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Assessment will be carried out using one or two of 
the following assessment methods:

➢ Assignment Case Study
Practical Activity Performance
Portfolio Project
Question Paper/test

Course assessment for N5, Higher and AH are 
externally marked by SQA or is internally marked 
and quality assured by SQA. 



Changes to National 
Qualifications



Changes to National 5 in 2017/18

September 2016 - Deputy First Minister 
announces removal of units from National 
Courses:

‘The removal of mandatory unit assessments has the 
distinct purpose of reducing the amount of assessment 
experienced by young people taking national 
qualifications and the workload created as a result of 
administering the units.’

- Scottish Government Policy Statement, 
March 2017



Unit Assessment

• Internally assessed by teachers

• Pupils can have two attempts

• There have to be exceptional circumstances 
for a third attempt

• Available as free standing units for National 5 
and Higher

• Advanced Higher in session 19-20



Removal of mandatory unit assessments  

Timeline

Session 2017-18: 

National 5 

Session 2018-19: 

Higher

Session 2019-20: 

Advanced Higher



National 5 and Higher- changes to course 
assessment

 Very few changes to the aims, rationale or content of the 
courses

 Course assessments strengthened to ensure assessment of 
full content of course, following the removal of units

 However this has resulted in one or more of the following: 

- extension of the existing question paper 

- extension of the existing item of coursework 

- new question paper 

- new item of coursework



Coursework



Coursework Assessment Conditions 
(English Writing Folio)

• It is acceptable for a teacher or lecturer 
to provide: 

• an initial discussion with the candidate 
on the selection of a topic, theme, genre, 
leading to an outline plan 

• written or oral feedback on one draft of 
writing 



Coursework Assessment Conditions 
(English Writing Folio)

• It is not acceptable for a teacher or lecturer to 
provide: 

• model answers which are specific to a candidate’s 
task 

• specific advice on how to re-phrase wording 

• key ideas, or a specific structure or plan 

• corrections of errors in spelling and punctuation 

• feedback on more than one draft of writing 



Grade D from 2018 

• Revised National Qualifications – Grade D will 

be broadened from the current position (notional 

45-49%) to a notional 40-49%.  This ten per cent 

range brings a Grade D award into line with the 

ranges for Grades B and C 

• This will apply  to National 5 in 2018, Higher in 

2019 and Advanced Higher in 2020.



Navigating the 
Website 



www.sqa.org.uk



National 5 course documents



Exceptional Circumstances and 
Post Results Service

 Purpose

Head of Centre decision



Understanding Standards



Understanding Standards



My SQA



Study, Revision and Preparation

• Parentzone is organised into distinct and user-friendly areas 
covering issues that affect parents during the different stages 
of their children's education. 
https://education.gov.scot/parentzone

• General assessment information covering Coursework such as 
Assignment or Practical activity. Download these from SQA’s 
subject pages at www.sqa.org.uk/browsecfesubjects click the 
subject you are interested in and select National 5.

• www.sqa.org.uk/examtools

• BBC Bitesize: www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize

• Revision in a nutshell: www.npfs.org.uk

https://education.gov.scot/parentzone
http://www.sqa.org.uk/browsecfesubjects
http://www.sqa.org.uk/examtools
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
http://www.npfs.org.uk/
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