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THE OPTIONS PROCESS

S1 – Follow a broad range of 

subjects to ensure you are 

accessing a wide and varied 

curriculum

S1 pathway to S2 & S3 – Broad 

General Education (BGE)

Need to follow a curriculum 

that covers a range of subjects

Some element of free choice

English, Maths, PSE,/RE, PE and 

7 other subjects

S3 pathway to S4 – Senior 

Phase

Narrowing your pathway based 

on your BGE curriculum

Free choice

English, Maths, PSE,/RE, PE and 

5 other subjects

S4 pathway to S5 – Senior 

Phase

Narrowing your pathway based 

on your S4 curriculum

Free choice

5 subjects



OLD V NEW (BGE)

Old:

❑Column structure

❑Pick one subject from each column

❑Restricted choice

❑Cannot always pick your best subjects

New:

❑ Some column structure

❑ Some element of free choice

❑ Less restricted choice

❑ Can pick your best subjects

With both systems classes only run if there are enough pupils pick a subject and there are enough 

teachers available. We will try our best to match your choices but this may not always be possible.



PREPARING FOR OPTIONS 

There is information about every subject in the Kilmarnock Academy Prospectus 2025.  You should read 

this very carefully as it contains information on:

• Subjects available

• SCQF Level 

• Entry Requirements

• Course Content 

• Progression





PROGRESSION THROUGH THE SCQF 
FRAMEWORK

S2 & S3

Geography

S4

Geography

National 3

National 4 

National 5

S5 & S6

Geography (Higher)

Travel & Tourism 
(National 5)

Powering Futures 
(Level 6)

S2 & S3

Biology

S4

Biology

National 3

National 4 

National 5

S5 & S6

Biology (Higher)

Human Biology (Higher)

Health Sector   (Level 5)



PROGRESSION THROUGH THE SCQF 
FRAMEWORK

S2 & S3

Design & 
Manufacture

S4

Design & 
Manufacture

National 3

National 4 

National 5

S5 & S6

Applied Design & 
Construction Skills 

(Level 6)

Performing 
Engineering 

Operations (Level 5)

S2 & S3

Art

S4

Art

National 3

National 4 

National 5

S5 & S6

Art (Higher)

Creative Industries 
(Level 6)

Photography(Higher))



MY WORLD OF WORK

• We encourage all pupils to register on the website My World of Work, 

a valuable resource for both school pupils & adults at all stages of their 

career.

• www.myworldofwork.co.uk 

• There is a Parents & Carers section of My World of Work with lots of 

useful advice and guidance, including pre-recorded webinars to help 

parents and carers better support their young people.

• The Kilmarnock Academy Prospectus contains QR codes for every 

subject which links to My World of Work

http://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/
http://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/


WEBINARS AVAILABLE



We promote a positive, welcoming ethos to 
encourage good attendance and 
timekeeping.

We have high expectations of attendance 
and timekeeping.

ATTENDANCE



All absence impacts attainment

90% attendance, each year, from P1 until the end of S3, 

equates to an entire year of school absence.

Late-coming is an early indication that attendance may 

become an issue.



Absences are linked to lower attainment



Pupil Support Principal Teachers monitor 

attendance and timekeeping every day.

Please contact the Pupil Support Teachers if you have any concerns.

They are here to support your child with any issues.

Currently 89% - highest year group attendance in the school ☺



Pupils can speak to their Pupil Support Teacher, in person or using the QR 

code.



WHAT SUBJECTS SHOULD I PICK?

• You must pick English, Maths, PE/RE and PSE

• One subject from each column

• Social Subjects

• Modern Languages

• Science

• Performing and Expressive Arts

• Technologies

• Two other subjects from any column

• One reserve subject



WHAT SUBJECTS SHOULD I PICK?

You should try and pick subjects in the following order where possible

• Those subjects which you are likely to need for a future career, College or University 

place

• Those subjects you are good at – you can use your report to help with this which 

was issued in December

• Those subjects you enjoy



HOW DO YOU KNOW WHAT SUBJECTS YOU ARE GOOD AT?

• Tracking Report (x2)

• Full Report

• Parents’ Night

Drama

Miss McMullen

Drama

Making good progress within the next level



HOW DO YOU KNOW WHAT SUBJECTS YOU ARE GOOD AT?

Drama

Miss McMullen

Drama

Making good progress within the next level



HOW DO YOU KNOW WHAT SUBJECTS YOU ARE GOOD AT?

Drama

Drama

Miss McMullen

Drama

Making good progress within the next level

Basic Skills Another subject might be a better 

choice

Developing 

Skills

Another subject might be a better 

choice

On Track A good subject to choose

Confident A good subject to choose

Highly Able A very good subject to choose

Excelling A very good subject to choose



S2 CURRICULUM PATHWAY 
FORM



THE OPTIONS PROCESS & KEY DATES

Each young person will have an individual meeting with your Pupil Support 

Teacher who will discuss the following:

• What you plan on doing when you leave school, we know at this time you might 

not know and that’s OK.

• Your best subjects 

• The subjects we recommend you pick to maximise your attainment

• You will then complete together your pathways form and your PTPS will complete 

a spreadsheet with your choices recorded on it

• You will take your pathways form home to be signed by your parents/ carers



THE OPTIONS PROCESS & KEY DATES

The KA Prospectus is now on the school blog. Read this carefully and begin discussions at home and 

with your teachers about subject choices

• Wednesday 18th February – 6pm: Options information evening for parents/ carers and pupils

• Thursday 19th February – S1 Assembly

• Friday 20th   February – Curricular Pathway forms issued. 

• Monday 23rd February – Options Interviews begin

• Tuesday 24th February – S1 Parents Evening

• Friday 6th March – Deadline for return of Curriculum Pathways Forms

If they are not returned by this date you may not get the options you have selected as your form will not 

be included in the computer program that is used in the next stage of the options process. 



WHERE WILL I FIND OUT MORE INFORMATION?

• All the information you require will be on the school blog:

• Options information evening for parents/ carers and pupil’s presentation

• Kilmarnock Academy Prospectus 2026

• Progression Pathways Forms



QUESTIONS

• We will take any questions individually at the end
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