[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]



The Death of King Alexander
[image: image3.wmf]It was Monday 18 March 1286 and it was a dark and stormy night. Alexander held a meeting with his nobles in Edinburgh Castle as the rain lashed against the building and thunder rolled outside. The nobles warned Alexander not to travel home to Kinghorn in Fife. 
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The storm was building outside and Alexander had been drinking wine during the meeting. Alexander would not listen – he was desparate to see his new, young wife Yolande who was at their home in Kinghorn in Fife. It was Yolande’s birthday the next day too.
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On Tuesday morning, King Alexander and his horse were found dead on the beach at Kinghorn. Alexander’s neck was found to be broken. Scotland had lost one of the best kings she ever had. How would Scotland survive without a strong leader?
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