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Take the Mystery Out of Choosing Good Books

Access to good books is the first step to discovering the joy of reading. The more trips you make to the library together, the more likely your child will want to choose a book from the shelves. The more books you have in your home, the more likely your child will pick one up and read it. But how do you know which books are the right ones to bring into your home or to borrow from the library? This guide offers tips and strategies to help you and your child learn how to choose good books together.
WHAT IS A GOOD BOOK?
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A book doesn’t have to win an award to be considered “good.” It doesn’t have to be a bestseller or on a recommended booklist, either.  A good book is simply one a child enjoys reading.

HOW CAN YOU FIND GOOD BOOKS? 
Libraries, bookstores, charity shops and jumble sales are filled with books. But how do you know which ones are good? Trust your instincts. Keep your child’s interests and reading level in mind and use the tips listed in this guide to help you in your search.

WHAT DO CHILDREN KNOW?

A lot. So ask them. Children can tell you what they like and don’t like, what they want to learn, who they would like to meet, and what they want to do when they grow up. All of these are the subjects of great books. Your children’s input will help you guide them to good books. 

Quick Tips!
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Knowing how to choose good books is a skill your children will keep for the rest of their lives. Take time to show them how. Encourage them to select books on their own as soon as they show preferences.

· You can even let them pick two kinds of books - one to read with you and one to read on their own.

· Get to know the children’s section of your local library and ask the staff for recommendations.

· Check lists of recommended books, such as those in this guide.

· It’s okay to look through a book and then decide not to read the whole thing. If you don’t like a book after reading a chapter or a few pages, pick another one. Reading is supposed to be fun, not a chore.
Kirkhill Pupils and our Librarian Pupil Group helped to compile this guide.
Recommended Booklist for 7 to 9 year olds    

There are many hundreds of books published for children aged 7 to 9.  If you are feeling stuck for choice here are a few that the National Literacy Trust and Scottish Book Trust recommend. 

 Many of the books can be borrowed from an East Renfrewshire Library.  You can check the status of books online at http://www.eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=2113.  Most books can also be bought in local bookstores or online (see links below) where a Kindle download or audio book may be available too.

	Author
	Title
	     ISBN

	Linda Evans
	Small Change for Stuart
	9780552561693

	Michael Lawrence
	Killer Underpants 
	9781408304013

	Brian Wildsmith
	The Lion and the Rat
	9780192727091

	Martin Bennett
	Tales from West Africa
	9780192750761

	Geraldine McCaughrean
	1001 Arabian Nights
	9780192750136

	Geraldine McCaughrean
	Britannia 100 Great Stories
	9781858818764

	Gillian Cross
	Demon Headmaster (Series) 
	9780192755827

	Herbie Brennan
	Eddie the Duck
	9780140386325

	J & A Ahlberg
	Funnybones (Series)
	978 0140565812

	Lynley Dodd
	Slinky Malinki
	978 0140544398

	Michael Foreman
	Dinosaurs and All That Rubbish
	978 0140552607

	Fiona Watt
	50 Things to Draw
	9781409504955

	Roald Dahl
	George's Marvellous Medicine
	978 0141346403

	Paul Jennings
	Totally Wicked
	978 0141305561

	Philip Ridley
	Scribbleboy
	9780140368949

	Jacqueline Wilson
	Lizzie Zipmouth
	978 0552557849

	Malorie Blackman
	Space Race
	9780552545426

	Anthony Buckeridge
	Jennings Goes to School
	978 0755113682

	King-Smith, Dick
	Crowstarver
	9780552546034

	Marjorie Newman
	Is that What Friends Do?
	9780091766092

	Hiawyn Oram
	The Wise Doll
	9780862647742

	Annemarie Allan
	Hox
	978 0863156212

	Henry Winkler &

Lin Oliver
	Hank Zipzer World’s Greatest Underachiever  
	9781406340334

	John Burningham
	Oi! Get Off Our Train
	9780099853404

	Antonia Barbar
	The Mousehole Cat
	9780744523539

	Andrew Cope
	Spy Dog
	9780141318844

	Michael Morpurgo
	Escape from Shangri -La
	9781405226707

	Lemony Snicket
	The Bad Beginning
	9781405249539

	Jill Marshall
	Jane Blonde(Series)
	9780330438148

	Colin and Jacqui Hawkins
	Come for a Ride on the Ghost Train
	9780744577945

	Paul Dowling
	Beans on Toast
	9780744598360


These books are designed to appeal to the interests of children aged 7 to 9, however, if you feel that your child would like a different level of book other lists are available from the school.  
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	Author
	Title
	ISBN

	Steve Jenkins
	Actual Size
	9781847801852

	A Stanton
	You’re A Bad Man, MrGum
	9781405223102

	J Valentine
	Iggy and Me
	9780007283620

	Faustin Charles
	Once Upon an Animal
	9780747538653

	Sharon Creech
	Granny Torelli Makes Soup
	9780747564683

	Jill Tomlinson
	Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark
	9781405271974

	Jane Clarke
	Plodney Creeper Supersloth
	978 0778708506

	Ted Hughes
	The Iron Man
	978 0571302246

	Caroline Binch
	Gregory Cool
	9781847802583

	Daisy Meadows
	Rainbow Magic (Series)
	9781408319789

	Christopher Moore
	Ishtar and Tammuz
	9780711210998

	Jessica Souhami
	Rama and the Demon King
	9780711211582

	Mary Hoffman
	Amazing Grace (Series)
	9781845077495

	Elizabeth Laird
	Secret Friends
	9780340664735

	Bruce Coville
	Russell Troy, Monster Boy
	9780340860779

	Jamie Rix
	Looking After Murphy
	9780340787984

	Sally Grindley
	Shhh!
	9780340746622

	Geraldine McCaughrean
	Perseus and the Gorgon Medusa
	9781409522331

	Tony Mitton
	Big Bad Raps
	9781843627517

	J Kinney
	The Ugly Truth
	9780141340821

	Reeve Lindbergh
	Nobody Owns the Sky 
	9780613056045

	Colin McNaughton
	Here Come the Aliens
	9780744543940

	Laurence Anholt
	Seriously Silly Stories (Series)
	9781841210377

	Enid Blyton
	The Enchanted Wood
	9781405230278

	Tony Mitton
	Big Sir B and the Monster Maid
	9781841214986

	Roald Dahl
	Matilda
	9780141346342

	Margaret Mayo
	Rumpelstiltskin
	9780721402185

	Ursula Jones
	The Witch's Children and the Queen
	9781843620365

	Daisy Meadows
	Amber the Orange Fairy(Series)
	9781843620174

	Rose Impey
	Bad Bears and Good Bears
	9781860399725

	Sarah Lean
	A Dog Called Homeless
	9780007455034

	R L Asquith
	Letters from an Alien Schoolboy
	9781848120945

	J K Rowling
	Harry Potter Series
	9781408812525

	L Pichon
	Tom Gates Genious Ideas (Series)
	9781407134505

	Terry Deary
	Horrid Histories (Series)
	9781407108155

	Megan Rix
	The Bomber Dog
	9780141347899

	Rachel Renee Russell
	Dork Diaries (Series)
	9780857079381

	Enid Blyton
	Famous Five Collection
	9781444910582
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	Author
	Title
	ISBN

	PUPIL RECOMMENDATIONS

	Adam Blade
	Beast Quest (Series)
	9781846164835

	Jeff Kinney
	Diary of a Wimpy Kid (Series)
	9780141324906

	Michael Morpurgo
	Butterfly Lion
	9780006751038

	Lucy Daniels
	Animal Ark (Series)
	9780340875803

	Francesca Simon
	Horrid Henry (Series)
	9781444013849

	Geronimo Stilton
	Geronimo Stilton (Series)
	9780141341255

	David Walliams
	Gangsta Granny
	9780007371464

	M Handford
	Where's Wally: Fantastic Journey
	9781406305876

	K Wallace
	Think of an Eel
	9780744562705

	Various
	SpongeBob: Fool’s Gold
	9781845769048

	D Postgate
	Smelly Bill’s Whiffy Weekend
	9781845394684

	Moshi Monsters:
	Disco Mystery Puzzles
	9781409390770

	C McNaughton
	Jolly Roger
	9780744531732

	N May
	Dancing on Air  Poppy Love
	9781406329117

	Egmont Books
	Ben 10 (Series)
	978-0603564703

	T Taylor
	31 Ways to Change the World
	9781406327151

	M Symons
	I’m 8 and I’ve  …
	9780330517683

	Fleur Hitchcock
	The Yoghurt Plot
	9781471403248

	Julia Donaldson
	Stick Man
	9781407108827

	Charlie James
	Dino-egg
	9780747592266

	Mina Javaherbin
	Football Star
	9781406357219

	Kaye Umansky
	The Wickedest Witch in the World
	9781781122013

	Dav Pilkey
	The Adventures of Captain Underpants
	9780439014571

	Terry Deary
	Perilous Pirates
	9781407114682

	Wendelin Van Draanen
	Sammy Keyes and the Hotel Thief
	9780439981239

	James Carter
	How to Turn Your Teacher Purple!
	9781408126486

	Dan Gutman
	The Homework Machine
	9781416954590

	J.K. Rowling
	Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone
	9780747558194

	Michael Morpurgo
	War Horse
	9781405226660

	James Robertson
	The Boy and the Bunnet
	9780956957832

	D Walliams
	The Boy in the Dress
	9780007279043

	Roy Apps
	Chris Hoy
	9780749691967

	D Wiesner
	Tuesday
	9780395870822


[image: image18.jpg]St





[image: image19.jpg]C ‘ \;%*

P







Recommended Online Sites (
http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading/book-lists/kids
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/
http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/
· PARENTAL GUIDANCE MAY BE REQUIRED WHEN CHOOSING A SUITABLE BOOK.

