
Ideas for early writing 

 

 

Writing is an important communication skill, but children should  

not be put under pressure to write. Every stage of writing is important, 

from scribbling to forming recognisable letters.  Here are some ideas:    

 

 Bending and forming playdough into letter shapes  

 Baking food items in different letter shapes, e.g. bread, biscuits 

 Painting on an outside wall using a bucket of water and a brush. 

This also works well with empty washing up bottles. 

 Large chalks on a chalk board or charcoal on the ground outdoors 

 Practise writing letters with your fingers in shaving foam, flour, 

sugar, salt and play sand. Large metallic oven trays are ideal. 

 Using foam letters or magnetic letters in the bath/on the fridge 

 Finger painting to practise letter formation 

 Using arms and hands to write huge letters in the air 

 Making cards or letters to post to family members and friends 

 Using a computer to practise finding capital letters. Typing random 

letters on a blank document.  

 Creating letters with our bodies on the floor and taking 

photographs 

 Using everyday objects such as cutlery, shells, pebbles to make 

letters  

 Set example by writing for real life, meaningful purposes e.g. 

making a shopping list, thank you card, writing a letter. Your child 

can get involved by making their own list etc.  

 Provide notepads, pencils, crayons or washable pens for your child 

to use in their play, for example set up a pretend café with tables 

and chairs. Your child could write a sign and opening times for the 

café. They could make a menu, write down orders, make a bill.  

 Children enjoy writing on dry wipe boards or using clipboards, paper 

and pen to make lists/pretend to take the register.  

 Value and praise all of their attempts at writing from scribble 

stages, wiggly lines, letter-like symbols to copying and then writing 

their own letters and words.  

 When your child starts to recognise familiar words and letters in 

the environment, this is an indication that they are 

ready to begin practising forming letters.   

 Use magnetic letters or flash cards to build and sound 

out words. 


