
Barrier Games 

 

What are Barrier Games? 

Barrier games are activities in which two people are working to achieve the same result 

without being able to see each other.  This can be a motivating way to help children to 

practice a range of key communication skills.  

 

How to play Barrier Games 

 A barrier is placed between the two players so that neither player can see the other 

player’s scene/items. You can use a box, an easel or similar to block the other player’s 

view. 

 Each player has the identical set of materials. Lego, building blocks or drawing 

materials are a few popular choices but you can use anything to hand. 

 One player places an item onto their scene, giving specific and detailed verbal 

instructions to the other player about what object they are placing, where they are 

placing it and how they are placing it. The game can also be played by each player 

drawing an item and describing it to the other payer. 

 The other player listens carefully and attempts to place the same object in the exact 

same place on their side. 

 Repeat until all items have been placed or the drawing has been completed. 

 Remove the barrier and compare the scenes of the two players to see how similar they 

look. 

 

                         

 

   

 



What are the children learning?  

 

Barrier games are versatile and can be used to target a variety of speech and language skills 

and are lots of fun. 

 Following directions  

 Listening carefully 

 Giving clear specific instructions 

 Turn Taking 

 Vocabulary 

 Prepositions - on, under, above, next to etc. 

 

As I listen and talk in different situations, I am learning to take turns and am 

developing my awareness of when to talk and when to listen.  LIT0-02a     
 

 

I listen or watch for useful or interesting information and I use this to make 

choices or learn new things. LIT 0-04a 

 

As I listen and take part in conversations and discussions, I discover new 

words and phrases which I use to help me express my ideas, thoughts and 

feelings. LIT 0-10a 

 
 

  

 Respond appropriately when listening for information, instructions and 

directions. 

 Use language to report, instruct, predict, compare, explain, justify and 

reason. 

 Take turns know when to talk and when to listen. 
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