
 

Nursery Rhymes 
 

 

Some things you could do at home to extend your child’s 

learning in this theme: 
 Teach your child some rhymes in your home language. 

 Sharing rhymes with your child not only is a way of bonding and sharing your 

own childhood experiences, but it can help them to read and spell later on when 

they start school. Research shows that children are not concerned with the 

words, but enjoy the rhythm, patterns and sounds of language. The benefits of 

sharing nursery rhymes with your child are summarised in a brief online article 

at http://www.funfelt.com/why-nursery-rhymes.html 

 You can borrow a book of rhymes from the local library or find words online.  

 Encourage your child to fill in the missing words in well known rhymes. Can they 

guess what the word at the end will be?  

 Explain that a rhyme is a word which sounds the same at the end. Give some 

examples such as bed/head; dog/frog; cat/hat. Can your child think of any 

other words which rhyme?  

 Make up a nonsense rhyme with your child. Children love making up their own 

words and ‘silly sounds’. 

 Read some rhyming stories, such as Room on the Broom by Julia Donaldson, Dr. 

Seuss stories or Hairy Maclary by Lynley Dodd.  

 The CBeebies website has interactive games based on Nursery Rhymes. 

 Some of the children are currently interested in spiders. Say the Incy Wincy 

Spider rhyme with your child: 
 

Incy Wincy Spider climbed up the water spout.  

Down came the rain and washed the spider out. 

Out came the sunshine and dried up all the rain 

So Incy Wincy Spider climbed up the spout again. 
 

 Take your child for a walk to look for spiders and their webs. Help your child 

to take some photographs of the webs. Look at the webs at different times 

of the day and in different weather conditions. Webs can look magical in the 

frost. Provide dark coloured paper and glitter glue for your child to make a 

frosty spider web pattern. 

 Explain that the water spout in Incy Wincy Spider is the drain pipe. Can your 

child find any drainpipes?  What happens when it rains? What would happen if 

a spider was climbing up inside the drainpipe? 

 Read The Very Busy Spider by Eric Carle for a simple explanation of how a 

spider web is formed.  Your child can watch an animated version of the story: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfL0g-XRxnA 

 

http://www.funfelt.com/why-nursery-rhymes.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfL0g-XRxnA

