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Welcome to our new look October newsletter. I hope that you will enjoy reading about all of the
high quality learning and teaching and wider achievement opportunities which have been
taking place in St Luke’s this term. It has been a very busy start to the academic year!
It has been an absolute pleasure to welcome our new S1 students to St Luke’s. They have been
a credit to their families, their primaries and, most importantly, themselves. They have fully
embraced and demonstrated our Cluster values of Love, Faith and Understanding. I am
particularly proud of our S6 pupils have done a fantastic job of supporting our new S1s to settle
into our school community. In addition to our usual Buddy System, our S6 House Captains led
an outstanding S1/S6 Leadership Conference which has already inspired our S1s in Columba
House to lead, organise and manage a charity bake sale in their first term at St Luke’s.
We have launched a number of new initiatives at St Luke’s this term. Last session, we worked
with pupils and staff to create our new promoting Positive Relationships Policy. The policy is
designed to ensure clarity of expectations and to celebrate and recognise the young people in
our school who day in, day out, work hard and give of their best. The policy was launched at our
start of term assemblies and encourages all learners to be ready, respectful and responsible. In
addition, we have been sending home praise cards and inviting learners for Friday Hot Chocolate
with the Head Teacher in recognition of the efforts of our outstanding young people.
Last session we also conducted a consultation with our Cluster Primaries, St Luke’s staff and
pupils and our Parent Council to identify the learner characteristics which we would want our
learners to develop across the cluster. The agreed characteristics are: independence, curiosity,
creativity, resilience and courage. We will work together as a school community to enable your
sons and daughters to develop these learner attributes which we are confident will stand them
in good stead for life-long learning. You may hear your child talking about new learning and
teaching strategies which we are using to develop these characteristics such as: Help Desk,
Three Before Me, Challenge Corner, WAGOLLS (What a good one looks like) and Mistake of the
Week.
As we approach the end of the first term of this academic year, we have so much to be proud of
as a school community of faith and learning. Our learners have tackled the start to term with
characteristic enthusiasm and commitment. I am delighted by how well they embrace the
opportunities which we provide at St Luke’s to get involved in our school, cluster, local and
wider communities. As you read through this newsletter, I hope that you will be as impressed as
I am, on a daily basis, by the skills and talents of our young people. I am indebted to our staff
who go above and beyond to offer such a wide range of opportunities for our young people.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support of our vibrant
school community and to wish you a relaxing October Break.
Kindest regards,
Christine Downie
Head Teacher

Pupil Leadership Team
Our Pupil leadership Team for Session 2019/20. The team is as follows:
Head Boy: Aidan Gilhooley

Head Girl: Mairead Byrne

Depute Head Boy: James Castle

Depute Head Girl: Abbie Duncan

House Captains:
Mirin: Adele Canning & India Hogan
Ogilvie: Kara Coyne & Ava Gillespie
Columba: Callum Roberts & Amy Houston
Kentigern: Eva Millar & Jack Byrne
They are supported by Senior Prefects: India, Ava, Erin, Ciaran, Aimee, Charlie & Chloe.
They have a busy year ahead but they have already made an impact in the first term working with our S1 pupils.

Language & Communication
S1 French Alphabet Competition

Our annual alphabet competition for pupils in S1 French is well underway, with pupils’
finished work being displayed in the modern languages corridor. As always the standard of
entries is very high. Prizes will be awarded at assembly during the last week of term.

European Day of Languages

All of our S1 pupils took part in our annual celebration of the European Day of Languages in an Interdisciplinary Learning project between French and Social Subjects on Thursday 19 September. This is
an afternoon of quizzes, team challenges and even learning some
Spanish and Italian, as well as famous landmarks and national
anthems. Pupils thoroughly enjoy the various activities and
celebrating all things European.

Language Assistant

We welcome Manon Nalem to the faculty as our language assistant. She will spend the year
working with us.

1+2 Initiative
The 1+2 initiative, introduced by the Scottish government, aims to increase pupils’ learning
of a foreign language in the BGE from one to two. Our current S1 have therefore been
learning Italian in P5, P6 and P7 (with one lesson a month) in addition to the provision of
French. From this term first year pupils will continue to receive a monthly input of Italian in
which they will learn the basics of the language and find out more about Italian customs
and culture. Our new S2 will also continue with an Italian lesson on a monthly basis.

Maths & Numeracy
Launch of New Faculty Website
The Faculty of Mathematics and Numeracy have recently launched their updated website. This can be accessed via the faculty tab of the St. Luke’s High School Website. The
new website contains: home learning exercises, assessment preparation, notes, notices
and revision websites. Pupils have been issued with a password which can be used to
access secure parts of the website.
Drop-In Sessions
These run from 12.30pm – 1.00pm each lunchtime. Pupils are welcome to come along
for help with their class work, homework or study.
BGE Homework Club
Our BGE Homework Club S1, S2 AND S3 pupils will begin on Tuesday 22 nd October in
Maths Room 3 and will run each Tuesday 3.35pm – 4.45pm.
Supported Study
Higher Mathematics Supported Study – Every Monday after school – 3.35pm – 4.45pm
National 5 Supported Study - Every Wednesday after school – 2.40pm – 4pm
Maths Week 2019

Maths Week Scotland is now in its third year and is an initiative that aims to put numeracy in a positive light and highlight the benefits, joy and beauty of maths in exciting
new ways. St. Luke’s pupils celebrated Maths Week by participating in a wide range of
events including Maths wi nae Borders, an Enterprising Maths competition, Lucrative
Lunchbox Challenge, edible slime, senior visits to primary 3 classes and a wide range of
other events across different subjects.

Science
We are delighted to announce that we have been awarded a Local
School Nature Grant, thanks to players of the People’s Postcode
Lottery. Our pupils will be benefitting from a wildlife camera and an
insect viewing station. We have also received gardening tools along
with seeds which will be used as part of a project to grow our own
organic school vegetables. In addition staff will receive training to
help children learn outdoors. Pupils played an important role in
applying for the grant and selected equipment that they felt would
benefit their peers. The project is run by Learning through
Landscapes and funded by Postcode Local Trust, which receives
funding from players of People’s Postcode Lottery. The pupils can’t wait to get outside and
use the new equipment. Hopefully we will spot some interesting wildlife at nigh using the
camera trap!

Science Club
Science club invites first and second year pupils to explore fun experiments whilst developing their skills and knowledge at their own pace. Science club is a weekly event –
Wednesday during lunch with Miss Milby. We have had a fabulous turn out, we recently
grew our own bacteria from swabbing phones and bags (the results were pretty gross!) and
have mastered slime making. We have a range of activities planned to cover all the sciences
to give pupils a flavour of what they could be doing towards their senior phase in St Luke’s.

Social Subjects
Social Subjects teamed up with Language & Communication to host the annual European
Day of Languages for S1 pupils. Pupil took part in a European Quiz when in Social Subjects
and our winning teams are pictured below!

Supported Study
Supported Study ahs started for Nat 5 Geography students on a Friday after school. Please
let Miss Chalmers know if you are attending.
Young Reporter Competition
BBC Scotland are running a competition for budding young reporters. Please see Mr Moore
if you are interested in participating! This is a great opportunity for anyone interested in a
career in journalism

Creative Arts

Theatre Visits
Trips we have managed this term are The Duchess by Zinnie Harris at The Tramway Theatre
and the Edinburgh Fringe Festival; again pupils enjoyed a wonderful day seeing street theatre
and three excellent performances.
S1 and S6 pupils will be getting information out after the October holidays about our annual
trip to the pantomime
Performances
S5/6 Higher pupils and S3 pupils performed to parents and friends on the 4 th October.
Another excellent night of pupil achievements.
Music
Awards Ceremony
The music skills of our students were on show at St. Luke’s High School Awards Ceremony
where the Choir performed to contribute to what was a very successful celebration of the
achievements of the young people of St Luke’s High School.
S1 Welcome Mass
The choir were in full singing voice as they provided the music for this important liturgical
event in the school calendar which was celebrated with Fr Joe.

PE & HEALTH
Sports Ambassadors
Welcome to our new Sports Ambassadors, Kira and Joseph. Kira and
Joseph attended a brilliant conference at Hampden Park where they
learnt their role while meeting a number of pupils from across Scotland.
We look forward to working with you both along with Ryan Quinn our
Active Schools Coordinator over the course of the year and getting
involved in as much as possible while getting more of our pupils more
active.

ERC Golf Championships
Well done to our golf team who competed at the ERC Championships
at Mearns Castle Golf Course this month. While we didn’t win this
year the team finished with an excellent score.

Active Girls day
Huge well done to all our girls in S1-3 who took part in Active Girls Day earlier this month
where they were involved in a number of activities for the morning, including; Cycling,
Scooting, Zumba, Softball, Pretty Mudder and Tennis. The event finished with a staff team
playing our S3/Senior netball team at lunchtime.

Clubs
Great start to all clubs so far this year with badminton, basketball, dance, football, futsal,
netball and wellbeing Wednesday on weekly. See board at end of corridor for more details
and get involved

Business/ Technical/ICT
Design, Engineer & Construct
St. Luke’s staff have been working with the City of Glasgow College over the last few weeks
on an exciting new opportunity to bring the Design, Engineer & Construct course into colleges across Scotland. The City of Glasgow College visited St. Luke’s this month to meet with
staff and discuss the DEC course and how it is working as an alternative
curriculum for some of the young people in St. Luke’s.

Nuffield Celebration
Two S6 pupils, Sanduni and Iain , both presented at the Nuffield
Celebration Event in the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons at the end of last month.
Well done to both pupils for their outstanding work and showing remarkable
dedication. Thank you to the staff in the Science Faculty for supporting both pupils with
their Nuffield journey.

Cyber Security Evening
This will take place on Thursday 10 October at 6:30pm. All parents, carers and pupils are
welcome.
S1 Digital Design Day
This will take place for all S1 pupils on Friday 11 October all morning. An exciting morning is
planned!

Religious Education
We have had a busy term so far in RE with a number of whole school events as well as
Diocesan Events. Our senior Caritas students have visited St Mirin’s Cathedral for the
Annual Vocations Mas and for the visit of the Relics of St Therese of Lisieux. We have
also welcomed our new S1 students and their parents & carers for their Mass of Welcome with Fr Joe Balmer.
We also welcomed colleagues from other schools in the authority for our Collaborative Improvement Visit where a number of our young people were involved in focus
groups and presentations.

Senior School Awards Ceremony
On Wednesday 25th September we held our Senior School Awards Ceremony. Our guest speaker for
the evening was the Head of Presentation at BBC Scotland, Maura Currie. Maura gave a wonderful
speech which not only inspired our young people but their parents and carers also. Every young
person in S5 & S6 were presented with an award for either Excellence or Achievement in for their
academic attainment last year but also for their Wider Achievement in a range of activities in:
music, sport, drama, volunteering, Duke of Edinburgh, The Nuffield Research project, NASA Space
School Applications, Charity work in and out of school, the ERC Banquet to name but a few. It was a
tremendous evening celebrating the achievements of our young people.

Blackpool Reward Trip
On Thursday 26 September the young people of S5 & S6 travelled to Blackpool along
with seven staff as a reward for all their hard work and effort last session. They sat off at
7am tired and weary from the previous night’s Awards Ceremony. They enjoyed a day at
the Pleasure Beach and didn’t let the showery weather dampen their spirits.

Pupil Support
S1 Information Evening
It was great to see so many S1 pupils together with their parents and carers visit our Information evening to participate in our workshops on literacy, religious education and health &
well-being and find out more about the experience of our S1 Learners from their tour of our
curriculum showcase!

UCAS Information & NQ/Study skills Evenings
Parents & carers of our senior phase joined us to find out about UCAS and the application
process this year! We also had an evening for parents & carers to find out about SQA National Qualifications and how to support their child with different approaches to study!
Both were enjoyable and informative evenings!

Dates for the Diary
Friday 11 October—School closes at 2:40pm
Monday 21 October—In-Service Day

Tuesday 22 October—School Re-opens
Tuesday 29 October—S1 Halloween Party P6/7
Wednesday 30 October—Mass of St Luke @7pm
w/b 4 November—Study Skills week S4/5/6
w/b 11 November –Anti-Bullying Week
w/b 11 November—ERC Cluster Transition Review
w/b 19 November– Catholic Education Fortnight
21 November—Parent’s Evening S5/6 FROM 5pm

w/b 26 November—S4 Mock Assessments begin
Thursday 28 November—Christmas Fair
w/b 2 December—Work Placements for some S4 pupils

Love, Faith and Understanding

