


 All young people need support to help them learn

 Some young people will require support that is additional 
to, or different from, that received by young people of the 
same age to ensure they benefit from education. 

 Additional support needs can be long and short-term and 
can be due to:

 Disability or health

 Learning environment

 Family circumstances

 Social and emotional factors 

[Education (Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) 
Act (2004) and (2009]



• Estimated that 1 in 10 people has dyslexia.

• Dyslexia exists in all cultures and across the range of abilities 

• Often runs in the family. There is no ‘cure’ but lots of practical things 
can help 

• Dyslexia is a learning ‘difference’, which means that the brain can 
approach things in a different way to other people

• Not just about reading and writing

• Nothing to do with intelligence.
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“Dyslexia can be described as a continuum of difficulties in 
learning to read, write and/or spell, which persist despite the 
provision of appropriate learning opportunities. These 
difficulties often do not reflect an individual’s cognitive abilities 
and may not be typical of performance in other areas. The 
impact of dyslexia as a barrier to learning varies in degree 
according to the learning and teaching environment, as there 
are often associated difficulties”.

(Scottish Government, Dyslexia Scotland and the Cross Party Group on

Dyslexia in the Scottish Parliament, 2009).
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4N6RKHOHMJQ
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