


WELCOME TO PRIMARY 2 BOOK BAG GIFTING SESSION 

9.15 – 9.45 = Workshop

9.45 – 10.15 = Bag Gifting



PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 
Parental involvement in children’s learning is one of the 
best ways to improve educational outcomes for all 
children. 

Read Write Count with the First Minister is a key part 
of the Scottish Government’s commitment to raise 
attainment by building parents' confidence and 
encouraging families to include fun and easy reading, 
writing and counting activities in their everyday lives. 

Lots of supports available for families 

With your encouragement and support, your child will 
find it easier to create positive life-long learning habits 
and further develop skills as an independent learner.

Useful links

Giffnock Primary – Languages and Literacy 

Giffnock Primary – Numeracy and 

Mathematics 

Home Learning at Giffnock Primary School

Homework at Giffnock Primary

Literacy Library 

Story time at Giffnock Primary

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/er/Giffnock/curriculum/languages-and-literacy/
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/er/Giffnock/curriculum/mathematics-and-numeracy/
https://sites.google.com/er.glow.scot/giffnock-home-learning/home
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/hXZfTZvWa8Y2qteu
https://www.thinglink.com/scene/1428334497757134850
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/er/Giffnock/giffnock-nursery-class/story-time-at-giffnock/


LITERACY DEVELOPMENT 
Talking & Listening 

Developed through planned 
activities and play in all 
curricular areas

 Encouraged to use and 
develop listening skills in many 
different ways

Giffnock communication code 

Reading
• Children benefit from a 

literacy rich environment –

reading, saying rhymes, 

playing games with letter 

sounds

• Use a range of different 

reading schemes – variety 

of genres, text and 

develop confidence and 

fluency  

Writing
• Encouraged to ‘mark 

make’ or ‘have a go’ at 

writing

• Develop fine motor skills

• Teachers model the 

writing process 

• Formal handwriting 

lessons



BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS 

Children’s reading lists

https://www.penguin.co.uk/search-results?tab=articles&childrensCategory=childrens-reading-lists


AUDIO BOOKS 
Listening to a book being read helps your child learn punctuation, enunciation and 
emphasis, all of which bring out the meaning of the text and improve speaking and 
writing skills.  Audio books are great for times when you are not available to spend 
that time with them or when reading a book isn’t suitable for example, in the car or in 
the bath.  

Storyline Online – Home

BBC IPlayer – Cbeebies Bedtime Stories 

Borrowbox through East Renfrewshire Culture and Leisure

https://storylineonline.net/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/bedtime-stories
https://www.enjoyeastren.org/libraries/books-e-books-and-e-magazines/read-online-ebooks-and-eaudiobooks/


READING AT HOME 



READING AT HOME 



READING AT HOME 





THE BALLAD OF CACTUS JOE
The children will have read the story in class so are familiar with it but you are 
welcome to re-read it together.

Some activities to complete together:

Talk about the story, count how many different animals are in the book, talk about 
or record their different heights and lengths

Identify rhyming words and then think of more words that rhyme 

Make and decorate a new hat for Cactus Joe 

Create your own cactus, you can use colour or collage materials 

Cactus Joe was grumpy at first, but by the end of the story, he made friends with all 
the different types of birds. Use the worksheet to write the qualities that make you a 
good friend



BARBARA THROWS A WOBBLER
The children haven’t read this story yet so start off by reading it.

The author uses lots of italics, bold and CAPITAL letters in the story. Can you find 
them and talk about how they change the way you read the story?

Resources

Use the binoculars to find different shapes.  Keep a list.  How many different shapes 
can you find?   

Ask a friend or a grown up to write a secret message on a piece of paper. See how 
far away they have to walk until you cant read it any more through your binoculars. 
Can you estimate how far away they are? 

Place the domino cards face down. Have one person pick a card. Everyone has to 
guess the total amount of spots by asking yes or no questions, for example, "Is it an 
odd number?", "Is the total more than 5?"



CONTINUE THE FUN AT HOME! 

There are lots more fun ideas available.  They can be found here:

Read, Write, Count 2025

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/read-write-count-for-p2

