
Numeracy/Maths at Home 
 

 
Here are a few ideas for fun learning activities to help develop your 

child’s numeracy and maths skills at home and in the community.   

 

There are many opportunities for encouraging sorting, counting, matching; 

sequencing; creating or following patterns; measuring and using numbers at 

home. For example you could involve your child in: 

 

 Setting the table -  counting out the number of tumblers required; 

pairing knives and forks; matching cups to saucers etc.  

 Sorting the washing – pairing socks by pattern/colour/size; sorting 

all mum’s things/big brother’s things etc.  

 Children getting dressed independently. This can help to practise 

sequencing – first you put on pants, next vest, then socks etc.  

 Programming the microwave or washing machine by pressing the 

correct numbers/turning the dial to a particular number  

 Looking at different patterns in the environment. Examples on 

clothing, patterns in nature e.g. leaves/animal print. Going on a 

pattern walk to look for examples e.g. stripes/spots/zig zag 

patterns on drain covers.  

 Making up patterns using a variety of objects found around the 

house e.g.  

 

                                                                        …… what comes next?  

 

 Can your child copy the pattern? Predict what will come next? 

Saying the pattern out loud together can help your child. 

 Talking about shapes in the environment. How many rectangular 

shapes can they spot in the room? Going on a shape walk to find 

different examples of circles.  

 Talking about the difference between 2D and 3D shapes – 

circle/sphere; square/cube; rectangle/cuboid etc. 

 Playing shops, making up price tags and giving change. 

 Sorting and matching coins. Talking about some of the ways in which 

money is used.  

 Looking at different ways to measure time – egg timers; watches; 

digital clock on the microwave; calendar; stopwatch on phone etc.  

 Talking about their daily routine/timetable. What time do we get 

up? When do we go to nursery? What time do we have lunch? etc.  



 Talking about which things we do during the day and things which 

happen at night e.g. going swimming/visiting granny/putting on 

pyjamas.  

 Measuring their own height and recording this on a growth chart. 

Comparing heights of different family members. Who is the tallest? 

 Using string or a ribbon to measure various items in the home e.g. 

length of table legs/circumference of table top. 

 Cooking and baking. Following the steps in recipes and measuring 

ingredients. Setting a timer. Talking about cooking temperature 

(adults should place the items in the oven/cook on the stove).   

 Finding numbers in the environment, e.g. house numbers; number 

plates; timetables; clocks; price list; phones; scales; calculators 

 Playing treasure hunt games – e.g. can you find 3 green things and 5 

yellow things?  

 Encouraging your child to count out objects by touching each item 

only once. Letting them know that the last number we counted tells 

us how many there are in a set.  

 Using 2 different colours of items e.g. pebbles/buttons to make 

numbers in different ways e.g. 4 pink and 3 yellow make 7 buttons 

or 5 yellow and 2 pink.  

 Rather than counting all of the items when adding 2 sets (e.g. a set 

of 6 red pencils and 3 green ones), show your child that they can 

count the first set, (6) hold that number in their head and then 

start from the next number (7, 8, 9) to count on to find the bigger 

number.  

 Using a coat hanger and clothes pegs for addition and subtraction. 

Invite your child to clip on 3 pegs (dolly pegs are easiest). Ask them 

to add 2 more – ask them to count how many there are all together. 

Can they slide the pegs along the hanger to make 5 in different 

ways? How many ways can they make 5? E.g. 3 +2; 4 + 1: 1 + 1 + 1 +2 

etc. Turn the hanger around to show that 1 +4  is the same as 4 + 1. 

They both make 5. Add more pegs and see how many different ways 

they can make the total number.  Take 3 away. How many now etc.?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


