Death of William Wallace – Listening Exercise

After the Battle of Falkirk, where the English defeated the Scots, William Wallace was taken to London by the English. He was charged with treason and murder. Treason means that he plotted to overthrow the rule of the English King – Edward I. He said he had not betrayed anyone as he never accepted Edward as his Overlord. The English decided to make an example of Wallace. 

They hanged him on 23 August 1305 and removed his head and his insides. His entrails were removed and burned. They also removed his arms and legs. The English thought that if they treated Wallace extremely badly, nobody else would try and start rebellions. They put his head up on London Bridge. His arms and legs were held up for people to see in Newcastle, Berwick, Perth and Aberdeen. 

William’s death did not scare the Scots. He made people feel proud of his bravery and that they should stand up for what they believe in. He is still remembered today and there are many monuments to him.
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