
  

  

Making Ice Boats                                          

 
You will need  

 

Ice cube tray or similar small shallow containers                                     

Paper – could be recycled wrapping paper 

Pens 

Scissors 

Toothpicks 

Blu tac 

Food colouring (optional) 

 

 

What to do 

 

Press some Blu tac into the bottom of each mould. 

 

Pierce a toothpick into the Blu tac. 

 

Pour water into your mould. 

 

You could add food colouring, maybe using a different colour for every 

boat. 

 

Place in the freezer and wait until they are frozen. 

 

While you are waiting for them to freeze you can make the sails  

by cutting small triangles, or any shape you wish, from some paper and 

decorating them. 

 

When they are frozen, thread the toothpick through the bottom of the 

paper sail and out through the top. 

 

Do you think the boat will float? Test it out in a basin or sink of water.  

 

 

 

 



You could also - 

 

 time how long they take to melt. 

 

 make them different sizes using a variety of containers. 

 

 make them different depths of water. 

 

 Just have fun experimenting! 

 

 

 

What are the children learning? 
 

By investigating how water can change from one form 

to another, I can relate my findings to everyday 

experiences.   SCN 0-05a / SCN 1-05a 

Through discovery, natural curiosity and imagination, I 

explore ways to construct models or solve problems. 

TCH 0-14a 
 

Within real and imaginary settings, I am developing my 

practical skills as I select and work with a range of 

materials and tools. TCH 0-12a 
 

I have experimented with everyday items as units of 

measure to investigate and compare sizes and amounts 

in my environment. MNU 0-11a 
 

I am aware of how routines and events in my world link 

with times and seasons, and have explored ways to 

record and display these using clocks, calendars and 

other methods. MNU 0-10a 
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