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PROGRAMME

Skills Development Scotland Kate Faulds

SQA Fiona Malone

Ayrshire College Ashleigh Brown

Option Choice Process (Dates) Mr Kane (HT)

Coming Weeks

S3 Parents’ Evening Tuesday 15th January

Subject Input Ongoing in class

PSE Input Ongoing in class

Individual Interviews Wednesday 16th – Wednesday
30th January
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S4

7 subjects

National 3

National 4

National 5

Wider Achievement

S5

5 subjects

National 4

National 5

Higher

Wider Achievement

S6

Up to 5 subjects

National 5

Higher

Advanced Higher

Wider Achievement
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S4

7 subjects

National 3

National 4

National 5

Wider Achievement
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National 3

• Assessed in school and graded as either a pass or fail

• No examination

• Broadly set at work equivalent to that of late S2 or early S3

• Progression is to National 4
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National 4

• Assessed in school and graded as either a pass or fail

• No examination

• Broadly set at work equivalent to that of late late S3 with elements of 
N5 content

• Progression is to National 5
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National 5

• Exams and Coursework tasks combined to give an overall graded 
award at either A, B, C, D or F

• Examinations, coursework tasks/projects

• Progression is to Higher (if attaining an A or B at National 5)
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Learner Pathways

• Some pupils will complete seven National 5 courses

• Some pupils will take a combination of National 4 and National 5 
courses

• Some pupils will go to College and study six subjects, often a 
combination of National 4 and National 5

• Some pupils will study one or two National 3 awards with a 
combination of National 4 and National 5 in other subject areas
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College (Updated since information evening)
Course SCQF Level Location

Introduction to Construction Industry A 4 Kilmarnock

Introduction to Construction Industry B 4 Kilmarnock

NPA Beauty Skills with Hairdressing 4 Kilmarnock

Skills for Work: Automotive Skills 4 Kilmarnock

Skills for Work: Early Education and Childcare Level 4 4 Kilmarnock

NPA Software Development 4 Kilmarnock

Skills for Work: Uniformed Services 4 Kilmarnock

SVQ Performing Engineering Operations – National 4 4 Kilmarnock

NPA Professional Cookery 4 Kilmarnock

Course SCQF Level

NPA Sport and Fitness (Team Sports - Football) 5 Kilmarnock

Skills for Work: Early Education & Childcare Level 5 A 5 Kilmarnock

Skills for Work: Early Education & Childcare Level 5 B 5 Kilmarnock

NPA Digital Media with Film Making 5 Irvine Royal Academy

Introduction to Criminology 5 Kilwinning

Advanced Woodwork* 5 Kilmarnock
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Your Choices

You cannot:

Select a subject you did not study in S3

Select all three traditional Science subjects
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Your Choices

• Consider your own God given skills and talents

• Rely on the support of your family

• Do not base choices on the choices of your friends

• Read your report carefully, and reflect upon the options that give you 
the best chance of progressing to qualifications, college or 
employment

• Use My World of Work, Parentzone and Nationals in a Nutshell to 
help inform your choice





Source: Oxford Economics; workplace based

Changes in Jobs by Sector (Levels), Forecast -
2016-2027

Changes in levels of jobs in local authority
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Manufacturing

Public administration and defence; compulsory…

Education

Agriculture, forestry and fishing

Mining and quarrying

Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor…

Water supply; sewerage, waste management and…

Financial and insurance activities

Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply

Human health and social work activities

Real estate activities

Information and communication

Transportation and storage

Other service activities

Arts, entertainment and recreation

Accommodation and food service activities

Professional, scientific and technical activities

Construction

Administrative and support service activities
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Possible progression routes
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Next Steps

• Time with family on My World of Work and reading the guidance 
issued this evening

• Discussion with family following Parents’ Evening

• Preparation for your options interview over the next fortnight



INSPIRE AND TRANSFORM St Joseph’s Academy, Kilmarnock

Common Questions

• Why can we not take three Sciences?

• Do I need to take….?

• Will my son/daughter get their first choice(s)?

• Where can I find out about….?

• Can they change their mind?


