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On the first day of school how will learners know where to go?
Timetables can be accessed via Parent Portal, I appreciate the difficulties some parents have had with this system, we are working hard to resolve. We have also posted all timetables via mail for S1-4. S5/6 were not posted due to potential option changes. Please do not worry if your child does not have their timetable as we will issue on day 1. 
To ensure all our young people are safe and understand the new procedures, schools across Scotland are organising staggered starts. We will have a staggered start on the first day only. All our young people should enter by the front door on day 1 only:
	Period/Time 
	Year Group 

	Period 1: 8.40 am
	S1 only

	Period 2: 9.35am
	S2

	Period 3: 10.40am
	S4

	Period 4: 11.30am
	S3

	Period 5: 1.05pm
	S5

	Period 6: 2.45pm
	S6



All learners will have the opportunity to meet with their Pastoral teacher to discuss their health and wellbeing and plans to close the learning gap.   
Please share the locations below with your child to meet with their Pastoral Care Teacher. S1 learners will be reminded of the name of their teacher when they arrive.
Mrs Wallace- R212
Mrs Merrylees- R122
Mr Maybury- R124
Miss Van Looy-R213
Miss Smith- R108
Working together to keep our school community safe.

Mrs Mahon- R122
How are we planning to ensure our young people are safe?
To ensure all our young people are safe and following hygiene procedures we have planned different entrances and exits to avoid contact between year groups as much as possible. 
· S1, S2 and S3 – Enter and exit via the Front Door. Hand sanitiser machine to be used at all times. 
· S4,5 and S6- Walk past the front door and enter at the back of the building via the outdoor terrace. Hand sanitiser machine to be used at all times. 
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Barrhead High Entrances and Exits from day 2

S4, S5 and S6


How will safety procedures be maintained in corridors and stairs and at entrances and exits?
In the Scottish Government guidance corridors and stairs are deemed low risk areas because of the fleeting nature of contact i.e. it is not for 15 minutes or face to face. However, to minimise contact and to assist in the safe movement of pupils throughout the school day we will be introducing a one-way system. We will share the system with learners on their first day as part of their ‘Welcome Back’ presentation. 

How will breaks be organised to reduce the risk of infection?
In line with the Scottish Government guidance we aim to limit the mixing of year groups. Learners will be allocated an area in the school to socialise and enjoy their refreshments and staggered breaks will be in place. There will be a rota in place to ensure all learners can access the school canteen safely. Learners should either bring a packed lunch or their Young Scot card to avoid using the pin machine. If they do not have their Young Scot card they can write their pin number down to show the canteen staff, S1 will receive cards on the first day.  There will be no access to water fountains, learners must therefore bring a full bottle of water each day
To reduce the risk of infection, our young people across East Renfrewshire Council will remain in school for lunch. Please support this decision to ensure we work together to keep Barrhead community safe. Lunch will be half price on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. 
The breakfast cart for all learners will be available from Monday 17th August. 
There will be an increased and prolonged vigilance on good hand hygiene at regular intervals throughout the school day.  
Will school uniform be expected?
Yes, full school uniform will be expected when pupils are in school. In line with the Scottish Government guidance ‘school uniforms/clothing should be washed/cleaned as normal’. (Guidance on preparing for the start of the new school term in August 2020, P7, Paragraph 29)
Should my child bring a school bag/equipment?
Yes, learners will be expected to provide their own equipment to avoid possible touch contamination. Please note lockers will not be available at the moment to avoid congestion and to minimise risk of infection. We will organise access for young people to clear lockers and will review this measure as we approach autumn to store winter jackets. Learners should only bring equipment required for each school day and school bags should be kept on the floor. 

How will teachers manage the infection risk in their classrooms?
· All classes were cleared of any unnecessary clutter/items to leave a clean environment allowing for quick and effective cleaning of surfaces. 
· Teachers will closely monitor the distances within their class to ensure the 2m rule between adults and young people is maintained. 
· Chairs and desks will be arranged to face forward. 
· Learners will use cleaning materials provided to wipe down their working area and equipment when entering and exiting the class.
· There will be an increased and prolonged vigilance on good hand hygiene at regular intervals throughout the school day. 
· Learners will be expected to provide their own equipment to avoid possible touch contamination. 
· Resources that are shared between groups, will be cleaned thoroughly between contact groups, or rotated to allow them to be left unused and out of reach for a period of 48 hours (72 hours for plastics).
· Increased cleaning will be in place across the school. 
· Teachers will develop innovative ways of learning through their faculty learning plans to ensure learning activities keep pupils safe.

What happens if a pupil or member of staff becomes ill with Covid19 symptoms when in school?
If someone on-site becomes unwell they will be isolated and sent home with recommendation to be tested. Following this the Government’s Test and Protect scheme will identify and trace close contacts. The school has identified a ventilated quarantine area where anyone symptomatic can be isolated until they leave the building.  If a pupil starts to display symptoms of Covid-19 the teacher will:
· Alert the SLT and school office immediately. 
· The pupil will be escorted to the isolation room. 
· The teacher and remainder of the class will be moved to an alternative space while the room being used is cleaned thoroughly (a note of the pupils in the class will be taken by the teacher to inform Test and Protect if a test result comes back positive). 
· School office will contact home for pupil to be collected by parent. 
· Parent to seek testing.  
· Class return to an alternative classroom.
Please read the guidelines from the Scottish Government https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-and-protect/ 
Limiting access to the school for parents and visitors including drop off and pick up
Learners travelling to school should be encouraged to walk or cycle. We would encourage parents to drop their child off a short distance away to avoid coming into the school grounds. However parents will still be able to drop off and pick up their children from the school car park if necessary but parents should stay in their cars.
Parents should only enter the school building by prior arrangement for meetings with staff, which will be by appointment only except in emergencies. Only one parent/carer per pupil can be present for appointments.
For pupils using public transport to get to school, they will be required to adhere to the rules on travel, including the mandatory requirement to wear a face covering at all times.
Ventilation 
Ventilation systems in the school have been checked by engineers to ensure they do not automatically reduce/increase ventilation levels due to differing occupancy levels. The ventilation system in Barrhead High School has been set to bringing fresh air in from outside via the air handling unit on the roof and therefore does not recirculate air within the building. 
In August the opening of doors and windows will be encouraged to increase natural ventilation. This is common practice in Barrhead HS during the summer months. The small number of in-classroom air conditioning units that recirculate air will be turned off when the school is in operation.
How will the school support learners with Additional Support Needs?
For children with Additional Support Needs, we will work in partnership with parents & carers, partner professionals and young people to review individual plans and plan targeted interventions to ensure all our young people achieve their potential. 
The emotional wellbeing of our young people as they re-connect with learning will require careful planning. The Support for Learning staff and PSAs will be supporting learners to understand the new procedures in place to reduce anxiety and to ensure they feel safe and supported to return to school.  
How will the school support ‘vulnerable’ and BAME learners?
Our risk assessment and our guidance to learners will reinforce increased hygiene and behaviours around social/physical distancing to protect our learners. If you feel your child requires an individual risk assessment please contact the school office and we will contact you to discuss. 
My child is in the clinically vulnerable/ extremely clinically vulnerable category should they return to school?
Young people who are clinically vulnerable or extremely clinically vulnerable, should continue to adhere to the latest medical advice. The current advice from the Scottish Government is that that all children, young people and staff who are shielding should be able to return to school in August, unless given advice from a GP or healthcare provider not to. Please refer to https://www.mygov.scot/coronavirus-if-you-need-to-stay-at-home/ If you have concerns, please contact the school.
In the event of an outbreak, the school will be in touch to discuss whether any additional precautions may have to be taken to support your child.  This will be undertaken on a case by case basis and be informed by clinical staff.
Will a full curriculum be on offer?
Yes, all subjects will be offered. We will adapt how we teach lessons to allow our young people to do practical activities safely. Rigorous cleaning regimes will be put in place to limit infection from equipment e.g. hand tools used by only one user and wiped down when work is finished. In IT based subjects keyboards etc. will wiped down by pupils before and after use.
Sport and physical activities are important for mental health now and in the future. We are planning how we can best use outdoor space to allow our young people to do sport and physical activities in line with national guidance. 
Scientific and medical advice is still being developed for safely returning to activities such as singing, talking loudly, or playing wind/brass instruments. Your child will not be able to do these activities at the start of term. ERC will advise on the teaching of string and percussions instrumental lessons which will be delivered remotely.
My child was accepted onto one of the vocational courses. Will the courses still run?
Vocational courses will run as planned, although it is expected that most courses will commence with theory which will be taught online, with attendance at college for the practical aspects of the course happening later in the year. Further information will come from the colleges in due course and will be communicated to pupils (and parents) through the Pupil Support team.
Will school staff/learners be wearing Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)?
The Scottish Government Guidelines for the re-opening of schools states that PPE should not be required for teaching staff in normal circumstances if other mitigating measures are in place e.g. social distancing. Where adults cannot keep 2m distance and are interacting face-to-face for a sustained period (about 15 minutes or more), face coverings will be worn. Face coverings should not be required for most young people (those clinically advised to wear a covering are an exception), however staff and learners who choose to do so can wear masks.

What will the school be doing to support health and wellbeing following lockdown?
There will be provision within the PSHE programme to focus more on promoting resilience and positive mental health. We will also be consulting with learners and parents to ensure health and wellbeing is a priority and plan further interventions. 
Learners and parents/carers can speak to their Pastoral Care Teacher to ensure individual support is in place. Learners will have time with their Pastoral Care Teacher on the first day as part of their return to school. 
What will the school be doing to identify and address gaps in learning?
· Teachers will identify gaps through learning conversations to inform learning and teaching.
· A questionnaire will be issued to learners and parents to inform our School Improvement Plan.
· Staff will have allocated time during the in-service days to plan targeted interventions. 
· Additional supported study sessions will be planned for the senior phase based on learner voice. 
What will happen in the event of a school closure?
In the unlikely event of a partial or whole school closure, we have contingency arrangements in place and will work with pupils to ensure that learning is able to continue out of school. Information on accessing out of school learning will be made available to pupils to ensure everyone is prepared in the event of any outbreak.  It is important that schools have up to date emergency contact detail for every child / young person.
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