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Dear Parent/Carer 

 

It is hard to believe that we are approaching the end of another school      
session.  Time certainly flies when you are enjoying yourself.  I would again 
like to take this opportunity to thank pupils, staff, parents and the whole 
school community for yet another wonderful year in our school. 

 

As you can see from the Newsletter this term has replicated the rest of the 
session with a varied range of interesting and exciting activities for our pupils 
and yet more excellent achievements in a wide range of fields.  Many of them 
new additions to our ever increasing catalogue of extra-curricular activities.   

 

As I write hundreds of pupils are either out of school or preparing to go on a 
variety of UPBEAT trips ranging from World Team Challenge to Cambodia, to 
Paris, to Berlin, to Blackpool and just about everything in between.  A        
fabulous end to a busy session. 

 

We recently said farewell to our S6 pupils at a wonderful prom in the Grand 
Central Hotel and we wish them well for the future.  We are now eagerly    
anticipating next session.  The timetable has now changed for our new S2 to 
S6 pupils and we are very much looking forward to welcoming our new S1 
pupils in August. 

 

You will be aware that you are always given an opportunity at Parents’    
Meetings to complete a Self-evaluation Questionnaire on the work of the 
school.  The results of the questionnaires completed by parents in all year 
groups at the relevant Parents’ Meetings this session are published in the 
Newsletter.  As you can see, a large number of questionnaires were        
completed, hopefully ensuring that the views expressed are representative of 
parents’ views.  I am delighted with the continued high level of parental      
satisfaction with the work of the school expressed through the             
questionnaires. 

 

Rather than send it out separately we have incorporated the Education      
Department’s Standards and Quality Report 2013-2014 with the Newsletter.  I 
hope you find this arrangement helpful and the information contained in the 
Report interesting. 

 

How to contact us 

0141 577 2300 

08.20am—4.30pm 

(3.15pm Fridays) 

Fax 

0141 577 2314 
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We have continued to maintain our high standards of school uniform throughout this session and 
I thank you for your support in this matter.  It is vitally important, as we start to focus on our  
preparations for the next session in August, that we persist in our continued determination to 
maintain our current high standard of uniform.  I have again included an extract from our Uniform 
Policy in the Newsletter for your information.  I am confident that if pupils, parents and staff     
continue to work together we can look forward to sustaining our current excellent uniform     
standards. 

As part of our new uniform arrangements we have put in place a blazer recycling scheme.  If you 
have a blazer you no longer require we would be delighted if you could donate it to the school in 
which case we will keep it in our Uniform Store, find it a new owner or alternatively try to arrange 
an exchange for a more suitable alternative. 

As you would expect pupil changes at this time of year affect the composition of our Parent 
Council and PTA and some members, like their children, have now left.  We thank them very 
much indeed for their excellent contribution to our school.  We are now, however, looking for new 
members for both the Parent Council and the PTA.  If you are interested in joining either of these 
important parents’ groups, please contact Anne Beattie in the School Office. 

In addition to pupils and parents leaving, the end of session is traditionally a time when staff 
leave our school.  Mrs Bernadette O’Donnell (DHT), Mr Ian Cairns (DHT), Mrs Margaret Linwood 
(PT Biology and Science), Mrs Catherine McPherson (English teacher) and Mr Vincent       
O’Donnell (Maths teacher) are all retiring.  Mrs Ruth Drummond (Maths teacher) and Ms Helen 
Devon (Drama teacher) are leaving the school to take up new posts in other schools.  I would 
like to thank all of them for their excellent contributions to our school, in some cases over many 
years, and wish them well with the next stage of their life after Mearns Castle. 

I would also like to congratulate Mr Steven Hale and Mr Ian Phillips on their recent appointments 
to the permanent post of Depute Head Teacher with responsibility for the new S3 and S5 pupils 
respectively.  Ms Roseann Cartledge will also continue in her Acting Depute Head Teacher post 
with responsibility for pupils in the new S4.  I am confident they will all continue to make an     
excellent contribution to our Senior Leadership Team. 

As our thoughts turn to next session, as always, I have included a calendar featuring some of the 
key events for next session. 

I commend the school’s website to you for regular updates on school events.  The address of the 
website is shown on the front page of the Newsletter. 

We always welcome your feedback on the Newsletter or indeed on any other aspect of the 
school.  You can share your views with us via the return slip at the back of the Newsletter, via 
the school’s email address or by any other means of communication that suits you. 

 

Email the school on: schoolmail@mearnscastle.e-renfrew.sch.uk 

The school’s website address is: www.ea.renfrew.sch.uk/mearnscastle 
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Finally, school closes for the summer holidays on Wednesday, 24 June at 1pm.  The             
arrangements for the last day of term are as follows: 

 

 the school dining hall will only provide a sandwich service on this day; 

 pupils having lunch in school should buy their lunch from the dining hall at the morning    
interval; 

 lunchtime begins as usual at 12.20pm and will run until 1pm; 

 school buses will be available at 1pm for pupils who travel home by bus; 

 school closes for the summer holidays at 1pm. 

 

The 2015 SQA examination results will be distributed to candidates on Tuesday, 4 August.  We 
offer our best wishes to our senior pupils for the exam results.  We re-open for pupils at 8.45am 
on Thursday 13 August.  I hope you and your family have a wonderful summer holiday. 

 

Dean Smith, Head Teacher 

Email the school on: schoolmail@mearnscastle.e-renfrew.sch.uk 

The school’s website address is: www.ea.renfrew.sch.uk/mearnscastle 
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The school’s website address is: www.ea.renfrew.sch.uk/mearnscastle 



 

School Uniform Matters 

Mearns Castle High School       A Health Promoting School Page 5 

 

 

 



 

Standards and Quality Report 

East Renfrewshire Council Education Department 2013-2014 

Mearns Castle High School       A Health Promoting School Page 6 

 

 

 



Standards and Quality Report 

East Renfrewshire Council Education Department 2013-2014 

Mearns Castle High School       A Health Promoting School Page 7 

 

 

 



Standards and Quality Report 

East Renfrewshire Council Education Department 2013-2014 

 

Mearns Castle High School       A Health Promoting School Page 8 

 

 

 



Standards and Quality Report 

East Renfrewshire Council Education Department 2013-2014 

Mearns Castle High School       A Health Promoting School Page 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Standards and Quality Report 

East Renfrewshire Council Education Department 2013-2014 

Mearns Castle High School       A Health Promoting School Page 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Standards and Quality Report 

East Renfrewshire Council Education Department 2013-2014 

Mearns Castle High School       A Health Promoting School Page 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Interdisciplinary Learning 

By Zoe Nicklin 
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Departments in MCHS have continued to embed interdisciplinary learning within the classroom 
in line with School and Department Improvement plans and in order to ensure progression pupils 
have had the opportunity to be involved in inter-disciplinary learning through subject and cross 
curricular activities as well as access to year group experiences. Teachers from a wide variety of 
subject areas have supported and been involved in interdisciplinary events and activities.  A key 
strength this year has been the progress of the IDL improvement team. Each department has 
provided a member of staff to represent their subject at meetings. This has  enabled us to share 
key points to the group which can be relayed to departments.  
 
 
We have endeavoured to raise the profile of IDL amongst pupils by regularly updating the IDL 
noticeboard with examples of pupil work. Photos from each whole year event have been shared 
at assemblies, plasma screens and the projector in the open area during lunchtimes. Pupils now 
complete skill evaluations at the end of their whole school event to showcase the skills            
developed throughout the day. This information is then used by pupils to update their E profiles 
in PSE in the week following the event when it is still fresh in their minds. The evaluations also 
provide feedback of pupil’s thoughts about the event.  

 

Rapid Response 

 

The Rapid Response day brought down the curtain on the year’s whole school events. New S2 
pupils participated in lessons based around a Hurricane landing in Honduras in subjects across 
the school before undertaking a day of activities including building a shelter, making survival 
food, water transportation and water purification. During these stations pupils were encouraged 
to develop a range of skills such as problem solving, team work, communication and overcoming             
challenges.  

 

 

See photographs of the event on the next page. 

 

 

 



Interdisciplinary Learning continued 

By Zoe Nicklin 
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Girls Football 
by Mr Haffie and Mr Brown 
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Junior Girls (S1-3)  

● Congratulations to the junior girls on a very 

successful season! 

 

● The girls finished 2nd in the East               

Renfrewshire schools league.  

 

 

●They also finished runners up in the West of 

Scotland seven- a-side  tournament, a              

fantastic achievement. 

 

Senior Girls (S4-6) 

● The girls also finished 2nd in their East        

Renfrewshire schools league. 

● The girls are also competing in a seven a-side 

tournament at  Woodfarm High School, to mark 

the Women’s World Cup this summer. 

 

A great inaugural year for girls football at 
Mearns Castle 

 



S1-S3 / Staff Table Tennis Tournament  

by Mr Haffie 
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A total of thirty two pupils and staff entered the recent table tennis     
tournament in the P.E department. The standard of play throughout the 
week was excellent, such that no staff member made it past the quarter 
finals. 

Congratulations go to Callum Caves (S1, centre) who won a thrilling    
final against Steven Clark (S3, right). Thanks to everyone who came 
down to watch the final, the atmosphere you created was fantastic. 

Stuart Lemay (S3, left) finished in third place after a narrow victory over 
Callum Howard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                    
 

 



 
Astronaut Visit 
by Mrs Danks 
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It was a particularly exciting science lesson for section 1.2 on Tuesday 24th March as we had the 
privilege of listening to Commander Hadfield, a retired Canadian astronaut, live from Mexico. 
During our science lesson he answered many questions which had been forwarded in advance 
of the interview from many schools across Scotland including ours. He was the first Canadian to 
walk in space and is well known for singing a revised version of David Bowie’s Space Oddity 
while on board the International Space Station; this can be viewed on YouTube. He was         
extremely interesting to listen to and perhaps he will have inspired a future generation of         
astronauts from Mearns Castle High. 

 

It has been wonderful this year to welcome so many new members to the Chess Club.  There is 
a wide variety of player levels in the club, and our experienced players have helped to develop 
the games of beginners.  Some pupils enjoy playing friendly games each week, whereas others   
relish a competitive element to their games. 

 

Last term, we participated in the Delancey Schools Chess Challenge, where the following pupils 
won their respective age groups: Ethan Palmer, Daniel O’Brien, Jack Bell, Marina Gladkikh, Max 
Irving-Robertson, Semon Tatarenko and Greig McKay.  

 

 

As Under 12 winner of the Delancey Schools Chess   
Challenge, Ethan Palmer travelled to Airdrie, in April, to 
play against all of the other Under 12 winners from schools 
in the West of Scotland.  Ethan achieved the outstanding 
result of winning the Under 12 Megafinal.  He now qualifies 
to compete in the Northern Gigafinal, to be held in       
Manchester in July.  Should he decide to travel to        
Manchester during the summer holidays, to continue in the 
competition, we wish him all the best.  Well done Ethan! 

 

The club meets every Thursday lunchtime, in room F14.  
We hope that all of our existing     members will continue to 
attend next year, and that they will help any new S1   
members to feel at home. 

 

 

Chess Club 

By Miss Drummond 



CryptoCrackers 

by Miss Drummond and Mrs Thomson 
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Our code-breaking club, CryptoCrackers, have had another successful year, but our most memorable 
event to date has to be our overnight trip to Manchester University and Bletchley Park.   

Here is what two of our members had to say about our two day adventure! 

Jamie Hobson 

29th April 6.45am 

I arrive at the train station feeling very excited.  I had travelled with Sam.  When everyone had arrived, 
we boarded the train to find a reasonably empty carriage.  Some people listened to music or read books 
while others played cards. 

3.30pm 
We are now leaving Manchester University and I have had a brilliant time at the Codebreaking         
Competition.  I was in a team with Sam, Andrew and Max as we went round three stations over the     
period of an hour and a half solving codes.  We decided to devote half an hour to each station because 
that would give us equal time on each.  In the end, we managed to solve one of the codes (thanks to 
Max!).  Better than nothing! 

4.30pm 
We have just had an early tea.  Andrew and I went scouting to find out possible locations to eat and 
came back with two options; TGI Fridays or Carluccio’s.  We - by democratic vote - decided to go to   
Carluccio’s.  I had carbonara and it was very nice. 

8.00pm 
We are now at the hotel and I am feeling relaxed.  We have finally reached the place where we will be 
spending the night.  My legs are tired because it has been a day containing lots of travelling.  I have tried 
my bed and it is very comfortable, so I have the security of knowing that I will be able to have a good 
night’s sleep.  I have a hot chocolate and there is football on.  Some of the others who didn’t eat earlier 
are eating now.  There is a nice atmosphere. 

30th April 8.45am 

Good morning!  I woke up at eight, as did Andrew conveniently!  When Mrs Thomson and Miss       
Drummond came to the door to check that we were up, Andrew and I made a point of standing with cups 
of tea to show that we’d been up for quite a while.  Across the corridor, Sam and Max were still asleep.  
Andrew and I went to breakfast and I ordered a full cooked breakfast. 

3.30pm 
We are now leaving Bletchley, and it has massively surpassed the expectations of everyone visiting.  At 
first, a very nice man called Tom told us some things about code-breaking at Bletchley.  He had a very 
good sense of humour.  He also showed us a real enigma machine that was used in the filming of the 
Imitation Game, and we were allowed to try it.  After lunch, Tom took us a tour of Bletchley Park and to 
the Imitation Game exhibition.  It had lots of props from the film and was very interesting. 

11.10pm 

After many train switches and a meal at MJ’s, we are finally pulling into Glasgow Central.  Sid is asleep 
and  refusing to get up.  Everybody is exhausted.  I am ready to go straight to bed when I get home. 

 



CryptoCrackers continued 

by Punim Fotedar 
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Today, my day started with a bang.  Bang indeed, as I woke up with a start at the relentless shrill blare of 
my klaxon alarm.  Today is one day that I cannot afford to be delayed or hindered.  In a maelstrom of fly-
ing clothes and last minute packing, I peered out of the window to see a car with two smiling faces inside.  
After saying my goodbyes, I headed for the door into two days in paradise. 

After a long train journey, we arrived at Manchester Piccadilly station.  The main event of our first day was 
a live Cryptography competition at Manchester University for participants of the online “Alan Turing Cryp-
tography Competition”.  We were faced with three difficult code-breaking challenges but in the end, my 
team and I pulled through and solved all three!  Following the competition was a lecture on the various 
properties of Graphene, which I have reason to believe should be renamed “The most tensile, resistant, 
usable, durable, strong and helpful material known to man”.  In short, “T.M.T.R.U.D.S.H.M.K.T.M”.   

At the end of a long and tiring day, I retired to the comforts of my shared hotel room.  There may have 
been no lock on the toilet and no central light but what I can commend the Campanile hotel for is a good, 
well deserved night’s sleep and an amazing buffet breakfast, complete with hot chocolate and little pack-
ets of Nutella! 

The plan was to spend our second day in Bletchley Park.  The estate housed the largest code-breaking 
operation of its kind and has an air of nostalgia, or remembrance for me more than anything else.  To 
think that I have walked in the very same place as the most brilliant minds in Britain, lest Alan Turing him-
self (and also his cinematic representation, Benedict Cumberbatch), is a great honour.  Recently, Bletch-
ley has been in the public eye once again with the release of “The Imitation Game”, a film which depicts 
the wartime efforts of Alan Turing and his team to decrypt the Enigma cipher.  Bletchley itself has been 
redesigned to make it look like it would have during WWII.  For such an inconspicuous area, the mansion 
stood out as an interesting blend of various architectural styles.  During the war, this building was cleared 
to accommodate MI6, who were based on the top floor, and the first group of code-breakers who occu-
pied the lower level.  With the need to recruit more, Bletchley’s housing capabilities were expanded with 
the erection of huts.  These were by no means pretty but were good enough to offer temporary shelter 
and a desk for the code-breakers to work from.  It was fascinating to learn about how the operation was 
organised, with direct train links to and from Cambridge and Oxford to ferry Britain’s greatest minds to 
where they were most needed.  At its peak, there were up to 3000 workers roaming around Bletchley.  It 
was a very secretive place yet the work conducted there did much in the way to secure an allied victory 
and minimise damages.  Understandably, such a large operation which was as secretive as it was comes 
with its own conspiracy theories.  Our guide explained the rumours in great detail and highlighted any his-
torical inaccuracies, as well as his own take on events.   

As the saying goes, all good things must come to an end.  As we boarded our final train, I felt like some-
one on a low after a prolonged high.  Although being upgraded to first class did perk me up!  When we 
reached Glasgow, I couldn’t wait to tell my family all about my trip to Bletchley Park.  It was and is a place 
of many wonders and I feel privileged to have been there. 
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by Miss Drummond and Mrs Thomson 
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Duke of Edinburgh Award 

by Mrs Ward 
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The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award continues to be extremely popular amongst pupils in S3-S6. 
This year sixty, S3 pupils successfully completed their Practice Expedition in New Lanark and a 
Qualifying Expedition in the Thornhill Area, Dumfries and Galloway. Many of the pupils have  
taken up volunteer work within the local community. Examples include working in charity shops, 
sports clubs, helping at brownies, the vets, libraries are to name just a few. 

 

There are sixty, S5 pupils taking part in the Silver Award. In August they are heading up to    
Callander to do a challenging 30 mile training Expedition. Pupils will wild camp on the shores of 
Glen Finglas reservoir. The Qualifying Expedition will be in September in the Galloway Forest. 
The Expedition will include climbing Merrick Hill the highest point in the area. They have started 
their training programme to learn various navigation and campcraft skills. All sections of the 
Award demand dedication, enthusiasm and a willingness to try new things.  

 

This year thirty pupils in S6 are taking part in the Gold Award. In September they will face the 
challenge of a 50 mile Expedition.  The route will take them from the North to the South of Arran. 
Pupils will also complete a Gold Residential Section. Some pupils are going to help with the 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh groups, Brownie and Scout camps. A few pupils are doing specialist 
courses in fashion design and helping at Edinburgh Zoo. We look forward to them being    
awarded their Gold Badges and certificates at Holyrood Palace for all their hard work.  

 



 
East Renfrewshire Schools Fishing Group 

By Mrs McKeeman 
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East Renfrewshire Schools fishing group was introduced at Mearns Castle High School in      
October 2013. The group is coordinated by volunteers from the Scottish Anglers National        
Association (SANA) in partnership with campus police officers from Police Scotland. The ten 
week “Club Angling” programme, as recognised and delivered by The Angling Development 
Board of Scotland, is an introduction to basic knowledge in Fly Fishing. This will then allow     
pupils to progress on, if desired, to further qualification. The programme is not only designed to 
develop the young person’s fishing skills, but also their social development, communication and 
confidence within the group environment. In its initial few years at the school the course has 
proven to be a big hit with the pupils involved and it is hoped that through further development 
and support many more pupils will fall for fishing…. hook, line and sinker.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Library News  -  Carnegie Book Group 2015 
by Miss McEachern 
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The Carnegie Book Award is presented every year to the most outstanding book written for 
young people. A short-list of eight books was chosen in April and schools around the country 
were encouraged to shadow the award and read and discuss the nominated books. 

 

This is exactly what we have been doing in the Mearns Castle Carnegie Book Group.  Twenty 
six eager readers from S1-S3 joined the Book Group this year and have been busily reading as 
many of the nominated books as they can.   The group meets regularly at lunchtime to discuss 
the books and review them online.  They have also been winning valuable House Points as they 
read – with each book earning them 10 points - and will be nominated for House colours.   

 

We also took part in the Carnegie Quiz on Friday 12th June which MCHS hosted again; meeting 
up with P7 book groups from our cluster primaries.  We had a fun morning of quizzing and also 
voted for our overall favourite book – which turned out to be “Apple and Rain” by Sarah Crossan.  

  

The judges will make their final decision about the official winning book on Monday 22nd June.  It 
will be interesting to see if it matches the MCHS Cluster Book Group’s favourite. 

  

So congratulations to all the pupils who joined the Carnegie Book Group and shadowed the 
award so successfully this year. Here are some photos of the P7 and S1-S3 pupils taking part in 
the Quiz: 

 

Happy Summer Reading Everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mary’s Meals News 
by Miss Henke 
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The Mary’s Meals Backpack Project, through S1 and S2 Citizenship, was a huge success. 
Thanks to everyone who contributed, Mearns Castle have been responsible for sending 49 
backpacks full of school equipment, clothes and toiletries to schoolchildren in the poorest parts 
of the world. Thanks for all your contributions. 

 

 

The S1 Enterprise Group have worked extremely well this year and have managed to raise the 
magnificent  amount of £300, which they have split equally between their chosen charities,  
Cancer Research UK and the Motor Neurone Disease Association. The group which comprises 
of Caitlin Davis,  Fraser Dalgleish, Logan Davidson, Josh Etherington,  Katie Gavienas- 
Tweedlie, Scott Kirkwood, Lisa MacLeod, Kian McRitchie, Max Smith, Heather Stewart, Mark 
Waugh and Matylda Wrobel set up their own company called “Enterprisers” and worked         
together throughout the session to create, advertise and market products which they then sold 
to peers in school. The group created hand-made cards, delicious cakes, hand-painted candle 
holders and personalised mugs and also enjoyed setting up their own stall to sell the products. 
The pupils all contributed very well to the group and enjoyed the experience. They also raised 
the highest Mearns Castle S1 Enterprise charity total to date. Congratulations to all who        
participated! 

S1 Enterprise Group 

by Mrs Bonini 



Maths Matters 
by Mrs Gibson 
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Pupils in the Maths department have had another outstanding year.  Many have taken part in national 
competitions, both on an individual and a team basis and in December, we had our second “Pointless” 
competition.  Here are just some of the activities that have captured pupils’ interest, together with a list of 
their successes: 

 

United Kingdom Maths Trust 

 

This session, pupils in S2, S5 and S6 entered this Maths competition.  Pupils were very successful, with 
an outstanding number of certificates awarded – eighty one!  The results were as follows: 

 

Gold 12 

Silver 31 

Bronze 38 

 

Haider Sulemann (S6) participated in the “Pink Kangaroo” round of this competition.  In S2, Marina  
Gladkikh has been invited to participate in the “Junior Olympiad” round and Kirstin West, Hassan Sheikh, 
Madeleine Bell and Punim Fotedar have taken part in the “Junior Kangaroo” round.  Congratulations to 
all pupils involved! 

 

The UKMT also organises Team Challenge competitions, at both Junior and Senior levels.  Both of our 
teams enjoyed success:  the Junior Team, Sam Young and Daniel Rotchford (S1), and Gordon Burrows 
and Hassan Sheikh (S2) were placed 3rd, out of the thirty teams which took part.  Our Senior Team, 
Haider Suleman and Ivy Ng (S6), and Morna Weir and Stuart Milloy (S5) were likewise placed 3rd.  This 
time, twenty one schools took part.  These results are excellent and all pupils are a credit to our school. 

 

Primary Maths Challenge 

 

For the third time, Mrs Anderson organised a Primary Team Challenge.  
Pupils from our Cluster Primary schools visited for a morning in May to 
take part in a range of mathematical activities.  By all accounts, this  
competition was enjoyed by all, with Eaglesham being the worthy        
winners. 

 

Mathématiques sans Frontières 

 

Each year we enter this National Competition.  Once again, both of our S4 and S5 teams have reached 
the top ten in their year groups.  We are eagerly awaiting the results, which will be announced on 18 
June. 

 

 



Maths Matters continued 

by Mrs Gibson 
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Circle of Maths 

This competition is for pupils in S3.  Craig Methven and Oliver Grieve spent two days at Hutchesons’ 
Grammar School, taking part in a variety of mathematical activities.   

 

 

Crypto Crackers 

 

Our Maths Club has gone from strength to strength, with pupils working hard each week to improve their 
code-breaking skills.  The club has enjoyed two trips: firstly to the cinema to see “The Imitation Game” 
and second of all an overnight trip to Manchester, for the Cryptography Competition following on to 
Bletchley Park, to visit the Museum.  A wonderful time was had by all. 

 

 

Personal Finance Class Trip 

 

Another first for the department!  Our S4 Personal Finance class spent a day in Edinburgh visiting the Mu-
seum on the Mound – a great day for pupils and staff alike. 

 

Pointless 

 

December saw our very first “Pointless” competition.  Based on the TV programme of the same name, all 
questions were of a mathematical nature.  S1 pupils packed into the theatre, where the excitement was 
palpable.  The competition was a great success.  Sadly, there were no “Pointless” winners but all pupils 
who took part secured points for their respective Houses. 

 

As the session draws to a close, pupils and staff alike are looking forward to a good rest – but we’ll be 
back in August, ready to start the next round of competitions and activities! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



French for Life and Work 

Modern Languages Department by Mrs Brennan 

Mearns Castle High School       A Health Promoting School Page 26 

This year our S2 pupils have been busy investigating how languages can help them succeed in 
their future lives and careers. While working towards SQA’s French for Life and French for Work 
Purposes units, they found out about careers involving languages, the types of skills that learning 
languages can help them develop, and also identified how their skills and qualities could make 
them desirable to future employers. They read job adverts, prepared their CV in French, then 
took part in an interview in French for an international job.  

 

 

We had to be interviewed for a job of our choice to see if you can get the job. We had to speak to 
our teacher in French. She asked us questions like why would you be good for this job and about 
your qualifications. 

We learned lots of new vocabulary that can be useful later on in life. We had to create a CV in 
French to apply for a job, we had to write about the subjects we studied, what we did in our free 
time and our qualities. I used my listening skills, communication skills and group work when we 
were researching on the laptops about jobs that needed two languages. 

My favourite thing from last term was creating a CV. 

 

Lisa Cole 

 

 

We learned about jobs and the skills that you need to develop and acquire in order to be the best 
possible candidate for that job. We took part in a mock interview and a mock market stall talk as 
well as submitted a CV about our skills, hobbies and school. I enjoyed this as it helped me to   
realise skills that I didn’t think I had and it also helped me organise things into a CV which I am 
sure I will need later on in life. When we did the interview, the four jobs that we could choose 
from were: Regional Manager at Audi, Legal Manager, hotel receptionist at the Hilton Hotel, and 
a marketing assistant. I enjoyed writing the CV as it is practice for the future.  

Brad Wildman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Social Subjects Showcase 
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Throughout our final term,  the Social Subjects  faculty have been seeking pupils’ views on the courses they have 
studied over  the year. This has given pupils  the opportunity  to  tell us what  they  liked about  their  me  in Social  
Subjects;  it has also given teachers homework by iden fying areas we can improve upon. The results for each year 
group,  which  are  displayed  in  our   
classes, are shown below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S1 Focus Group 

S2 Focus Group 

S3 Focus Group 



Colours Referral Form 
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ONLINE PAYMENT FACILITY 

 PAYMENTS REMINDER 

 

East Renfrewshire Council has developed an online payment facility to make it easier for parents 
to pay for school trips, school meals etc.  With the ‘Payments 4 Schools’ service, you are able to 
pay online via the School or Council website instead of sending your child to School with cash or 
cheques. 

 

The ‘Payments 4 Schools’ service is part of the Council’s wider public service excellence            
programme aimed at offering an increasing range of services online.  In addition to giving access 
to services at a time that is convenient to all, it will also help to save money.   

 

To use the online payment facility visit the School or Council website and click on the ‘Pay’ icon, 
school meals online, school payments.  The system will then take you through the payment      
process.  All major credit and debit cards are accepted, with the exception of American Express 

(AMEX) and Diners (DINE) cards.  NOTE: There is no administration charge for Switch/debit 
transactions however a 2% bank administration charge will be added to all payments made 
by credit card. 

 

  

Pupil’s Name: ____________________________________                                   Year Group:_____________ 

 

We welcome any feedback on the content of the Newsletter or indeed any other aspect of the work of the 
School.  If you  wish to make an electronic reply please do so by following the link below: 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/er/MearnsCastle/contact-us/ 

Comment: 

 

Parent’s Signature:………………………………………………………………………………    

Parents Name (please print):……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Comments Slip 
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