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WELCOME TO PRIMARY 2 BOOK BAG GIFTING SESSION

9.15 — 9.45 = Workshop
9.45 - 10.15 = Bag Gifting




PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT Usefullinks

Parental involvement in children’s learning is one of the Giffnock Primary — Languages and Literacy
best ways to improve educational outcomes for all
children. Giffnock Primary — Numeracy and

Mathematics

Read Write Count with the First Minister is a key part

of the Scottish Government’s commitment to raise Home Learning at Giffnock Primary School
attainment by building parents' confidence and
encouraging families to include fun and easy reading,
writing and counting activities in their everyday lives.

Homework at Giffnock Primary

Literacy Library

Lots of supports available for families
Story time at Giffnock Primary

With your encouragement and support, your child will
find it easier to create positive life-long learning habits
and further develop skills as an independent learner.

READ ‘
WRITE

COUNT
with the First Minister

Scottish
Book Trust



https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/er/Giffnock/curriculum/languages-and-literacy/
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/er/Giffnock/curriculum/mathematics-and-numeracy/
https://sites.google.com/er.glow.scot/giffnock-home-learning/home
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/hXZfTZvWa8Y2qteu
https://www.thinglink.com/scene/1428334497757134850
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/er/Giffnock/giffnock-nursery-class/story-time-at-giffnock/

LITERACY DEVELOPMENT

Talking & Listening
“ Developed through planned

activities and play in all Writing
curricular areas * Encouraged to ‘mark
* Encouraged to use and Reading make’ or ‘have a go’ at
develop listening skills in many | | , Childr;n benefit from writing
different ways . : : * Develop fine motor skills
literacy rich environment —
* Giffnock communication code reading, saying rhymes * Teachers model the
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BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS

Children’s reading lists
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85 books to read before Christmas gifts for 2025: The best poetry books for 11 sleepy audiobooks to help
you're 12 Books for 9 to 12-year-olds children little ones nod off


https://www.penguin.co.uk/search-results?tab=articles&childrensCategory=childrens-reading-lists

AUDIO BOOKS

Listening to a book being read helps your child learn punctuation, enunciation and
emphasis, all of which bring out the meaning of the text and improve speaking and
writing skills. Audio books are great for times when you are not available to spend
that time with them or when reading a book isn’t suitable for example, in the car or in
The bC”'h. NOVEMBER FEATURED VIDEOS

Home / Libraries / Books, e-books and e-magazines /

Read Online eBooks and eAudiobooks

Borrowbox through East Renfrewshire Culture and Leisure  [2EETe K018 e -X:1=1eTe) ¢ X2 ]e

eAudiobooks



https://storylineonline.net/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/bedtime-stories
https://www.enjoyeastren.org/libraries/books-e-books-and-e-magazines/read-online-ebooks-and-eaudiobooks/

READING AT HOME

Before

e Find a comfortable spot where you can both enjoy the book

¢ Discuss the title, read the blurb and make a prediction based on this
information as well as using the image on the front cover

e Is it fiction or non-fiction?

e Have a look through the book with your child, introduce them to character
names and any unfamiliar vocabulary or phrases. Let them look at these
words or phrases and try rehearsing them out loud. This helps build
confidence, helps your child get ready to read and understand what they are
reading.



READING AT HOME

During

 Identify various grammar and punctuation to help support fluency and
expression

e Look at the illustrations and discuss as often these provide much more
information about the story

o If your child makes a mistake or is unsure of a word, give them some time to
problem solve (apout four seconds). If they can't work it out, tell them the
word and encourage them to repeat the word back to you. Avoid asking your
child to 'sound it out' as that isn't always helpful. Instead 'work it out" will
encourage your child to problem solve.

A Look at the First Level Reading Strategies
‘&8 Look at the first letters Ask for help
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Prompts for Problem Solving

e 'Look at the first letter'

e 'Does it look right?

e 'Look for a little word e.g inside'
e 'Does it sound right?'

e 'Does that make sense?'

e 'Use the picture to help’

e 'Try that again’

e 'Get your mouth ready for the first sound'



READING AT HOME

After

e Ask your child some questions about the text. Keep questions open to avoid
yes or no answers e.g 'who', 'what', 'where'. Give your child specific praise so
they know what they have done well e.g 'I like the way that you used the
picture to help you work out that word'

e Retell the story in their own words using only the pictures from the text
e Hunt for the spelling rule of the week in the text
e Relate the story to real-life experiences your child may have had

e Share opinions of the text




Contents

This year's P2 bag contains:

® PBarbara Throws a Wobbler by Nadia Shireen
® The Ballad of Cactus Joe by Lily Murray and Clive McFarland
® Folding binoculars

® A deck of cards with Dominoes, Story Cards and Talk it Out
conversation prompts and Act it Out acting prompts

® An activity booklet and pencil



THE BALLAD OF CACTUS JOE

The children will have read the story in class so are familiar with it but you are
welcome to re-read it together.

Some activities to complete together:

JTalk about the story, count how many different animals are in the book, talk about
or record their different heights and lengths

_lIdentify rhyming words and then think of more words that rhyme
_IMake and decorate a new hat for Cactus Joe
ICreate your own cactus, you can use colour or collage materials

ICactus Joe was grumpy at first, but by the end of the story, he made friends with all
the different types of birds. Use the worksheet to write the qualities that make you a
good friend



* BARBARA THROWS A
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BARBARA THROWS A WOBBLER

The children haven’t read this story yet so start off by reading it.

IThe author uses lots of italics, bold and CAPITAL letters in the story. Can you find
them and talk about how they change the way you read the story?

Resources

JIUse the binoculars to find different shapes. Keep a list. How many different shapes
can you find?

JAsk a friend or a grown up to write a secret message on a piece of paper. See how
far away they have to walk until you cant read it any more through your binoculars.
Can you estimate how far away they are?

IPlace the domino cards face down. Have one person pick a card. Everyone has to
guess the total amount of spots by asking yes or no questions, for example, "Is it ar
odd number?”, "Is the total more than 52"

o\®®
o\®®



CONTINUE THE FUN AT HOME!

There are lots more fun ideas available. They can be found here:

Read, Write, Count 2025



https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/read-write-count-for-p2

