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G78 1SY
Dear Parent/Carer

Gartmore Residential Course - February 2020
I am pleased to inform you that I can now give you details of a forthcoming symphony orchestra residential course at Gartmore House, Gartmore, Stirlingshire, FK8 3RS, which we are planning. I apologise for the short notice, but as last year, we have only just found out the levels of funding which we have secured for this exciting programme, plus I have recently returned to work after a serious illness. 
The Symphony Orchestra will be rehearsing a programme of classical music this year with a performance hopefully in Sherbrook/St Gilbert’s sometime in late February or early March 2020. The repertoire will include popular classics, which should hopefully appeal to performers and audience alike.
The residential course will run from the afternoon of Sunday 9 February 2020 until late afternoon on Tuesday 11 February 2020 – I do hope your son/daughter is available. We have managed to secure a degree of funding, which will subsidise the weekend, so there will be a one off payment of £100 to cover the weekend, including all meals, tuition and travel. 
Coaches will pick up pupils from St Ninian’s HS at 2.45 pm on Sunday 9 February and transport us to Gartmore House in time for a 4.00 pm rehearsal – unfortunately we cannot get into Gartmore before 4.00pm.  Returning on the Tuesday, we leave Gartmore House at 4pm with buses returning to St Ninian’s HS at approximately 5.30pm.

We would ask orchestra members to ensure that they have spare strings, reeds, valve oil etc. to cover the weekend and please bring a collapsible music stand.
Could you please email us at instrumentalmusicservice@eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk to let us know whether your son or daughter will be available for the residential weekend as soon as possible and no later than Friday 6 December 2019.

Yours sincerely,
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Donald Finlayson

Instrumental Music Services Manager
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Mhairi Shaw, Director of Education, East Renfrewshire Offices, 211 Main St, Barrhead, G78 1SY
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