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significant number of our S4 pupils will sit few or no exams and therefore would only 
require limited study time.  
 
It is our aim to provide an appropriate experience for all our pupils, both to help prepare 
them for their exams and to provide a worthwhile educational experience. To achieve this 
we are working with a number of partners as well as our own staff to provide a variety of 
options including Work Experience, taster courses at College, a variety of workshops in 
school delivered by teachers or outside partners, directed study sessions aimed at exam 
preparation led by our own staff as well as individual study to prepare for exams, in school 
or at home. 
 
The details of how this will work in practice have been issued to S4 pupils and there will be 
different arrangements to suit different pupils depending on how many exams they will sit. 
Pupils in S5 and S6 will continue with the previous arrangements for study leave. Provision 
will be made in school for pupils who prefer to study there and we have arranged some 
targeted study sessions and all pupils are encouraged to attend these. 
 
All pupils sitting an exam will be allowed to use the day before it to study - at home (with 
their parent’s agreement) or in school.  
 
The new S5 & S6 will start their new timetable on Monday 1st June 2015. 
 
If you require any further information, please contact me at the school. 
 
 

Easter School 
 
Once again a number of staff gave up some of their holiday time to offer study sessions to 
help pupils prepare for their exams. 
 
We ran 78 1.5 hour sessions over the two weeks, up from the 60 run last year. A total of 
819 pupils attended the sessions, with an average of 10.5 pupils per session and a turn-out 
of 85% of those who had signed up in advance. This is a marked increase on the number 
of pupil-sessions for the past 2 years - 695 pupils in 2014 and 410 pupils in 2013. 
 
Thanks to all staff who offered their time to make this such a success this year – the pupils 
clearly appreciate it and have voted with their feet! We hope that they found it very worth 
while in their preparations.  
 
 

East Renfrewshire Study Weekends 
 

Once again, our pupils were given the 
opportunity by East Renfrewshire 
Education Department to attend special 
study weekends which focussed on Higher 
Maths, Chemistry and Physics. Pupils 
joined together with other ERC pupils to 
split their time between studying with 
teachers on hand to lead the sessions and 
to take part in a variety of other activities. 
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Director of Education, and Elaine Green, Convenor of the Education Committee were also 
in attendance. 
 
Our own thanks go to Alan and Claire as well. 
 
 

Rotary Young Linguist of the Year 
 
 Once again the local Barrhead Rotary Club sponsored the Young 
Linguist of the Year contest, involving St Luke’s High School and 
ourselves. For Barrhead High, Iain MacCuish, was the winner, 
with  Aimee Long the runner up. 
 
The pupils received the awards at a 
ceremony in the Dalmenny Park Hotel 
last month, where a meal was also 

provided for the pupils, their families and some staff 
representatives from each school.  
 

 Also present were Calum Ferguson, runner up in the Rotary 
Euroscola competition and Craig Trench who represented ERC 
in China last summer. 
 
We are very grateful to the Rotary Club for their ongoing 
support of the school in a variety of ways. 
 

 
 

Cooking Up a Storm 
 
Kieran Adams (S6) participated in the ERC Vocational banquet last month. Kieran has 
been part of the vocational Hospitality course this session and as usual, the course 
concluded with a Banquet for parents, guests, councillors and education staff, including Ms 
Potter and Mr Sinclair. An impressive array of culinary skills was on display and the food 
was served in a very professional manner. Kieran’s positive participation on the night was 
commented on by a number of those attending – not just his mum or his teachers!. 
 
 

Barrhead Artists Share Success 
 
East Renfrewshire schools were invited to submit designs – both clothing and jewellery - for 
the Up Cycle Fashion Show. This was an event held in Parklands in Newton Mearns, 
organised by staff and pupils involved in various aspects of the vocational programme.   
Emily Richie, Morvin Studding and Matthew Weir all had entries and Nathan Grieg (S2) 
was the overall winner in the Jewellery Competition. 
 
Sophie Lyon and Ceri-Ann Grant (S6) also submitted a winning jacket design for the show. 
 
Well done to the pupils and thanks to the Art staff for their support and help. 
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The weekend was designed to develop confidence and teamwork; it was fantastic and 
enjoyed by all. As you can see from the photographs this is an experience that the S1 will 
truly never forget. The weekend’s activities concluded with pizza and disco where Mr 
Maybury taught the slosh in a dancing competition.  
 

Right on Target - Erin McMillan takes aim. 
 

 
 
Mr Maybury seeks refuge from the 
excitement in a shelter the pupils 
constructed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Don’t look down! Pupils scramble across the elevated 
confidence course. 
 
 
 
 
Hollie Rintoul swinging into action on the assault course 
team challenge. 
 
 

 
 
 
I would recommend this trip for anyone who takes an 
interest in adventure type activities or has a love of 
the outdoors.  As you can see from the big smiles in 
the pictures- you won’t regret it! 
Mr Gillespie 
 

 
 

Keeping in Touch with School Trips 
 
On the last two school trips – The Ski Trip to Italy and the S1 Adventure Weekend – we 
have gone hi-tech in our methods for keeping those at home involved. Both trips set up a 
twitter account which allowed parents, staff and other pupils to stay informed about what 
was going on in the trip, with various tweets and pictures being posted. 
 
Both trips also took the school’s new GoPro camera and pupils took turns wearing it and 
taking video clips of the action. On their return, our multi-media technician, Matthew 
Mathieson, then produced a short film which has been posted on the website – check it out! 



S2 SCIENCE TRIP TO EDINBURGH ZOO 
RZSS GLOBAL CLASSROOM CONFERENCE – “ECOSYSTEMS: RECHARGED!” 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The science department 
accompanied the following S2 
pupils to a Global Classroom 
Conference at Edinburgh Zoo  
Ecosystems: Recharged!  
Erin Brown         Morvin Sudding 
Hollie Campbell  Jade Kennedy 
Stuart McCard  Stuart King 
Emily Ritchie Emily Grant 
Josh Quinn  Kirsty Flynn 
Lucy Connor  Cara Stevenson 
Nathan Greig    Callum Hepburn 
Charlotte Graham  
  
Pupils investigated the vulnerability 
and the importance of ecosystems, 
and what we can all do to conserve 
them.  They did this through a 
series of case studies and 
interactive activities around the 
zoo. Throughout the day pupils 
considered: 

• How plant and animal 
species depend on each 
other. 

• How we can repair the 
damage already done to our 
own ecosystem. 

• How we can begin to 
reconnect with the natural 
world. 

• How we can help stop 
further damage to global 
ecosystems by making 
simple changes to our own 
behaviour. 

The group had a fabulous day and 
were excellent ambassadors of 
Barrhead High School.  Well done! 
Mrs Ross 



Eco School Green Flag Award 
 
Barrhead High School has just received its second Green Flag Award in recognition of the 
outstanding eco-work taking place in the school. We were recently invited to an Eco School 
event to share with other schools what has been taking place in Barrhead High. 
Congratulations to all those – staff and pupils – involved in this achievement. 
 
 

S1 Pupils Working Towards their John Muir Award 
 

First year pupils are well on their way to achieving their John Muir Discovery Level Award 
this session. They have completed 2 days of volunteering, 1 at the former waterworks site, 
where they prepared the land for the winter, and 1 day at the Young Enterprise Scotland 
Training Academy at Rouken Glen where they planted almost 20,000 seeds. The seeds will 
be replanted in the waterworks site and in the school wetland area.  
 
Pupils will soon be studying John Muir and his legacy in History and learning about the 
importance of conserving our green areas, both locally and globally, in Geography. They 
will also be studying ecosystems and biodiversity in Science. We will celebrate the 
achievement of our S1 pupils at their forthcoming awards ceremony on Friday 29th May – 
details to follow. 
 
 
 

S1 Visit China … or at least a Panda in Edinburgh Zoo! 
 
To develop their understanding of Chinese language and culture all S1 pupils have been 
taking part in an interdisciplinary project between the Modern Languages, Social Studies 
and Expressive Arts Faculties. They have been making traditional masks in Art, learning 
Mandarin in Modern Languages and will soon be learning about Chinese culture in Social 
Subjects. 
 
Pupils also had the opportunity to visit Edinburgh Zoo to see the giant pandas, after 
learning all about them in workshops provided by the Royal Scottish Zoological Society. 
The workshop consisted of a range of problem-solving activities allowing pupils to 
understand threats facing the giant panda and the need to conserve and protect panda 
habitats which fitted nicely into our John Muir work too. 
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