S3 China: Lesson 1 Skills Question
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(b)  Study Sources 1,2 and 3 below and opposite, then answer the question which follows.

SOURCE 1
President Hu Jintao’s Popularity Rating
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SOURCE 2

Chinese Public Opinion on its Government’s Performance (%)

FAVOURABLE UNFAVOURABLE
Year Very Quite Quite Very
March 2011 56 423 383 138
March 2010 62 408 374 156
March 2009 62 39-9 357 182
March 2008 62 377 381 180
March 2007 61 401 376 162
March 2006 59 421 382 138
March 2005 59 414 319 148
March 2004 61 398 398 143
March 2003 62 365 412 161
March 2002 59 346 383 212
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SOURCE 3

The view on President Hu Jintao’s leadership

A recent Shanghai Today poll measured public opinion about President Hu Jintao’s
ability to deal with the three main issues of the Economy, the Environment and Health.
On the economy, 79% of Han Chinese said they approved of the policies which the
President had introduced. Among Lahu Chinese the figure was 56%. Twenty-one
percent of Han disapproved of President Hu Jintao’s economic performance, while 44%
of Lahu disapproved. Among Manchu, 92% approved whilst the percentage of those
disapproving was 3%.

When asked if they were confident that Jintao could manage the environmental problems
facing China, the different cthnic groups were also split. Seventy-two percent of Han
said they were confident, while 69% of Manchu agreed. The Lahu figure was 51%.
When it came to President Hu Jintao’s policies on health, the percentage of Han who
thought the policies were good was 54%, whilst for Manchu it was 53% and 27% for Lahu.

Overall, six out of ten Chinese believe that the current economic conditions in the area
where they live are good and eight out of ten think that conditions are getting better.

On cach issue, a number of respondents had no view on the President’s performance.

President Hu Jintao’s popularity has changed little across both Asia and the Rest of the
World. Within China the majority of people in each ethnic group support the President
I three of the main issues. Overall, favourable public opinion of the Government
within China is improving year on year.

View of Dong Jie
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Explain, in detail, the extent to which Dong Jie could be accused of being selective in
the use of facts.

Use only Sources 1, 2 and 3 above and opposite.

In your answer, you shoul

«  explain, in detail, why each of the statements made by Dong Jie is cither correct or
incorrect;

+ reach an overall conclusion on the extent to W}
the use of facts.

h Dong Jic has been selective in

(Enquiry Skills, 8 marks)




