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Crookfur Primary School and Nursery Class Parent Council 
 

Telephone: 0141 570 7120 
Website: https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/er/Crookfur/  
School email: schoolmail@crookfur.e-renfrew.sch.uk 

 

 
 

Minutes of March 2019 meeting 
 

DATE: Wednesday 22nd May 2019 at 1900 hrs 
LOCATION: Eastwood High School 
CHAIR: Denny Henderson 
PURPOSE OF PARENT 
COUNCIL: 

The School Boards (Scotland Act) Act 1988 and subsequently the Scottish Schools (Parental 
Involvement) Act 2006 established partnership bodies of parents, school staff and co-opted 
members involved in the running of the school.  They have a number of specific statutory 
rights and obligations.  The main function is to promote contact and the exchange of 
information between the school, parents and the wider community.  They should help to 
improve parents’ understanding of what the school is trying to achieve, and they should carry 
out all their functions with a view to raising the standard of education at the school. 

 
 
1. Welcome and opening remarks 
 
As this was the last meeting of the year, Denny thanked everyone for their hard work and continued 
support. 
 
In addition, this was the final meeting for the P7 reps – Kathleen McGeogh, Waqas Waqar and Karen 
McGrady-Parker and the pre-school nursery reps – Ailsa Munro and Aisha Mahmood.  The 2 co-
opted members – Shabana Hussain and Cathy Wilkie -Thomson are also standing down as their 
youngest children are also leaving Crookfur. 
 
Karen agreed to stay on the parent council as a P6 rep for next year.  
 
Denny thanked these departing members for their many years of contribution to the parent council, 
particularly Cathy who has been a member for 11 years. 
 
2. Attendance and apologies 
 

Present  Apologies 

Class Name  Class Name 

Nursery Aisha Mahmood  Nursery Ailsa Munro 

Nursery Catherine McLatchie  Nursery Maham Ahmad 

P1 Conor Murphy  P1 Dawn Jamieson 

P3 Kari Gillies  P1 John Brennan 

P3 Allyson Gilchrist  P2 Michelle Wilson 

P4 Denny Henderson  P2 Beverly Stoner 

P4 Gillian Plews  P3 David O’Gorman 

P5 Wendy Durie  P4 Claire Dowse 

P6 Adele Thomson  P7 Waqas Waqar 

P6 Alistair Gibb  Co-opted Shabana Hussain 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/er/Crookfur/
mailto:schoolmail@crookfur.e-renfrew.sch.uk


Parent Council minutes May 2019 

2 
 

P7 Kathleen McGeogh    

P7 Karen McGrady-Parker    

Co-opted Cathy Thompson    

 
In addition, Mrs McGuigan (Head Teacher) and Mrs Jamieson (Deputy Head Teacher) were also 
present.  
 
3. Minutes of the previous Parent Council meeting 
 
Most of the actions from the previous minutes had been completed with the exception of setting up a 
Fundraising Budget meeting between Denny/Gillian Plews and school management and looking for 
bridge club volunteers. 
 

ACTION: Identify parent helpers to run bridge club (Kari) 

 

ACTION: Set up a fundraising budget meeting (Denny) 

 
The minutes from the meeting of 19th March 2019 were approved. 
 
4. Communication 
 
4.1 Internal Parent Council communication 
 
All relevant communications have been emailed. 
 
4.2 Communications from the Parent Council to the Parent Forum 
 
Information was provided to Mrs McGuigan to include in the school newsletter. 
 
4.3 Feedback from the National Parent Forum of Scotland / East Renfrewshire Parent Council Chairs 
meetings 
 
The has not been a meeting. 

 
5. Issues raised by parents 
 
Active sensory path 
 
A parent has suggested that Crookfur would benefit from an Active Sensory path within the school. 
School management were supportive and suggested that this might be a nice way to link the classes 
in the lower stages of the school. Mrs McGuigan agreed to look into this and to go back to the 
Fundraising Committee with costings etc.  
 

Action: Staff to investigate installation of a sensory path (Mrs Slorach / Mrs McGuigan) 

 
Parking banners 
 
A parent has noticed that Kirkhill and Mearns Primary Schools have some visible banners outside 
their schools and asked whether Crookfur might be able to source similar banners. Mrs McGuigan 
thinks that Crookfur might already have these banners, but they were not put up due to the road 
safety banner competition run by Heron around the time of the refurbishment.  She will look for the 
other banners.  
 

Action: Locate additional road safety banners and install (Mrs McGuigan) 
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Crossing on the hill 
 
A parent had contacted Mrs McGuigan yesterday about the crossing at the brow of the hill on Capelrig 
Road (where the Eastwood High School students exit for the station). She was concerned about the 
safety of this crossing and had contacted the police who had advised speaking to the school / council.   
 
It was noted that ERC have improved the lighting at this crossing, widened the path where possible 
and have increased the area where students wait to cross. ERC have said that this is the most they 
can do. 
 
A crossing patroller was suggested as an option, but the difficulty in recruiting patrollers is well known. 
It was agreed that there was probably not much more the parent council could do at this time.  Mrs 
McGuigan agreed to mention this issue again at school assembly. 
 

Action: Discuss road crossing issue at school assembly (Mrs McGuigan) 

 
Gillian Plews also commented that drivers sometimes fail to stop at the zebra crossing between 
Crookfur and Eastwood, particularly if the crossing patroller is not present. The lighting at this 
crossing is not great. 
 
Karen mentioned that the residents of Kestrel Wynd, on the far side of Stewarton Road from the 
school, had set up a group to petition the council to install another crossing on Stewarton Road, given 
the number of new houses that have been build there.  This group is reporting all “near misses” on 
Stewarton Road to ERC. 
 
Religious holidays 
 
Several parents had commented that the P7 residential trip had again fallen during Ramadan and 
asked that the school consider whether this could be changed going forward.  Mrs McGuigan 
responded that school events are set with consideration of major religious holidays.  However, the P7 
residential trip needs to be booked several years in advance to secure the location. In addition, 
Crookfur children attend at the same time as the children from Neilston and Uplawmoor Primary 
School so there are additional parties to consider. As the timing of Ramadan varies each year, it is 
unlikely to be a continuing issue, however the school will continue to consider this going forward.  Mrs 
MGuigan also spoke about the benefits of having the residential in May where the weather is 
generally better and evenings are lighter, as opposed to having it in the autumn/winter. 
 
Homework 
 
Gillian raised a query about homework still continuing in the summer term.  She also mentioned that 
there were some concerns that children were not filling in their homework diaries properly.  
 
Mrs McGuigan responded to say that following the parent consultation on homework, most parents 
considered there to be an appropriate amount of homework. The homework dates were issued at the 
start of the year, and the final homework will be issued on Tuesday 4 June.  Mrs McGuigan believes 
that there is still plenty of learning that can be achieved in the last six weeks of term and continuing to 
set homework for some of this time period is important. She will follow up on the homework diaries 
matter. 
 

Action: Mrs McGuigan to follow up with teaching staff regarding completion of homework 
diaries (particularly in P3/P4) (Mrs McGuigan) 

 
6. Fundraising update 
 
6.1 Bank balance  
 
£845 was received from the Co-op as the interim payment for being their Local Cause.  The final 
payment is expected in November. 
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Other events since the last meeting include the Community Council fair which raised £55 and the 
nursery discos which raised £433. 
 
There is approximately £2,200 in the fundraising account after the activity trail is accounted for.  
Expected expenditure for the rest of the year includes £250 for the P7 party, P7 gifts and nursery ties.  
 
P7 leaver gift 
 
In previous years, a dictionary was ordered by the school at a cost of £9.50. Several discussions at 
the Fundraising Committee had led to the decision that a dictionary is not widely used in this digital 
age, and that the dictionary was more used as a book to collect autographs etc.  
 
Karen had suggested that each child receive small trophy, having discussed with several P7 children. 
However, Kathleen said that other P7 parents had commented that they would prefer their child to 
receive a dictionary or similar gift. After discussion, it was agreed that the P7 staff would ask the P7 
children what they would like on Tuesday 30 May when they were back in class. 
 

Action: Ask P7 children what leaving gift they would prefer (School) 

 
Nursery tie 
 
A parent had asked whether it was possibly for the nursery ties to be clip-on so that they are easier 
for the younger children to put on an off themselves. 
 

Action: Check with the office to see if ties have been ordered and whether clip-on ties are a 
possibility (Gillian P) 

 
6.2 Activity Trail update 
 
£10,743 has been raised towards the Activity Trail.  Raffle tickets have been issued and all funds from 
the raffle will go towards the Activity Trail. Income from the Summer Fun Day will go to the general 
fund. 
 
A revised quote of £14k for the Activity Trail was received from Scotplay incorporating a horizontal 
climbing wall and monkey bars.  If ordered before the end of May this could be installed during the 
summer holidays. 
 
Although the total hasn’t quite been raised, the raffle money and a contribution from the general 
Fundraising fund will allow the purchase to be made. The final instalment from the Co-op Local Cause 
funding will “repay” the general fund.  Crookfur Parent Council has also been selected as one of the 
“green token” causes at Asda, although it is not clear how much this is likely to raise. 
 
The parent council agreed to order the activity trail based on the most recent quote from Scotplay as it 
was felt that there was sufficient funds and future income to be able to afford it. The order will be 
placed by the school as this will result in no VAT being payable.  ERC estates team are happy with 
the quote and know Scotplay well.  
 

Action: School to place the order for the activity trail (School) 

 
6.3. Expenditure requests 
 
No further requests at this time other than those mentioned above. 
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6.4. Events update 
 
The Summer Fun day takes place on Saturday 8th June from 2.30 – 4.30 and is being organised by 
Gillian Leitch and Denny.  More volunteers are needed for a variety of stalls including the uniform 
room and tombola.  Uniform will be donated and will be available for parents to take with an optional 
donation – this sits well with the Cost of the School Day initiative. Denny also asked for volunteers for 
Beat the Goalie which will run if the weather is dry. 
 
Refreshment stalls will run at both school and nursery sports days and will require volunteers. 
 
The Fundraising Committee hope to hold an event in June to plan events for 2019/20.  
 
7. School report – roll, staffing, events, updates & news 
 
Skills to school 
 
Mrs McGuigan thanked all the parents who came into school to make the Skills to School week so 
successful.  The focus was on numeracy and mathematics. 
 
New P1 intake 
 
Due to the larger than usual P1 intake, the ICT suite will be used as a 4th P1 classroom in 2019/20. 
The four classes will rotate between the existing P1 classroom and the ICT suit, approximately every 
10 weeks. Furniture has been ordered for the ICT suite, but it will not be completely ready by the end 
of term. Therefore, the children who will start in the ICT suite will be welcome to come and visit during 
the in-service days before the start of the new term. 
 
P7 residential  
 
The P7 residential is ongoing and staff have been updating the twitter feed with lots of photos.  
 
Coffee & chat 
 
Two coffee & chat sessions took place. Turnout was less than previous sessions, suggesting that the 
morning time slot might be preferred. 
 
Crookfur Nursery move 
 
ERC released details of the move of Crookfur Nursery from the school campus to Crookfur Park from 
August 2020.  The Nursery will be changing to a Family Centre which will be open 48 weeks a year.  
There will be some transitional staffing arrangements during 2019/20 to prepare for this. 
 
Skills Academy 
 
The first Skills Academy session has taken place and feedback was possible.  There are a total of 6 
sessions planned until the end of term. There are four different pathways – Digital Technologies, Life 
Skills, Design & Manufacture and Learning for Sustainability.  By March 2020, all children should have 
had the opportunity to explore each of the four pathways, and the school will evaluate how to 
proceed.  Mrs McGuigan is also keen to explore possible connections with local businesses.  
 
Sports Day 
 
Sports days will take place on Tuesday 11th June (school) and Wed 12th June (nursery).  While Mrs 
Denholm is on maternity leave, Mr McMillan is leading the event. Mrs McGuigan asked for parent 
helpers to help in the afternoon of 11 June to keep score.  The Eastwood High School sports leaders 
assist in the morning session but are not always available to help in the afternoon.  
P7 show 
 
The P7 show will take place in June.  For the first time, there will be two performances.  This is a trial 
and there are plans to have two performances of each year group show in 2019/20. 
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Celebration of the Arts 
 
A Celebration of the Arts is planned for Wednesday 19th June to celebrate the music, dance, creative 
writing etc that goes on at Crookfur.  It was initially suggested by Mrs Ashley after her dance group 
performed in the East Ren Dance finals, as that group wouldn’t get another chance to perform in front 
of an audience. Only parents of the children involved will be invited to this.  
 
Celebration of Achievement 
 
The Celebration of Achievement will take place at NM Baptist Church on Thursday 20th June at 10am.  
All members of the Parent Council are invited to attend if they wish. Mrs McGuigan expects space to 
be fairly limited due to the number of pupils and P7 parents.  
 
It was suggested that the school should explore using Mearns Cross Parish Church next year, as has 
been done previously, as is a larger space with a balcony.  
 
Nursery Garden Parties 
 
These will take place on Friday 21st June. 
 
P7 leavers party 
 
The party has a wild-west Barn Dance theme this year.  
 
Budget 
 
ERC have released additional budget to enable the ICT suite to be transformed into an additional 
classroom for P1. 
 
Staffing changes 
 
Most of the recent staffing changes were communicated in Mrs McGuigan’s newsletter. She is 
recruiting for a further 2 class teachers, following the announcement of Mrs Wilson’s retirement and 
the additional P1 class.  The walk round will be on Monday 10th June with interviews on Thursday 13th 
June.  
 
Ms Biggart will be working full time while Ms David is on maternity leave, so there is also an additional 
0.5 principal teacher post to fill. Mrs Nisbet is working full time until June to cover this post 
temporarily. From August, it will be covered by Lucy Melville who is currently on maternity leave from 
Hillview Primary.  
 
As a result of ongoing budget cuts, ERC has significantly cut the pupil support assistant (PSA) 
numbers for 2019/20 onwards.  The PSA budget for children with Additional Support Needs has not 
been cut. 
 
The cuts are a result of the reduction in the grant funding received from central government, ERC has 
to make around £29m of cuts over a three-year period (2018 – 2021).  Education is required to make 
cuts of around £9m over the three-year period.  All PSAs who were on temporary contracts have not 
had their contracts renewed. Therefore, both Mrs Liddle and Mrs Whittington will be leaving Crookfur 
in June. Crookfur’s PSA allocation will drop from 4 PSAs to 2 - Mrs Iddles (part time) and Mrs 
Faulkner. Hours will continue to be reviewed in 2019/20 and may be subject to further change. 
 
Mrs McGuigan is considering how to manage this reduction in staff, particularly before 9am and 
during breaks and lunch (playground supervision). She has a number of ideas and will be looking at 
timetabling.  
 
There is no legal requirement to have certain adult to child ratio in the playground, the only 
requirement is to have “an adult presence”. However, Mrs McGuigan plans to ensure that the 
playground continues to be staffed.   
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An additional temporary CDO has been recruited for the Nursery which will free up Mrs Walker to 
spend time in P1/P2 in order to further develop play-based learning in the early years. 
 
8. PEF update 
 
To be carried forward to the next meeting 
 
9. School improvement plan for 2019/20 – initial thoughts 
 
Mrs McGuigan will issue a parent survey to understand the priorities that parents would like to see in 
the School Improvement Plan. 
 
10. AOCB 
Aisha had attended the Equalities forums in February and May and had asked Denny to circulate the 
key points from those meetings via email. The meeting in February was the showing of the 
documentary, RESILIENCE is a one-hour documentary that explores the science of Adverse 
Childhood Experiences (ACE) to treat and prevent Toxic Stress, now understood to be one of the 
leading causes of everything from heart disease and cancer to substance abuse and depression. 
 
The May meeting was held at Woodfarm HS where they have a very diverse student body and have 
been working hard with Princes Trust, amongst other bodies, to ensure that all students feel 
represented. 
 
11. Date of next meeting 
 
An AGM will be scheduled for September 2019. 


