Here are some things you could do at home to help your child’s learning:
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As not all children in the family centre will celebrate Christmas, most of the following activities also relate to other cultural festivals.
· Provide a range of the following materials - cardboard, scissors, coloured pens, glue, sequins, glitter and ribbon - for your child to design and make their own festive decorations. 

· Take your child on a journey in the early evening to look at the Christmas lights. How many Christmas trees can they see in the windows on the way into town? How many pictures of Santa Claus can they spot in shop windows?

· Make a shopping list with your child for some special food.  Ask your child to draw a picture of each item. Read the list with your child in the supermarket and help him/her to look for each item in turn. Encourage your child to look at the pictures and initial letters on the labels for clues.  Can they work out what’s in the tin? 
· Put on some festive music and sing and dance with your child.
· Bake some biscuits together with your child. Try rolling out some shortbread or gingerbread mixture and provide Christmas cutters, or encourage your child to form the dough into Christmas shapes such as bells, trees or snowmen. Make a small hole near the top. Once baked, the biscuits can be threaded with ribbon and hung on the Christmas tree.
· Provide paper, pens, glitter, sequins etc. for your child to make cards for grandparents and other family members. Provide envelopes for your child to decorate. Does your child know how Post Office staff know who the letter is for and to where it should be delivered? Talk about this as you address the envelopes. Go for a walk together to buy stamps and help your child post the cards.
· Put a bowl of pot pourri or a scented candle in the house. Ask your child to talk about the different smells and how they make them feel. Remind your child that only adults should light candles and that they should be kept in a safe place when lit, where they cannot be reached by young children or knocked over. 
· Involve your child in wrapping presents for friends or other family members. Can they find a label to match the paper? What shapes are the gift tags? Can they find a round one? How many pieces of sticky tape have they used on the present?
· Help your child to collect some pine cones, twigs or pebbles during a visit to the park. Your child can use these to make a Christmas decoration. You could paint them together (put down some newspaper first). When dried they can be placed in a bowl to make a table arrangement.
· Help your child to make a paper chain with strips of recycled paper/scrap pieces of Christmas paper and glue/sticky tape and hang this up as a decoration. 
· Wrap up warmly and go for a winter walk with your child. Look at the frost on the hedges and ice patterns on the car windows.  Explore what happens to the puddles when it gets very cold.  Take some bread, nuts or wild bird seed to feed the birds.
· Try some of the ideas at https://www.topmarks.co.uk/christmas/ChristmasGames.aspx
