Whilstwe hope no one catches COVID-19,
unfortunately as close contacts children might have a higher chance of developingit —thisis why it’s
so important.

Q. How do you work out dates for isolation period for close contacts? Is last day of contact classed
as Day 0 or Day 1? This caused confusionfor class isolation last week and aware of differing
policies betweenlocal schools. How far back will you go to count contacts in asymptomatic cases?
48 hours? e.g. if child asymptomatic but tests positive on a Sunday or Monday does that affectif
whole class will be contacts and need to isolate? Will you be notified if your childis a very close
contact of affected case eg sittingright beside or can we only rely on our children’s own
descriptions? This would affect risk assessment and possible timing of testing. For instance as
frontline key worker | could be recommended to get immediate testing before returning to work
rather than waiting 3-5 days.

A. We work closely with Test & Protect and the NHS to identify close contacts and work out how
long people willhave to selfisolatefor. All close contacts have toisolate for 10 days from theirlast
contact with the positive case, with day 1 the date of contact. For example, if youare lastin contact
withsomeone onthe 1st of the month, youwouldisolate up to and including the 10th, and be able
to returnto school on the 11th.

When working out who might be a close contact, we considerthe previous 48 hours. Thisis what’s
known as the ‘infectious period’ and has been informed by researchinto COVID-19. In most cases
thiswill be 48 hours priorto someone starting to develop symptoms, butif anindividual is
asymptomaticthen we go back 48 hours from when the test was taken.

It'sreallyimportant we protect people’s personal information and it wouldn’t be appropriate for us
to share details on who tests positive. Similarly, whilst we appreciate that some people mightbe
happy to share thisinformation, we’d ask families to try and not speculate asit can be a really
anxioustime for people when there’s a positive case. Within primary schools, due to the nature of
the day, we take a precautionary approach and will usually ask the entire classtoisolate. Thishelps

keep everyonesafe and reduces the likelihood of further transmission across our school orwider
community.

Q. Thank you for all your effortsin trying to keep the pupils safe. If at all any pupil tests positive, it
would be nice if we are informed at least which class has a positive case so we can determine the
risk to our child and hence their family members and act accordingly.

A. We know how importantit isto keep families updated on cases in the school and try to provide as
much information as we can. Itisn’talways possible toshare all the information we’d like to, but we



willtry and keep everyone updated on what’s happening. Ifthereisapositive case inyourchild's
class we will always contact you as soon as possible to let you know and give you further information.
Following NHS and ERC guidance when this happens, the whole schoolreceivesaletterinforming
them of a positive case, however, for privacy reasons we cannot share specific class information with
the widerschool.

Q. Whyare the kids currently not being given any homework?

A. Homework will resumeforall classes after the Spring Holidays



