Rag Bag

The Rag Bag collection Day is Friday 11th November.  All good quality clean and dry clothing, paired shoes, handbags, wallets, ties etc are all desirable. This also helps with school fundraising – for every Kilo of clothing donated, Busby Primary will be given 40p.
Kind Reminders
Please do not leave the school gate open at any time when dropping off or collecting your child from the Nursery or school. If you wish to speak to your child’s teacher, please make an appointment through the office.  Teachers should not be interrupted during school hours.
Nut allergy – Please remember that you should not send any peanut or nut containing products to school with your child (including Nutella).

Dates for your Diary – School
Tuesday 8th November

Early Learning & Childcare Forum, 6.30pm
Thursday 10 November

P3 Assembly

Friday 11th November

Achievement Assembly

Thursday 17th 


November P5 Assembly

Friday 18th November

Flu Vaccinations

Monday 21st November

Road Safety Week

Wednesday 23rd November
P2 Learning Workshop
Sunday 27th November

Christmas Fayre, 2-4pm

Wednesday 30th November
P3 Learning Workshop 9.30am

Thursday 1st December

P6/7 Assembly 9.30am
Monday 5th December

P4/5 Learning Workshop 9.30am

Thursday 15th December

P3 & P4 Christmas Party, 1.30pm

Friday 16th December

P1 & P2 Christmas Party, 1.30pm

Monday 19th December

P5 & P6 Christmas Party, 1.30pm





P7 Christmas Lunch, White Cart Restaurant, 1pm

Wednesday 21st December
P1 Winter Service 9.45am, Busby Church. All Welcome





School Closes 2.30pm for Winter Holidays

Thursday 5th January

School Re-opens 9am

Dates for your Diary – Nursery
Tuesday 8th November

Early Learning & Childcare Forum, 6.30pm
Tuesday 15th November

Stay and Play 9.15am and 1.15pm
Wednesday 23rd November
Shooglie Road Theatre Company (pm) 
Sunday 27th November

Christmas Fayre, 2-4pm
Friday 2nd December

Shooglie Road Theatre Company (am) 
Friday 16th December

Nursery am & pm Nativity

Tuesday 20th December

Nursery Christmas Parties

Wednesday 21st December
Nursery Closes 2.30pm for Winter Holidays
Thursday 5th January

Nursery Re-opens, 8.50am and 12.50pm

Friday 13th January

Symbolisation Sessions, 11am/ 1.15pm
If you have any concerns, queries or compliments please do not hesitate in contacting me at the school.
Yours truly,
Sharon Hunter

Head Teacher
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and Nursery Class Newsletter

November 2016

Dear Parent/Carer,
I am very much looking forward to the Achievement Assembly next Friday.  If your child has been selected to receive an award, you will be contacted by text or email in the next few days.  As you may recall, I met with a group of parents earlier in the session to work on clarifying the criteria for the awards.  As a result of that focus group, only curricular ‘Endeavour’ awards will be given out at the whole school assemblies.  Achievements from extra-curricular activities will be recognised in class time.
I have had a couple of days working with the authority this week and I just have to say what a joy it always is to come back to Busby - our pupils are so polite and mannerly and our school is very warm and welcoming.  The children are a real credit to their parents and to the staff.
Nursery & Early Level  News
Learning Focus

The focus of our learning in the playrooms will be ‘Food from around the World’.  We would appreciate any suggestions or help from keen cooks who would work with the children to make some exotic foods or come in to talk about how different cultures eat and share food or drink.

Children’s Classic Concert

“Revolting Rhymes” were the hot of the show as the Big Bad Wolf huffed and puffed, only to be outwitted by Little Red Riding Hood.  The music of the RSNO added to our enjoyment of the works of Roald Dahl and it was fun to share the experience with our friends.  The follow up workshop for children who attended the concert will take place on Wednesday 9th November at 9.15am.
Parent Group

The Parent Group met with Mrs Curran, Mrs McCarron and Miss Hunter on Friday 4th November.  We discussed the Christmas Fayre and as a treat for the boys and girls, the Nursery Fund will pay for Shooglie Road theatre company to visit on 23rd November (pm)  and 2nd December (am).  Further information will follow. The date of the next meeting will be displayed on the Nursery noticeboard.
Stay and Play – Tuesday 15th November @ 9am/1pm

Adults are invited to join us in the playroom for a short play with their child.  Tea and coffee will be available for those who have time to stay and chat.  Mrs Small and Mrs Grey have exciting new ideas for developing your child’s literacy by using Hanen strategies and they will share their ideas.

Improve Language and Communication

We are fortunate to be working with Jennifer Norval, an Education Psychologist with the Authority, on a project to enhance the communication techniques of the children.  The focus of the project will be the use of symbolisation for all children throughout the Nursery.  Jennifer will hold informal sessions for families on Friday 13th January at 11am and 1.15pm.  We would encourage you to put this date in your diary as we believe the project will bring benefits to the children.
Williamwood Cluster Early Learning & Childcare Cluster

Parents and carers of children in the Nursery and P1 have been invited to attend a workshop on Tuesday 8th November from 6.30-7.30pm.  The focus of the workshop is ‘The Wellbeing and Resilience of Young Children’.  If you wish to attend but have not yet returned the slip or have misplaced the letter, please call the office on 0141 570 7040.
School News
Parent Council News

Halloween Discos - A huge thanks to the team of volunteers at the disco who worked very hard to ensure that it ran smoothly and safely.  It was lovely that so many parents from across the year groups were there to help as it allowed every year group to have a link parent who they knew.

The Christmas Fayre takes place on Sunday 27th November from 2-4pm. It will be an exciting new format this year as we are running a ‘Santa Skills Academy’.  There will be a range of activities for children of all ages and also some firm favourites like the tombola and raffle (which has great prizes).  We need volunteers to ensure the day runs as smoothy as possible.  Alison Findlay will be sending out requests to those parents who have previously helped or said they might be interested but if anyone else wants to help they can contact Alison directly at busbyfundraising@gmail.com or speak to her in the playground on Mondays and Fridays.
Road Safety Week
Road Safety week will be on the 21st to the 27th of November.  There will be activities, competitions and an assembly during the week to raise awareness of road safety.  Junior road safety officers (JRSO’s) Maya , Ewan, Elissa and Leah will be ensuring that cars are not parked on yellow lines or on the pavement around the school. 

Finance Week

Our annual Finance Week began on Monday 31st October. The aim of the week is to promote financial capability, which is an essential life skill for everyone.  We do this through classroom activities which focus on financial understanding, competence, responsibility and enterprise.  In addition, pupils in P5 and P6 particpated in the ‘Profitable Pound’ and our P7 year group are once again working with Virgin Money on the ‘Make £5 Grow’ project.  Further information about the Virgin Money project will be issued next week.
Skills Academy – Developing The Young Workforce
All pupils have now completed their first block of Skills Academy classes.  By all accounts, they have all been very enjoyable and successful.
Community

Early Level – Mrs Small has been helping the boys and girls learn about the tools we use in the garden and how to use them safely.  They then used the tools to improve the school ground and explored environments where seeds can grow into plants.
First Level – Miss Lawson and the P2-P4 pupils have been working with staff from Scotrail and have replanted the displays at the station.  They have also been tidying up the garden in our field and harvested the crops that were planted before the summer break.

Second Level – Mr Weir, Mr Ross and P5-P7 pupils have built a wonderful new performance area in the field.  Our thanks go to Mr Grove for supplying the logs for the project.

Life Skills

Early Level – Mrs Branco taught the Early level children about how we use our senses to keep ourselves safe.  They used their sense of taste and smell to examine foods and liquids.  They explored the local area using their hearing, sight and touch to find safe ways to cross the road.
First Level – Mrs McLean’s children has learned about what to do in an emergency situation.  They had visits from the fire brigade and the police and all pupils achieved a First Level certificate in Heart Start training.
Second Level – Mrs Farrant has been working with second level pupils.  They have been discussing anxiety and mental health issues and learned a number of breathing techniques to help deal with stressful situations.  They also learned about different muscle groups in the body and practiced yoga techniques which can help relieve muscle pain.
Food Technology

Early Level – The children were introduced to basic food preparation techniques.  Parents and carers were invited in to enjoy a ‘Fun with Food’ session at the end of the block.
First Level – Miss Harris and P2-P4 pupils prepared dishes from around the world, including a Middle Eastern wrap and raitia.  They also organised the catering for the First Level Design & Manufacturing skills academy Mad Hatter’s Tea Party.
Second Level –  Miss Taylor taught the pupils to make a range of starters, main courses and desserts.  In addition, P7 pupils had 3 Front of House training sessions at The White Cart restaurant.  On the last day of the block we opened our doors to our first paying customers at the Skills Academy restaurant. All guests agreed we offered excellent service and value for money!

Design and Manufacturing

Early Level – Boys and girls in the Nursery and P1 focused on the wonder of wood, exploring its different forms and ways to work with it  They practiced using real tools with help from a visiting joiner and created their own unique product from wood..
First level – Pupils worked with a milliner from Glasgow Kelvin College.  Pupils designed their own hats and displayed them to parents and carers at the ‘Mad Hatter’s Tea Party’.

Second Level – Mr Milliken worked with pupils to develop an app to support home learning.  They used App Shed software and are working with Apps For Good.  The Apps they built are available to use on the school website, in the STEM blog.  https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/er/busbystem/
Creativity

Early Level – Early Level pupils looked closely at their favourite books.  They used our digital cameras to record images and used them to illustrate their stories.
First level –  Mrs Nilsen Nygaard and the children in P2-P4 designed and built K’Nex structures.  They also used the ipads and Microsoft Powerpoint to create stop start animation projects.
Second Level – Miss Doris has been helping the P5-P7 pupils write, film and edit a news report using the school’s digital video cameras and ipads .  They have been assisted by David Hunter of Moving Films.
Getting It Right For Every Child in Busby Primary

In Busby Primary School, we believe all children and young people need support to help them learn, however some children and young people may require additional support to ensure they benefit from education. This may involve planning, managing and reviewing interventions for individual children and, where appropriate, his or her family. This inclusive approach meets the requirements of Additional Support for Learning legislation and the Getting It Right For Every Child (GIRFEC) approach. 
We pride ourselves on our positive relationships with parents and we want to work closely with you to always strive towards the best positive outcomes for your child and your family. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any concerns regarding your child.
The Scottish Poppy Appeal
The prefects will be selling poppies every afternoon from Thursday 3rd November to Friday 11th November should you wish to send a donation in with your child.[image: image1.emf]
