
Modern Languages 

 

 

S1 & S2 World Book Day Celebrations 

 

For World Book Day on Thursday 2nd March, all S1 and S2 pupils experienced a cultural lesson about 

French or German literature and language. 

 In French the classes looked at French comic book characters and the use of onomatopoeias in 

language. 

 

 

La bande dessinée est un moyen 

amusant et intéressant d’apprendre 

le français !  

 

 

 

In German the classes looked at the characters Max 

and Moritz by Wilhelm Busch.  The stories are 

written as verse and tell the story of two friends 

playing tricks on others. 

 

 

S2 French Breakfast 

 

In preparation for the French breakfast we started to learn about French breakfast foods and how to 

order food and drink in a café. We used phrases such as bonjour, je voudrais, s’il vous plait and 

merci. These allowed us to order successfully our French breakfast in the school. We also designed 

invitations putting our previously learned French vocabulary in practise. We designed these 

invitations so that we could invite a teacher of our choice in our school to come on the day of the 

French breakfast. The teacher decided on the best invitation and the winner delivered it to the 

teacher of our choice.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjmjsruxLXSAhWHXBQKHVeEBmoQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/mmebuisson/onomatop%C3%A9es-s%C3%A9quence-bd/&psig=AFQjCNGdsrRUipvNg6RLQs3OSzwUpJJ5MA&ust=1488465671820858


On the day we had the choice of croissant, pain au chocolat, baguette, orange juice or water. The 

event took place in the dining hall where we met up with some of the other classes in our year. Each 

class went up to the counter and had the opportunity to put their French food and drink vocabulary 

into practice. It was a great opportunity to taste famous French breakfast food, listen to French 

music and experience a true French breakfast. Overall it was a great experience and we hope we 

have other opportunities like this in the future.  

Ina Oprea, Karam Gill and Emma Anderson - S2 

 

S2 Modern Languages for Life and Work 

 

In S2 French we have been studying for units called Modern Languages for Life and Work.   

For the Life part of the unit we have learnt how to order food in a restaurant in France, and how to 

talk to stall owners at the market place.  We learnt the names of meals in French restaurants and 

how to order each course. We also learnt how to ask for fresh food at a market in France, and 

discuss the quantities and prices. 

 For the Work part of the unit we took part in a job interview in French.  We looked at different jobs 

and skills and we were then asked to prepare our own CV in French.  Following this we took part in a 

job interview, where we had to answer questions asked by the interviewer and listen for information 

about the job. These sections all built up the SQA award of ‘Languages for Life and Work’.  

 

S3 Headliner  

The S3 group of pupils who came for the languages activity were all so engaged and very 

enthusiastic to discover about French music artists. They enjoyed listening to the bands we gave 

them and even made research on extra ones. One group also added a Spanish support act!  

Each house was rated 5 stars and we were all very impressed. 

Quote from a pupil listening to French music “it’s actually NOT BAD”, made my day! 

Miss Bouhala 

 

S3 Exams 

 

For the S3 Modern Languages Exams all pupils in NAT 4 and NAT 5 will sit a reading comprehension 

paper and a listening comprehension paper.  All NAT 5 pupils will also complete a writing exam 

paper which is a prepared job application letter.  All pupils have prepared this in class and should be 

spending time learning this in preparation for the exam.  This will form the basis of their NAT 5 final 

writing exam so it is very good practice to get in to the habit of learning this now. 

 



S4, 5 & 6 Modern Languages Talking Exams 

  

Congratulations to all pupils in S4, S5 and S6 who have recently completed a final talking exam in 

Modern Languages.  This can be a daunting time for many pupils, but the standard has been very 

high this year.  All pupils have performed very well and should be pleased with their performance. 

S4 NAT 5 – Pupils should now be spending time on a regular basis learning their job application 

letter.  A document of common and useful exam vocabulary for French and Spanish has been 

uploaded to GLOW and to the school website.  Pupils have been advised to use this document to 

support their revision. 

Higher – Pupils should be learning phrases for both their writing exam papers and doing regular 

reading and listening exam practice. 

All levels should be accessing SCHOLAR and GLOW for further practice for reading, listening and 

grammar skills. 

The Modern Languages Department would like to wish all pupils in S4-S6 who are sitting exams in 

French, Spanish and Mandarin the best of luck! 

 

My Experience in Scotland from our Language Assistants 

 

My experience in Mearns Castle High School and Scotland has been one of the most amazing 

experiences I have ever had! Their teachers and pupils have made me feel like home, I cannot be 

more grateful because this experience has made me grow up, not only as a professional, but also as 

a person. Means Castle and this year in Scotland will be always in my heart! 

Alba our Spanish Assistant 

 

I arrived in Scotland late August and have had an extraordinary experience so far. It has been a great 

opportunity for me to observe and learn the different methods of many skilled teachers around East 

Renfrewshire as I am planning to be an English teacher in France and further study linguistics in the 

future. I’ve had the chance to meet hundreds of amazing students from Primary 1 to Advanced 

Higher and also many warm and very welcoming people. Furthermore, it has been a pleasure 

travelling around the country to enjoy breath-taking landscapes and getting to discover a bit of the 

rich culture (literature, arts, whisky…) it offers. 

Maxime our French Assistant 

 

Advanced Higher French and Spanish 

Advanced Higher Spanish has without a doubt been a blast. At the start I was a bit nervous, hearing 

we were going to be reading a WHOLE book in Spanish! However, we were all on the same boat and 

we eventually managed it! I've learnt things in Spanish I never thought I would have and feel my 



Spanish has improved lots since fifth year! I would love to continue improving my Spanish in the 

future as this course has allowed me to love the language even more. The nature of the class was 

also great, since there was only 7 of us, which let us have a close relationship with each other! There 

is no doubt that our teachers have played a massive part in helping us to improve our skills! I would 

Defos encourage younger pupils to take advanced Spanish if they have the opportunity as it's great 

fun! 

 Amy Bruce 

 

Languages have always been a passion of mine and taking both Advanced French and Spanish has 

been a great experience for me. In the beginning there was a big jump between Higher and 

Advanced Higher but with lots of work and help that jump soon became non-existent. Without the 

help and support of all the teachers in the Modern Languages Department I do not think I would 

have been able to be as prepared as I was for my 20 minute oral exam with an outside examiner. 

This year my confidence has grown immensely and therefore I have decided to continue studying 

languages at University level.   

Taylor Smith 

 

Taking Advanced Spanish was a really good idea. I thought about it for ages, as I was worried that 

the gap between Higher and Advanced would be too much. But it really hasn't. I have enjoyed every 

aspect of the course, from the film, to the book, to even the speaking exam.  I feel far more 

confident speaking in Spanish, and not only have I enjoyed learning more Spanish, but I have 

thoroughly enjoyed learning the content from the course, from everything from the generation gap 

to the climate change. I would 100% recommend taking Advanced Spanish. ¡Me ha encantado!!  

Grainne Parkinson 

 

Advanced Higher French has been fantastique! The benefit of a smaller class is that everyone can 

help each other and we have all really bonded as a class. This year we were given the tutor room to 

use during free periods which personalised with notre machine du café. We took l’initiative of 

ordering our own personalised mugs as a souvenir for our wonderful time spent in Adv. Higher 

French. In Advanced French, every day is cake day. We have been so lucky to have all the teachers in 

the department at some point and really made a close connection with the teachers and provided 

coffee for them too.  We also had the chance to learn some hip French phrases from the man 

himself, Maxime Batiot. The 20 minute convo isn’t as daunting as it seems at the start of the year 

and you feel so proud of yourself and at least you’ll be able to speak about the role of women in 

society when you go on your hols to France! Overall, French is an amazing experience, but just be 

aware that the subjunctive WILL take over your life. Il faut que tu fasses le français Advanced 

Higher ! Bonne chance ! 

Heather Martin and Katy Provan 

 

 



Modern Languages Ambassadors 

"As Language Ambassadors we have been given infinite opportunities to immerse ourselves in the 

Modern Languages Department, through informing younger years of the importance of languages. 

Examples of this range from participating in cultural school events to visiting and teaching Spanish to 

Primary Schools whereby we created a lesson based on typical Spanish phrases in order to set them 

on the best path for future language learning.  

Another aspect which we have been heavily involved in is Community Involvement, an opportunity 

which is offered to 6th Year pupils to volunteer in classes of their specialised subject. For us, 

volunteering in the language department has been a highlight of our final year at High School as we 

have witnessed younger pupils flourish throughout the year and become more confident in their 

skills. Overall, Mearns Castle's Language Department has inspired us to continue our language 

studies at University level and in our opinion has been the best stepping stone into an international 

career path."  

 Anna McGinness and Camille Green 

 

 

 

 

Higher and Advanced Higher French Immersion Workshops 

 

Over a hundred S5 and S6 pupils from East Renfrewshire High Schools gathered at Williamwood High 

School to take part in a French Immersion Day with native French teachers from the Alliance 

Française de Glasgow.  

Pupils took part in four different workshop activities and developed their oral skills on a range of 

topics. The pupils heard and spoke only French in all of the workshops all day, and we were really 

impressed with their level of comprehension.  

Some comments from the pupils: 

 ‘I understood more French than I thought I could.’ 

 ‘I liked that it was mixed with other schools – allowed us to meet new people and learn French at the 

same time.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

On Wednesday 22 March the Ciné-club Français met to watch the film “Bande de Filles”, a 

tense account of what life is like for girls in inner cities in France.  

 

  

  

Our French Advanced Higher class 

enjoyed a film night where we watched 

a new French film called “Bande de 

Filles “(Girlhood). Some of the Higher 

French class girls came along as well so 

they could see how much fun we have 

in French! As well as enjoying a great 

film and improving our French, we also 

ordered in some pizzas to munch on. 

It’s a good thing we aren’t doing 

Advanced Maths because we ended up 

with extra pizzas! Watching foreign 

films for us is a great way to learn more 

about the French language and culture 

and also to bond more as a class. 

Katy Provan 
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Mandarin 

A group of S2 and S3 pupils really enjoyed their Chinese kite making workshop in February and lots 

of nice kites were produced by them! Well done to them! 

Congratulations to Heather Barnes for her confident performance in the regional British Council 

Mandarin Speaking Competition in Edinburgh.  She successfully reached the Final of the Competition 

at the London British Museum on 7th February.  She performed very well and won the trophy for our 

School in the final. Well done to Heather! 

In order to increase their Mandarin Language skills, Hamnah Asif in S1, Laura Watson and Inness 

McMurdo in S3 entered the Word Wizard Mandarin competition and reached the Semi-final 

Competition at Strathclyde University on 17th March. They enjoyed their experience and performed 

very well! 

 


