This session, we are continuing our work on pupil and school accreditations.

Family Friendly Accreditation
[image: image1.emf]Early years establishments and schools are awarded ‘Family Friendly’, ‘Family Centred’ and ‘Family Focused’ status when they can provide evidence of good practice in supporting and developing family centred approaches.

These awards are achieved through a self-evaluation and supportive validation process. This provides an endorsement of an establishment’s capacity to support parents in a comprehensive way.

Family Friendly in Busby Primary and Early Learning and Childcare Centre

Our current position is that Busby Nursery Class has already been awarded Family Friendly Accreditation at Silver Level and are currently one of two Early Years Establishments piloting the bid for the Gold Award of ’Family Focused’ . 
Busby Primary School was awarded Friendly Accreditation at Bronze Level in June 2016 and we are currently working towards the Silver Award. 
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A New Context for School Food




Dynamic Youth Awards 

Continuing on from last year’s P7 success, all Primary 7 pupils will work with Mrs Brysland towards achieving Dynamic Youth Awards by planning and leading individual community projects of their choosing. These awards have been designed for young people to measure their own and each other’s achievements against benchmarks of responsibility .The process encourages young people to take increasing responsibility for their own future. This award can be continued in High School.

Digital Schools Award Scotland 
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This is an exciting new award which we hope to achieve this session. Digital Schools Awards Scotland is a new national awards programme which aims to promote, recognise and encourage a whole school approach to the use of digital technology in primary schools.  Schools that successfully complete the programme will receive a nationally recognised Digital Schools
How you can help

We hope you have enjoyed reading about our many successes. Please be prepared to support the various activities the children have planned in order to allow our school and community to continue to build values, attitudes, knowledge and skills which allow all our pupils to develop into global, responsible citizens who can make decisions to improve the quality of their own lives and that of future generations.

Yours sincerely
Sharon Hunter

Head Teacher
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Celebrating Achievement in Busby Primary School

Shout Loud, We’re Proud!
Session 2016/2017
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Dear Parent/Carer,
We were recently informed that we are being presented with another national award-the first ever Better Eating Better Learning Award. We are very proud of this achievement and felt we should remind our school community of the impressive range of accreditation we have achieved in the past two years. We are sure you will agree the list is remarkable. We will continue to seek national accreditation as a means of developing our young people as successful learners, confident individuals, responsible citizens and effective contributors.
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Better Eating Better Learning Award 

We are delighted to report that further to the excellent presentation given by Ben Cohen & Zara Stevens  at the ASSIST FM conference in August in relation to food education and how well Better Eating, Better Learning is embedded at Busby Primary, ASSIST FM have advised that they have awarded us the first ever Better Eating Better Learning  Award- the first Primary School in Scotland to receive this. This award will now be an annual feature at the ASSIST FM conference, showcasing the incredible work schools are doing in this area. We are so proud to receive this acknowledgement of the work being carried out in our school in the area of food education and how we develop our pupils’ skills for learning, life and work. We look forward to welcoming the team from ASSIST FM on Monday 19th December when the award will be presented.
Primary Science Quality Mark
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The Primary Science Quality Mark is an award scheme to enable primary schools across the UK to evaluate, strengthen and celebrate their science provision. Schools can achieve bronze, silver and gold awards. We are currently one of only three schools in Scotland to have been awarded the gold award. The award raises the profile of science in our school as we systematically evaluate and develop all aspects of science teaching and learning in Busby Primary. The award publicly celebrates our school's commitment to excellent primary science.  PSQM awards are valid for 3 years. We are currently working towards re- accreditation this session.
Other National Accreditation 

The development of our curriculum in Busby Primary School is underpinned by a coherent whole school approach to learning for sustainability. Learning for sustainability is truly embedded in the fabric of our school with every member of our schools community contributing to this work.
We can see just how well established it is in our work on Eco Schools, Rights Respecting Schools, International schools and Fairtrade.
We continue through various pupil groups to create action plans in order drive forward this work and to identify opportunities for us to receive or maintain further accreditation. Accreditation achieved so far include:
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Rights Respecting Schools Award Level 2 

The Level 2 Rights Respecting Schools Award is the highest level of the award. It is granted by Unicef UK to schools that have fully embedded children’s rights throughout the school in its policies, practice and ethos, as outlined in the four standards.

Achieving Level 2 means there is evidence that we have met the Level 2 Expected Outcomes and that:

· Our school has explicitly adopted a child rights approach based on the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC or CRC) and has embedded it in school policy, practice and culture

· Children, young people and adults in our school have a thorough understanding of child rights, and rights-respecting attitudes and language are embedded across the school

· RRSA has had a positive impact on children and young people’s learning and wellbeing

· Students see themselves as rights-respecting global citizens and are advocates for social justice, fairness and children’s rights at home and abroad

The Rights Respecting Committee will continue to highlight the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child and learning about Children’s Rights. We will continue to work in partnership with parents and carers to ensure the best interests of our children are a top priority. It is hoped that we can extend our work in this area by having some of our pupils trained as assessors. We will apply for reaccreditation of our level 2 award in June 2018.

John Muir Awards 
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Primary 7 pupils have undertaken work during their residential trip to Lochgoilhead which led to each individual achieving The John Muir Award. The John Muir Award is an environmental award scheme that encourages pupils to connect with, enjoy and care for wild places through a structured yet adaptable scheme. The Award has challenged each participant and taking part has developed an understanding of, and responsibility for, a chosen wild place or places. This led on from the work previously completed in this area when our P4 class were awarded the John Muir Award. 
Fairtrade Awards 
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A group of pupils are working with Miss Wight in order to maintain our status as a Level 3 “Fair Achiever School”. This is the 3rd and highest level of award which can be received by schools. We have previously been awarded Fair Aware (Level 1) and Fair Active (Level 2) status. To achieve Fair Achiever we submitted evidence which proved Fairtrade is fully embedded into the daily life of our school and that we will continue to work to raise awareness of Fairtrade in our local community.
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Eco Schools 
The Eco Committee and Specialist groups (Compositors, Waste Watchers, Energy Enforcers, Hydro Heroes) will work towards renewing our Fourth Eco Flag this year. The focus for our application will be Litter, Improving Our School Grounds and Food and the Environment.
Eco-Schools is the largest sustainable schools programme in the world.  It is an international initiative designed to encourage whole-school community action on Learning for Sustainability.  It is an environmental management tool, a learning resource and a recognised award scheme which empowers children and young people to take action towards an economically, socially and environmentally just world.

The initiative provides a framework for learning and action which affords a wealth of opportunities for linking sustainable development education, global citizenship and outdoor learning. Eco-Schools weave these elements together through the everyday curricular work undertaken by schools and encourage closer links between schools and the communities around them.
The Eco-Schools programme is managed in Scotland by Keep Scotland Beautiful. Keep Scotland Beautiful is the leading provider of sustainable development education initiatives in schools, encouraging action and behavioural change by young people which will leave an enduring legacy for Scotland; it is part of its work to help make Scotland clean and green, today and tomorrow. 
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International Schools Award 

We were successful in receiving the highest level of International School Award (Accreditation) in June 2016. This three-level award recognises that international learning across the school and curriculum is embedded. This was evidenced through:
· our work with international partners on a range of projects throughout the academic year

· embedding international work across the whole school

· sharing educational practice with partners overseas and implementing changes across the school 

Gold Sports Award 

Mrs Kerr led the successful bid for the Sports Scotland Gold School Award designed to encourage schools to continuously improve physical education and school sport opportunities. The sportscotland School Sport Award:
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•Encourages schools to self-reflect and continuously improve

•Puts young people at the forefront of the decision making and planning of PE and sport in their school

•Helps schools to increase young people’s opportunities and engagement in PE & school sport

•Helps schools to put PE & school sport at the heart of their planning, practice and ethos

•Recognises and celebrates successful PE & school sport 
models

[image: image14.jpg]DIGITAL SCHOOLS

AWARDS SCOTLAND

www.digitalschoolsawards.co.uk



Mrs Kerr and the Active Schools Coordinators supported pupils in achieving Sports Leaders Awards. This award recognises the effort of pupil in leading sports clubs and promoting Health and Wellbeing through being active

Award accredited by Education Scotland.[image: image15.jpg]SCHooL




