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Homework 
Homework issued at Willowbank follows a 

consultation with parents, and we ask that 

you are honest when completing the twice-

annual homework consultation in order that 

homework really suits the needs of your 

child and your family. 
 

Staff try to design homework that can be 

done with parents, siblings, friends or other 

family members and tasks are usually 

centered around literacy and 

communication, numeracy and the 

environment, life skills education and 

outdoor learning.  All tasks aim to support, 

develop and extend the learning that takes 

place in school. 
 

Positive Language 
Move away 

from saying… 
Try saying… 

Stop running 
Please use indoor feet – 

running is for outside 

Don’t shout 
Please use a quiet 

voice – I can hear you  

It’s rude to 

interrupt people 

Wait until I’m finished 

talking, please 

Stop that 

tantrum 

I’m here for you.  Tell 

me what’s happened 

Don’t speak to 

people like that 

Please use kind words 

with others 

 

Useful websites 
 

parentclub.scot 

education.gov.scot/parentzone 
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Supporting Learning 
Our recent survey of parents and carers, 

highlighted that some families  were not sure 

about ways they could help their child’s 

learning.  Although not a definitive guide, we 

hope this leaflet is useful in giving families 

some helpful tips and guidance. 
 

“The greatest impact comes from 

your child learning from your 

actions, reactions, attitude towards 

and engagement in your own and 

their learning.”    – Education Scotland 
 

The Parent Council 
All parents and carers are welcome to, and 

encouraged to, join the Parent Council, to 

get involved in their child's school on a more 

formal basis. Further information on the 

Parent Council can be found on our website 

or by contacting the Chair, via the school 

office. 
 

School Improvement 

Parents often have helpful and creative 

ideas about how to improve the school and 

what can be done to improve the standard 

and quality of children's learning. We 

encourage parents to share these views. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

General Tips  
 Listen, talk, and encourage – this can 

have a big influence on children's learning 

 Encourage your child to talk to you about 

their learning, what learning is happening 

at school and do what you can at home 

to build on that 

 Ask for help if you think your child needs it 

for any reason 

 Praise your child if he/she is working hard 

at something or has achieved something 

within or outwith school 

 Encourage any reading 

 Look for opportunities at home to develop 

literacy and numeracy skills: money, 

number problems, time, measuring, 

matching, size, reading, writing, 

understanding instructions, questioning 

information 

 Encourage your child to take part in 

activities, for example hobbies or clubs 

which will provide opportunities to 

develop a range of skills 

 Help prepare for change, particularly at 

key transitions – talk about the change 

together 

 Talk to your child about how they are 

feeling 

 Work together with the school by taking 

part in discussions about your child's 

learning and progress, for example at 

parents' evenings and annual reviews 

Learning at Home –          

What it may look like 
The time that your family spends talking 

together is very important for your child’s 

development and wellbeing. Family mealtimes 

have been shown to be a particularly 

important time for this, no matter what age 

your child is. If you can, try to make time and 

space for family mealtimes. Switch the 

television and other electronic devices off, and 

eat together at a table.   

Some home learning activities may include: 

 encouraging your child to play with letters 

and numbers 

 drawing your child’s attention to sounds 

and letters in the environment 

 teaching your child rhymes or songs 

 having age-appropriate toys available 

 reading with your child 

 visiting libraries, museums, galleries 

 encouraging and helping your child to 

cook a meal and/or set the table 

 allowing your child to help you with DIY jobs 

around the house 

 researching a topic of interest on the 

internet, in a library or from other sources 

 working together with your child on 

different activities eg gardening, baking, 

showing your child how to play a musical 

instrument 

 

 


