
 

 

 

Friday 8th May 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I hope that you are well and that you have had a good week. Just a reminder that our Google 

Classrooms will re-open on Monday 11th and that no new activities have been posted yesterday or 

today because of the in-service day on Thursday and May Holiday today. 

As it was a short school week, we have decided to issue a joint weekly round up from the school and 

Parent Council. 

We held our first virtual Parent Council meeting on Wednesday evening and it was lovely to see so 

many parents attending (and some wee visitors coming on screen to say hello.) 

Our agenda addressed some key questions and issues parents/carers have at the moment and 

hopefully our discussions will help us to continue to work together during this uncertain period of 

school and nursery closure. 

Please read on to find out more and don’t hesitate to get in touch if you would like some more 

information. 

Our contact details are: 

SchoolMail@crookfur.e-renfrew.sch.uk 

CrookfurParentCouncil@gmail.com 

Our Parent Council also operates a closed Facebook group where reminders and updates are 

regularly posted (https://www.facebook.com/groups/641159122756737/).  

If you have any matters that that you would like your year group representatives to raise then please 

contact the Parent Council. Although we plan to meet again at the beginning of June, please don’t 

feel you have to wait until then to get in touch. As always, you can contact the school at any time. 

You will know that a further extension to lockdown was confirmed yesterday by the First Minister. 

As a result there is no change to our position and we will continue to operate our school and nursery 

as we are at present until further notice. 

We send thanks to all of our children and families for continuing to adhere to Government 

guidelines, practising safe social distancing, frequent handwashing and staying at home to protect 

themselves, others and our health and care services. 

Have a lovely restful weekend. 

Kindest regards 

 

 

Sheena McGuigan  and  Denny Henderson 

Head Teacher  Parent Council Chair 
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Parent Council Zoom Meeting - Wednesday 6 May 2020  

Attendees: 

Denny, Mrs McGuigan, Mrs Slorach, Mrs Jamieson, Kari, Conor, Catherine, Ailsa, Gillian, Karen, 

Michelle, Lisa, Allyson, Jenny, David, Alistair, Melanie, Dawn, Adele, Beverly 

1. School Hub 

Mrs McGuigan provided some information about how school hubs are operating. There are 6 

Hubs throughout East Renfrewshire. Crookfur is part of Mearns North hub, with Mearns, St 

Cadoc’s and Eastwood High School and is based at St Cadoc’s Primary. 

We have been made very welcome at St Cadoc’s and our hub is one of the busiest. Around 

70-80 children attending daily across nursery, primary and secondary. Schools operate 

individually but share as much as they can and children benefit from additional activities 

provided by Active Schools, outdoor play and some community links as well as the remote 

learning provided through home learning packs and Google Classroom. 

We are fortunate that out staff have remained healthy and are all working on a rota basis in 

the hub nursery and school classes. We are currently operating 4 classes: Nursery, P1-2, P3-

5, P6-7. 

We are working to maintain our established community links with local care homes and 

NMBC are beginning to work on a collaborative art project across whole hub.  

Some of the children attending the hub do feel they are missing out as they still have to go 

to bed early and get up early for school and aren’t able to do some of the activities that their 

friends are doing at home e.g. baking. We are looking at the experiences that the children 

are able to access and are working to develop opportunities for some cooking and gardening 

skills. 

There are some challenges, especially in maintaining social distance with the very young 

children. We take a sensible, safe approach, but if a child needs a hug they’ll get one. 

2. School Focus 

We have introduced some systems to monitor learner engagement, especially as we aren’t 

able to take a daily register. We know children are using both digital and paper based 

activities so we can’t just base engagement on children’s presence on google classrooms.  

 We would encourage all school children to check in online daily, even if they are 

working on learning pack tasks.  

 Please click “mark as done” when children complete online tasks even if they are 

choosing not to upload completed activities.  

If we are concerned that we haven’t heard from a child for a day or two, we will contact you 

to check in and see if there are any technical problems etc that we can help with.  

Teachers are currently working on end of year reports. A new online ParentsPortal is being 

developed by ERC and the intention is that reports may be distributed electronically through 

the portal however the school will likely post these out at the end of May/ beginning of June. 

A text/e-mail will be sent to say they have been posted so that parents can look out for 

them. 

 



3. Discussions re Home Learning 

Mrs McGuigan was asked whether school would open before the end of June, however at 

present she is unable to say.  

Discussion re quantity and type of work. Different perspectives across and even within age 

groups and dependent on ages of siblings. Children in the upper school will likely get more 

‘open ended’ tasks whilst younger children will get a greater number of smaller tasks to 

complete.  

Teachers are working extremely hard and doing their best to juggle many balls. We have 
agreed that teachers will identify a set time each day where they will be online to respond to 
children’s questions. Although they will check on the classroom throughout the day they 
can’t make instant responses to children’s comments on Google Classroom. They will be 
working on other things or possibly in the hub.  
 

 During a normal school day parents would be able to email or phone teachers 
through the school office. The same process should be followed during lockdown. 
Teachers can then respond when they are available.  
SchoolMail@crookfur.e-renfrew.sch.uk / 0141 570 7120 
 

 Parents are asked not to use the private comments feature on Google Classroom 
to raise any concerns. Teachers do not get any kind of automatic alert that there is 
a message waiting to be read. It is better for parents to contact the school office 
rather than risk their comment being missed. 

 
All members of the Parent Council gave resounding appreciation and praise for teachers, 

their effort, support and variety of work. 

Mrs McGuigan stated that it is important for parents not to feel the day is timetabled as 

everyone is in different situations and with different access to devices. The key message is 

that whatever you’re doing is enough. It doesn’t matter what anyone else is doing. If people 

are struggling they should contact the school as there are things that can be done to help. 

Suggestion to put more resources onto website if some parents need more to keep the kids 

occupied. Can dip in and out, rather than on google classroom task list and feel “should” do. 

Members suggested “Draw so Cute”, Bricks4Kids, Little Art School. An area will be set up on 

the website and parents can contribute ideas through the Parent Council. 

Mrs McGuigan noted that the Co-op have a “Resource Box” in Neilston and Barrhead that 

schools put supplies in and parents can take from as required. Once could be set up in Harvie 

Avenue with some equipment such as stationery, glue sticks etc.  

Parents agreed P1s need a lot of input. Sometimes only one task a day is reasonable and 

writing tasks can be very hard. Only expectation is to do whatever you can do, which will be 

different for everyone. 

Mrs Jamieson highlighted the nursery class google drive and blog as well as their Twitter 

feed which offers suggested activities and resources for our younger children. 

4. Forward Planning/ Recovery Planning 

 

A Recovery Planning team has been set up in the authority. They will work to provide 

guidance to schools to support recovery and re-opening when Government policy allows. 
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Planning will be for numerous scenarios going forward, for example considering how 
learning would look if we have a phased return. There were some questions and discussion 
around live teaching sessions to begin to introduce new learning concepts for children. An 
approach to online teaching is being developed by the authority and will involve teachers 
from all schools and video tutorials. More information on this will follow. ERC not allowing 
use of Zoom even for teacher meetings due to security and privacy concerns. Microsoft 
Teams is being utilised for this. 
 
There are many positives to the development of our digital approaches during lockdown 
both in terms of children’s and teachers’ skills. We can continue to use for example Google 
Classroom for setting homework in future. 

 
5. House activities 

 
Mr McMillan is keen to hold Crookfur’s Got Talent virtually and is working with the House 
Captains remotely to plan this. 
 
He also hopes to plan some Sports Day activities for the children to complete for their 
Houses at home. The Sports Committee will be involved in the organisation of this. 
 

6. Primary 7 
 
Leavers Hoodies - It was noted that hooded tops with draw strings cannot be issued to 
children under 14. We had sourced a new supplier who could provide tops without the draw 
strings however there were issues contacting this supplier during lockdown and assume they 
are closed due to coronavirus. New supplier established (Gilmour Sports). Discussions 
ongoing re best way around draw string issue. 
   
Discussion around P7 leaving activities such as shirt signing, guard of honour, P7 dance. 
Suggestion that fundraising committee raises funds to bring children back next session for a 
prom. Possibility of children scanning signatures and all put on a T-shirt. Conclusion: children 
should be consulted to see what they prefer. 
 
Reports etc feed into groupings for S1. Discussions are already ongoing regarding groupings. 
Standardised testing will not be available for the reports (for any stage - P3, P5 or P7). This 
means standardised testing results will not be available to feed into high school groupings. 
These will instead be based on teacher feedback. SNSAs will not be carried out during school 
closure (P1, P4 and P7). Attainment levels will be based on teacher assessment only. 
 

7. P1 Transition 
 
Deadline and process for placing requests at all stages has been extended. School does not 
have access to P1 database as yet and therefore school cannot send out transition 
information. We anticipate various possibilities for transition such as virtual introduction to 
school and teachers. 
 
Current Primary One information e.g. information about uniform will be listed on the school 
website.  
 
We expect further induction information to be issued to parents in June including details of 
class teachers etc.  
 
A Facebook page has been set up for parents of children starting in August 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/257427695301546/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/257427695301546/


 
8. Nursery & Family Centre 

 
No information on nursery location as yet. Hope that construction may be one of first 
industries to return from lockdown and family centre construction can proceed. Unknown 
how many weeks behind schedule it has become.  
 
1140 hours expansion: ERC previously in a strong position in terms of workforce and 
infrastructure. Trying best to meet commitment. ERC has not yet provided numbers of new 
nursery intake only returners. 
 

9. Wider Transition Arrangements 
 
School is conscious of children who have additional needs and requirements for extended 
and supported transition. Discussions are ongoing, e.g. possibility of meeting old and new 
teacher and parents using Microsoft Teams. 
 
Transition to new way of schooling and what it will look like will be necessary for all children. 
 
Information about class and teacher allocations for 2020/21 session will be released in June 
before the end of term.  
 

10. Keeping in Touch 
 
The school and nursery are keen to keep in touch with all children and are working through a 
rolling programme to contact families. Priority has been given to children who have 
additional learning needs or where they have needed some support with IT and online 
learning so far, but we will continue to contact as many children as we can. 
 
All of the nursery keyworkers have telephoned the children and families in their groups. 
 

11. Date of Next Meeting 
 
The next virtual Parent Council meeting will likely take place in early June.  

 

 

 

 


