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The Battle of Bannockburn
Robert Bruce had now regained most Scottish Castles. Edward II could not sit back any longer. He sent an army to Scotland and they met the Scots near the Bannock Burn in Stirling on 23rd June 1314.
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The English had 20,000 men - knights, archers and spearmen. The Scots had some light cavalry and four schiltrons of spearmen.

The Scots knew the ground well and worked well together. They set traps (pits with sharp metal spikes) to make it hard for the English horses. These forced the English to go over ground which was too soft. The Scots pushed the English back using the schiltrons. The English were forced into the water!


Near the end of the Battle, an English knight called Henry de Bohun charged at Robert the Bruce with his lance. Bruce was a great fighter, and it is said that as de Bohun approached, Bruce split his skull in two using his battle-axe.
Bannockburn became Robert the Bruce’s finest hour and he was a hero. It was a humiliating defeat for England. The Scots also seized English weapons and supplies. 
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