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S2 INTO S3 COURSE CHOICE 

BOOKLET 2024 - 2025
A GUIDE FOR PUPILS AND PARENTS & CARERS

INTRODUCTION

As you approach the end of second year you will start to think about which subjects you will follow in S3.  This can be a daunting process and this booklet is intended to help you make the best choices.  There is lots of information in this booklet but please don’t hesitate to ask if there is anything you don’t understand.  Listed on the next page are just some of the people, organisations and resources that can help you make your mind up.

From primary 1 until the end of third year is termed the Broad General Education (BGE).  Now you must choose those subjects which you like best, or those subjects which you are good at, or those subjects which will help you get the job or career you want.  The choices you make over the next few months will be your course choice for S3 and will contribute to your course choice in fourth year. S4 – S6 are known as the Senior Phase and as you think ahead to this crucial stage, it is important that both you and your parents/carers carefully consider your decisions.  

In S3 you will follow nine subjects then in S4 you will be presented for seven subjects in the SQA exams.  Your class teachers will be able to give you help and advice in your choice, as will your Pupil Support Teacher (PTPS).   Should you or your parents/carers need further help or information then your PTPS can be contacted anytime in school.  
As part of your personal and social education programme in second year, you will have been discussing subject choice and career plans with your PSE Teacher.  You may already have a clear idea of what you want to do when you leave school, and this will help you choose your subjects for third year.  However, you may not yet have decided!  Whichever group you are in there is no need for anxiety, as the third year course offers breadth and balance, so as to keep most possibilities open for a later decision.  Good advice for pupils, who have not made up their minds, is to discover what you are good at and what you are interested in.  

Mr. F. Hardie

Depute Head Teacher (S3/4)
08/01/2024
SCHOOL CONTACTS

For individual subject help and information, pupils can contact class teachers and subject principal teachers.  For general information, difficulties and problems, pupils and parents/carers can contact the school to speak a member of pupil support or the senior leadership team (SLT).

Mr.  F.  Hardie







Depute Head Teacher for S3 and S4
Miss B. MacBain
Depute Head Teacher for S1 and S2
Mr. M. McCormack






Principal Teacher of Pupil Support (Boyd)

Mr. I. Reid


Principal Teacher of Pupil Support (Cunningham)

Mrs.  S.  Beattie


Principal Teacher of Pupil Support (Montgomery)

Mr. R. Morgan





Principal Teachers of Pupil Support (Stewart)

Telephone:




01560 482342

Email 





eastewartonac@eastayrshire.org.uk 
Web
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/ea/stewartonacademysite2016/
Twitter/X





@StewartonAcad

Skills Development Scotland (SDS)

https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk
SUBJECT DESCRIPTIONS
ENGLISH
COURSE CONTENT
Pupils will cover the following broad areas:

Reading: 
Active Reading, Reading for UAE, Critical Essays/Reviews
Writing: 

Personal, Imaginative and Discursive Writing.  Pupils will also engage with Active Writing strategies to improve their Writing level. 
Talking: 
Group Discussion and Solo Talks
Listening:
Group Discussion and Class Discussion

HOW YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

Dependent upon your child’s ability level, they will begin to be prepared to follow a National 4 or National 5 course in S4.  The S3 course will appropriately develop their skills for their pathway into S4. 
ASSESSMENT & HOMEWORK

Personal reading will continue to be the primary Homework for English in S3.  Pupils should aim to engage with personal reading for at least 20 minutes per day.  If pupils do not read for a minimum of 20 minutes per day, research suggests that their reading age could regress. This would have a hugely detrimental effect on all areas of the curriculum. 
Pupils will be assessed on Reading, Writing, Talking and Listening throughout the year. On the most part, pupils will have the opportunity to complete assessments in class, but pupils may, on occasion, be asked to complete a piece of work at home.
SKILL DEVELOPMENT & CONNECTIONS IN LEARNING
Pupils will develop their Reading, Writing and Talking and Listening skills.  Inter-disciplinary projects will run between English, Drama, Art and Music, where there will be opportunities to enrich pupil learning.  All aspects of Literacy are fully covered in the English classroom.

Matters relating to Health and Wellbeing will be addressed in texts taught and pupils are taught to respect the opinions of others during group discussion. 
PROGRESSION

Generally speaking, if a pupil is working within 4th level by the end of S3, they will be presented for National 5 in S4. They would then sit Higher in S5 and would have the opportunity to sit Advanced Higher in S6.

If a pupil has not managed to complete 3rd level by the end of S3, we would present them for National 4 in S4. They would then have the opportunity to attempt National 5 in S5 and Higher in S6.
MY WORLD OF WORK

An English qualification will be the expectation of almost all employers, colleges and universities, regardless of the field.

English qualifications will relate specifically to the following career paths:

· Journalism

· Teaching

· Publishing

· Media Broadcasting

· Creative Writing

· Drama 

MATHS

COURSE CONTENT
In S3 all pupils will follow a maths course as part of a broad general education, covering level 3 and level 4 Numeracy and Mathematics outcomes and experiences. During S3 pupils will also overtake some of the National 4 and National 5 Mathematics and Applications of Mathematics outcomes in preparation for the Senior Phase.
HOW YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

Learning mathematics develops logical thinking, problem solving skills, and the ability to think in general terms. The courses are split into five significant aspects of learning:

· Number systems, patterns and relationships 
· Measurement and it’s application 
· Shape and space 
· Research and evaluating data to assess risks and make informed choices

· Applying numeracy and mathematical skills
Your child will learn in a variety of ways. They will also have opportunities to work independently, supported by their teacher. They will also work collaboratively and have opportunities to explore problems and develop mathematical thinking. 

Where appropriate, pupils will also have the opportunity to work on group tasks and with open ended problems. In Maths we make use of context wherever possible to give opportunities to apply their skills to real-life problems. 
ASSESSMENT & HOMEWORK

To support them in home learning pupils will receive regular homework. This is an important part of their progression in Maths, as repeated practice over an extended period is definitely the key to success. 

Pupils will be assessed after each unit of work. Revision materials will always be issued to support pupils in their preparation for this. Help is always available in class and during intervals or lunchtimes. 
SKILL DEVELOPMENT & CONNECTIONS IN LEARNING
Mathematics is important in everyday life, allowing us to make sense of the world around us and to manage our lives. Using mathematics equips us with the skills we need to interpret and use information, to model real-life situations, to simplify and solve problems, to assess risk and to make informed decisions. 
Our courses are designed to develop the learner’s skills in using mathematical language, to explore mathematical ideas, and to develop skills relevant to learning, life and work in an engaging and enjoyable way. 
PROGRESSION

Pupils in S3 progress to National 4 Maths, National 4/5 Applications or National 5 Maths.  From National 5 there is progression is to Higher and Advanced Higher.

MY WORLD OF WORK
The requirement for Maths in the world of work is obviously high and is required in the following careers:- accounting, engineering, book keeping, economics, banking, plumbing, electrician, stockbroking, architecture, teaching, insurance, science, retail, statistics, meteorology, joinery and many more. Beyond this, developing in Maths, also develops wider skills, such as problem solving, resilience and analytical skills. These are all important in helping you prepare for your life beyond school. 
MODERN LANGUAGES

COURSE CONTENT
In S1 we base our teaching on creatively-produced Powerpoint activities.  We consolidate this learning with work from the interactive Promethean-board-based Pearson Active Learning suite of online textbooks and associated activities.  Through listening, speaking, reading and writing, pupils cover the use of French and some Spanish in personal and social situations, in everyday life and the world of work.   Studying French and Spanish allows pupils to appreciate the society and culture of another country, while developing qualities necessary to live and work in a European/global environment.  We encourage awareness of our privileged position, living in a peaceful, developed country and this develops in turn empathy in our students.

Topics include:

· Personal relationships
Household chores and pocket money

· Healthy living

My Home Area

· Leisure Activities

Global Citizenship
HOW YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

Active learning is consistently encouraged in the Modern Languages classroom. Pupils regularly interact and most classes involve Listening, Reading, Speaking and riting.  We engage and motivate our learners by employing traditional practice activities; group- and pairwork activities; peer and self assessment of work; widespread use of ICT resources(individual and whole-class);  DYW challenges; competitions and games.  
ASSESSMENT & HOMEWORK

Homework is issued on a period by period basis.   We expect careful learning and revision of vocabulary, grammar and materials prepared in class.   Pupils can use a range of websites and web-based activities to practise Reading, Writing and Listening at home.  Revision for assessments is posted on each French class’s Teams page.
SKILL DEVELOPMENT & CONNECTIONS IN LEARNING
Learning a language develops countless transferable skills! We need initiative when improvising in another language; pupils develop excellent listening skills(useful in all social settings) when paying attention to the language being spoken; communication skills are extensively developed and our learners become more open-minded about other cultures around the globe, while appreciating our own culture and our life here in Scotland.  By studying all French-speaking countries, we appreciate our privileged position in a developed country and this builds empathy.  These are just a few of the skills and qualities developed in the languages class.  
Learners develop their Writing, Speaking, Reading and Listening Skills in French and/or Spanish as well as developing other important transferable employability skills(see below).

Groupwork activities ensure that collaborative skills are honed.  Researching and presenting skills are developed through project work and completing talking performances.  Overcoming nerves for this part of the course effectively develops resilience.  Organisational skills are improved by learning effectively for talking and writing assessments.   As pupils move from learning vocabulary and grammar to producing their own ideas and languages, we are proud to report that higher order thinking skills are addressed and extensively developed.   Language students also consolidate numeracy skills, when using numbers, dates, times and currency in the foreign language. 
We also encourage pupils to use their literacy skills every day when interpreting, explaining, comparing, describing… When completing tasks in Reading, Speaking, Listening and Writing, we encourage good sentence construction, accurate spelling, careful use of a dictionary and accurate punctuation in French and English.  Pupils build on these skills when they produce extended pieces of writing/ speaking in the target language and become increasingly adept at listening and reading for information and for enjoyment. 
Our topics of digital habits; sport and healthy eating in French/Spanish address many of the main health and wellbeing concerns of young people in today’s society.

PROGRESSION

In S1 and S2, our pupils work at level 3 or level 4 in French.  We work at level 1 in Spanish.  

In March of S2, we recommend to each pupil to follow either Level 3 or Level 4 in French in S3.  At this stage, more complex structures and language are introduced, where appropriate.  Evidence from assessment along with teacher judgement governs our recommendation.  Pupils with a particular interest in, and aptitude for, languages are heartily encouraged to study Spanish as well as French.

At the end of S3, pupils will have completed experiences and outcomes at level 3 or level 4.  For Spanish, pupils will have completed level 2,3 or 4, according to their ability and progress.   
MY WORLD OF WORK

We encourage pupils to reflect on how useful languages are in all manner of chosen career paths.  We consistently draw pupils’ attention to the transferable skills that they are developing and how these skills will help them in their other subjects.  We have devised DYW activities to encourage pupils to see languages being useful in a workplace environment.  We are confident that pupils will see the important role that learning a language has in their overall development.

DID YOU KNOW?  - In 2022, the languages industry grew by 12%(DA Languages presentation information- 10th October 2023).  The world will always need linguists!
GEOGRAPHY

COURSE CONTENT

The S3 Geography course develops the learners’ understanding of the changing world they live in. The course is designed to stimulate student curiosity and develop a concern for the environment. Pupils will explore the relationship between the Earth and its peoples. They will consider the relationships and interdependence of people, places and environments across the world. In S3 pupils will be given the opportunity to study a wide range of geographical issues. 

Pupils will explore:
· Wild Weather

· Health Matters

· Using The Rural Environment

· Climate Change

· The Power of Ice

HOW YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

Pupils are encouraged to work in groups and individually, to express opinions and to draw conclusions about today’s world. Pupils will actively engage in project work and will frequently be required to use ICT to learn about current case studies. Pupils are given the opportunity to debate current environmental issues as they develop their knowledge of the natural world.  Opportunities for practical activities, including fieldwork, will be encouraged, so that learners can interact with their environment.

ASSESSMENT & HOMEWORK

Each unit covered within Geography will be assessed by a formal end of unit assessment. There are also opportunities within Geography for peer and self-assessment throughout the course.  Homework will support the learning of each child and it will develop geographical skills and knowledge. Homework activities are varied and include research tasks, presentations and revision tasks.

SKILL DEVELOPMENT & CONNECTIONS IN LEARNING

There are many transferrable skills gained through studying Geography. Pupils develop confidence in the use of ICT and they develop their ability to work as part of a team. Throughout the course of S3 pupils develop skills of analysis and interpretation through accessing a wide range of sources of information such as maps, graphs, tables, diagrams etc.

The key skills of literacy and numeracy are embedded throughout all Geography courses. Pupils will have the opportunities to develop their specialist vocabularies, present information and write extended responses. In handling graphs, maps and data they will enhance their numeracy skills. Many opportunities are given for pupils to work together developing their interpersonal skills in a classroom setting.

PROGRESSION

At the end of S3 pupils will progress to study Geography at National Three, National Four or National Five.

MY WORLD OF WORK

Studying Geography has a direct relevance to careers such as environmental management, government, education, cartography, landscape management, geo-sciences, emergency management and the leisure and tourism industries. Many Geography graduates find themselves in jobs that include banking, law, advertising, the media, business management and the armed forces. These careers require a whole range of general skills that Geography helps develop such as the collection and analysis of data, problem solving and a general knowledge of the world. It is clear that the skills and knowledge gained from studying geography are relevant to almost all jobs and workplaces. 


 The Royal Geographical Society has produced a free booklet on careers in Geography which can be found at:

http://www.rgs.org/OurWork/Schools/Careers+and+Further+Study/Careers+with+geography/Careers+with+geography.htm

HISTORY

COURSE CONTENT

The S3 History course provides pupils with an insight into factors which contributed to a major social, economic or political change in the past. Within the course pupils will compare a range of primary and secondary sources of evidence, to present valid conclusions about a historical period. The study of the past allows learners to consider change over time in a number of different settings. 

The courses studied in S3 are:

The Atlantic Slave Trade

Within this course pupils will study - The Origins of the Slave Trade, Africa and the Atlantic Slave Trade, The Caribbean and the Atlantic Slave Trade and Britain and the Atlantic Slave Trade.
The Era of The Great War

Within this course pupils will study - Scots on the Western Front, the Domestic Impact of War, Society and Culture, the Impact on Industry and the Economy in the War and Politics of WW1.

HOW YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

Pupils will learn through methodology such as; group and peer work; competitions; discussion and debates; pupil and peer evaluation as well as research tasks. A variety of media will be used to enhance the learning experience through use of; Power Points; ICT, project work; documentaries; films and audio recordings.  Visiting The Great War Battlefields in Belgium and France will also help enhance the curriculum and bring the subject to life as well as teaching pupils’ valuable life skills. Pupils will use a variety of sources of information learning to interpret information, detect bias and come to conclusion.  A focus on knowledge and understanding allows them to construct balanced arguments.  

ASSESSMENT & HOMEWORK

Formal assessments at the end of each unit will be sat by pupils to ascertain their performance and there will be opportunities for peer and self-assessment throughout the course. 

Homework in History is issued to help pupils develop and practice their skills and understanding of the topics they are studying. It will be issued throughout the year and will typically be in the form of exam style questions. 
SKILL DEVELOPMENT & CONNECTIONS IN LEARNING

Pupils will develop their ability to evaluate source material; be able to question and think critically and empathetically about key historical events; construct detailed and persuasive arguments and become increasingly aware of cultures and events from people and the past to shape the world today.
PROGRESSION

At the end of S3 pupils will progress to study History at National Three, National Four or National Five.

MY WORLD OF WORK

Journalism, Broadcasting, Solicitor, Teacher, Researcher,  Media,  International Aid Worker, Lecturer,  Librarian,  Museum, Archaeology, Civil Service,  Politics, Historic Scotland, English Heritage, Anthropologist, Sociologist, Marketing, Advertising, Administration.

MODERN STUDIES

COURSE CONTENT

Modern Studies is a subject where we examine the big issues in an ever-changing world. The S3 course is designed to inform pupils about current affairs and give them the ability to understand the world around them – at both a local, national and international level. The course is designed to interest pupils and challenge them to think differently about the society they live in and are shaped around key themes of rights, participation, representation and power. 

Units covered in S3 are:

·  World Powers: China (Political Issues, Influence and Social and Economic Inequalities)
· International Issues: Terrorism (Causes of Terrorism, Impact of Terrorism, and International Responses to Terrorism including the effectiveness of these)
In each unit pupils will gain an insight into issues of the 21st Century.  
HOW YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

Pupils will learn through a variety of activities such as research-based tasks, group/peer work, discussion and debate. A focus on knowledge and understanding will support pupils to construct balanced arguments.  Learning will also have links to the local community where pupils will have the opportunity to question and write to elected representatives. 

Pupils will use a variety of sources of information learning to interpret information, detect bias and come to conclusion.  They will develop their skills in working independently and with others work to express and share their opinions on a range of issues. Project work and the use of ICT will also be encouraged.
ASSESSMENT & HOMEWORK

In addition to formal teacher led assessments at the end of each unit there will be opportunities for peer and self-assessment throughout the course. 

Homework in Modern Studies is issued to help pupils enhance their skills and understanding of the topics they are studying. It will be issued throughout the year and will take different forms e.g. reports, presentations exam style questions.
SKILL DEVELOPMENT & CONNECTIONS IN LEARNING

Pupils are encouraged to think independently and voice their opinions to develop their confidence and skills. They will also develop their ability to evaluate source material and it will teach them to question and think critically, to construct detailed, persuasive arguments and is truly ‘modern’ in that pupils will learn about events happening right now.

The key skills of literacy and numeracy are embedded throughout Modern Studies courses. Challenging tasks are set to ensure pupils are able to apply and extend their literacy and numeracy skills through the use of written and statistical data, research skills etc. Many opportunities are given for pupils to work together developing their interpersonal skills in a classroom setting.

PROGRESSION

At the end of S3 pupils will progress to study Modern Studies at National Three, National Four or National Five.

MY WORLD OF WORK

Modern Studies can open up pathways for careers in the Law, Police, Public Sector professions, Journalism and many, many others. It is a subject which teaches pupils transferable skills and the ability to engage with the issues that affect them.
SCIENCES

(BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, PHYSICS & SCIENCE)

COURSE CONTENT

Young people take part in a range of scientific investigations and inquiries which develop their understanding of the underlying scientific concepts appropriate for third and fourth levels. They will take a more quantitative and formalised approach to investigations and inquiries. As learners plan and design their investigations, they identify a number of key questions, formulating hypotheses and predictions based on observation or their knowledge. They control and vary an increased number of more complex variables. 
Learners become more evaluative and increasingly take the initiative in decision making about samples, measurements, equipment and procedures to use. They demonstrate increased precision in their use of terminology, units and scales. They apply safety measures and take the necessary action to control risk and hazards. They collect and analyse increasingly complex data and information including using data loggers and software analysis tools. 

Young people establish links between their findings and the original question, hypothesis or prediction. They establish relationships between variables and use a relationship, equation or formulae to find a qualitative or quantitative solution. They evaluate a range of aspects of their investigation or inquiry including the relevance and reliability of the evidence. 

Young people provide explanations of their findings based on evidence in terms of cause and effect and by applying their understanding of the underlying scientific concepts. They begin to consider alternative explanations and apply or extend conclusions to new situations or identify further studies. They communicate effectively in a range of ways including orally and through scientific report writing.
HOW YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

Effective learning and teaching approaches extend experiential learning from the early years into primary school and beyond. As children and young people progress in their learning of the sciences, teachers can take advantage of opportunities for study in the local, natural and built environments, as an opportunity to deepen their knowledge and understanding of the big ideas of the sciences. Teaching and learning approaches should promote thinking as well as provide opportunities to consolidate and apply learning. 
In the sciences, effective learning and teaching depends upon the skilful use of varied approaches, including: 
• active learning and planned, purposeful play 

• development of problem solving skills and analytical thinking skills 

• development of scientific practical investigation and inquiry 
• use of relevant contexts, familiar to young people’s experiences 

• appropriate and effective use of technology, real materials and living things 

• building on the principles of Assessment is for Learning 

• collaborative learning and independent thinking 

• emphasis on children explaining their understanding of concepts, informed discussion and communication. 

Through involvement in a wide range of open-ended experiences, challenges and investigations, including those related to the applications of science in areas such as engineering, medicine and forensics, children and young people develop skills of critical thinking and appreciate the key role of the scientific process both in generating new knowledge and in applying this to addressing the needs of society.
ASSESSMENT & HOMEWORK
Assessment in the sciences will focus on children and young people’s knowledge and understanding of key scientific concepts in the living, material and physical world, inquiry and investigative skills, scientific analytical and thinking skills, scientific literacy and general attributes. Teachers can gather evidence of progress as part of day-to-day learning, and specific assessment tasks will also be important in assessing progress at key points of learning. 
From the early years through to the senior stages, children and young people will demonstrate progress through their skills in planning and carrying out practical investigations, inquiries and challenges, working individually and collaboratively, and describing and explaining their understanding of scientific ideas and concepts. They will also demonstrate evidence of progress through their abilities and skills in reasoning, presenting and evaluating their findings through debate and discussion, expressing informed opinions and making decisions on social, moral, ethical, economic and environmental issues. 

Approaches to assessment should identify the extent to which children and young people can apply these skills in their learning and their daily lives and in preparing for the world of work. For example: 

• How well do they contribute to investigations and experiments? 

• Are they developing the capacity to engage with and complete tasks and assignments? 

• To what extent do they recognise the impact the sciences make on their lives, on the lives of others, on the environment and on society? 

Progression in knowledge and understanding can be demonstrated, for example, through children and young people: 

• providing more detailed descriptions and explanations of increasingly complex scientific contexts and concepts
• using a wider range of scientific language, formulae and equations 
• presenting, analysing and interpreting more complex evidence to draw conclusions and make sense of scientific ideas. 

They will demonstrate their progress through investigations, inquiries and challenges, and through how well they apply scientific skills in increasingly complex learning situations. For example, investigations and inquiries will become more evaluative, deal with an increasing range and complexity of variables, and involve collecting and analysing increasingly complex information.
SKILL DEVELOPMENT & CONNECTIONS IN LEARNING
The experiences and outcomes in science provide opportunities for children and young people to develop and practise a range of inquiry and investigative skills, scientific analytical thinking skills, and develop attitudes and attributes of a scientifically literate citizen; they also support the development of a range of skills for life and skills for work, including literacy, numeracy and skills in information and communications technology (ICT). 
These skills are embedded in the contexts detailed in the experiences and outcomes. The progressive development of these skills throughout the levels is supported through the increasing complexity of the scientific contexts and concepts being developed and through revisiting and reinforcing the skills. The experiences and outcomes support the development of the attributes and capabilities of the four capacities of Curriculum for Excellence by encouraging teachers to consider the purposes of learning and to plan for active learning.
Inquiry and investigative skills 
Through experimenting and carrying out practical scientific investigations and other research to solve problems and challenges, children and young people: 

• ask questions or hypothesise 

• plan and design procedures and experiments 

• select appropriate samples, equipment and other resources 

• carry out experiments 

• use practical analytical techniques 

• observe, collect, measure and record evidence, taking account of safety and controlling risk and hazards
• present, analyse and interpret data to draw conclusions 

• review and evaluate results to identify limitations and improvements 

• present and report on findings. 

The main approaches to science inquiry are: 

• observing and exploring – careful observation of how something behaves, looking for changes over time and exploring ‘what happens if...?’ and ‘how could I...?’ questions 

• classifying – through identifying key characteristics 

• fair testing – through identifying all possible variables and then changing only one while controlling all others 

• finding an association – linking two variables to determine relationships. 

Scientific analytical thinking skills 
Children and young people develop a range of analytical thinking skills in order to make sense of scientific evidence and concepts. This involves them: 

• being open to new ideas and linking and applying learning 

• thinking creatively and critically 

• developing skills of reasoning to provide explanations and evaluations supported by evidence or justifications 

• making predictions, generalisations and deductions 

• drawing conclusions based on reliable scientific evidence. 

How can I make connections within and beyond the sciences? 

The sciences experiences and outcomes encourage links between the sciences and with other curriculum areas in order to foster deeper, more enjoyable and active learning. Experiences and outcomes relating to Earth science are located in both the social studies and the sciences frameworks and therefore offer an excellent vehicle for interdisciplinary working. Links exist between, and across, the sciences and other areas of the curriculum: for example, engineering offers possible links among the sciences, mathematics and the technologies. Such practice provides children and young people with opportunities to recognise the connectivity which exists across curriculum areas as a means of understanding the world around them. 

All science teachers will look for opportunities both to develop and reinforce science knowledge and skills within their teaching activities and to work with their colleagues in other areas to plan interdisciplinary studies and a coherent approach to the development of literacy and numeracy skills, aspects of health and wellbeing and ICT. 

Through self-evaluation, schools and departments will plan for an appropriate balance of learning and teaching approaches, progression in skills, and effective use of interdisciplinary work to deepen and extend learning.

How does the science curriculum support development of the skills and attributes of scientifically literate citizens? 
Children and young people develop as scientifically literate citizens with a lifelong interest in science by: 

• developing scientific values and respect for living things and the environment 

• assessing risk and benefit of science applications 

• making informed personal decisions and choices 

• expressing opinions and showing respect for others’ views 

• developing informed social, moral and ethical views of scientific, economic and environmental issues 

• developing self-awareness through reflecting on the impact, significance and cultural importance of science and its applications to society 
• demonstrating honesty in collecting and presenting scientific information/data and showing respect for evidence 

• being able to read and understand essential points from sources of information including media reports 

• discussing and debating scientific ideas and issues 

• reflecting critically on information included or omitted from sources/reports including consideration of limitations of data. 

The experiences and outcomes clearly indicate opportunities for developing these skills and attributes.
PROGRESSION

Children and young people participating in the experiences and outcomes in the sciences will: 
• develop a curiosity and understanding of their environment and their place in the living, material and physical world 

• demonstrate a secure knowledge and understanding of the big ideas and concepts of the sciences 

• develop skills for learning, life and work 

• develop skills of scientific inquiry and investigation using practical techniques 

• develop skills in the accurate use of scientific language, formulae and equations 

• recognise the role of creativity and inventiveness in the development of the sciences
• apply safety measures and take necessary actions to control risk and hazards 

• recognise the impact the sciences make on their lives, the lives of others, the environment and on society 

• develop an understanding of the Earth’s resources and the need for responsible use of them 

• express opinions and make decisions on social, moral, ethical, economic and environmental issues based upon sound understanding 

• develop as scientifically literate citizens with a lifelong interest in the sciences 

• establish the foundation for more advanced learning and, for some, future careers in the sciences and the technologies 

MY WORLD OF WORK

Links to career pathways in the Sciences can be found at https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/
ADMINISTRATION

COURSE CONTENT

Administrative Practices 
The purpose of this Unit is to give learners a basic introduction to administration within organisations. Learners will begin to appreciate the nature of the sector, key legislation affecting employees, key features of good customer care and the skills, qualities and attributes required of junior administrators. 
IT Solutions for Administrators 
The purpose of this Unit is to develop learners’ basic skills in IT and organising and processing simple information in familiar administration-related contexts. 

Communication in Administration  

The purpose of this Unit is to enable learners to use IT for gathering and sharing simple information with others in familiar administration-related contexts. 

Added Value Unit: Administration in Action 

The purpose of this Unit is to draw on the knowledge, understanding and skills developed in the other three Units. Learners will undertake a practical administration - and IT-based assignment, which will involve a range of straightforward tasks related to organising and supporting small-scale events (including meetings). 

HOW YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

The majority of learning will be through practical work using the industry standard MS Office suite of applications. There will also be some theory work.

Your child will also learn effectively by following the rules of the class, engaging in lessons and tasks, completing homework and using extensive revision materials that will be issued prior to assessments.

ASSESSMENT & HOMEWORK

Practical and theory assessments are regularly undertaken to assess progress,

PROGRESSION

Pupils in S3 progress to National Four or National Five Administration in S4.

From National Five then progression to Higher Business Management.

COMPUTING SCIENCE

COURSE CONTENT

The aims of the S3 Computing course include:
· To teach problem solving skills including analysing, planning, implementing and evaluating. 

· To educate students in various aspects of ICT relevant to the modern world

The following topics are covered: -

· Multi-media where skills such as photo editing will be developed

· Computer Systems where the pupils further their understanding of the hardware and software they are currently using 

·  
Software development where pupils will develop programming skills using 2 programming languages including Scratch and C#. These are excellent languages for developing transferable skills such as analysing, planning, implementing and evaluating.

·  
Web development using authoring packages and HTML/CSS

·  Database development 

HOW YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

Your child will learn through a variety of strategies including practical work to support the theory required for written exams. They will also conduct investigations into contemporary technology issues.

Your child will also learn effectively by following the rules of the class, engaging in lessons and tasks, completing homework and using extensive revision materials that will be issued prior to assessments.

ASSESSMENT & HOMEWORK

Assessment will be in the form of written class tests. The quality of practical work is monitored and compared to standards required to progress to National 5.

SKILL DEVELOPMENT & CONNECTIONS IN LEARNING

Valuable practical skills using a variety of industry standard software packages. 

Transferrable skills such as analysing a problem, planning and implementing a solution then refining based on test are developed.
Investigative tasks require pupils to show initiative and also require them to discern what information is and isn’t relevant.  There are group tasks to develop the soft skills of listening to and appreciating the contributions of others.
Literacy: Computing has its own extensive vocabulary and pupils continually develop their knowledge of this. Tasks that require a practical solution can be detailed in specification and technical in language and pupils are required to interpret what is required and then plan and develop a solution.

Numeracy: A computer system can be described by various measures such as a processor speed of 3.4 GHz and RAM of 4GB so basic numeracy is required when comparing and evaluating computer systems. Software development tasks often require numerical outputs and pupils must be able to perform numerical calculations to develop test data that will determine if a solution is correct.

HWB: Respect and awareness of others developed through group tasks. Personal safety developed through online safety content. Appreciation of working conditions in developing nations where raw materials for devices are sourced.

PROGRESSION

From S3 pupils can progress to National Four or National Five Computing Science in S4. Success at National Five can be followed by Higher then Advanced Higher.

MY WORLD OF WORK

Computing Science can lead to a vast range of well-paid careers including:- cyber security systems analysis and design, teaching, web development, IT consultant, games designer, software developer, computer hardware engineer, network management, bioinformatics, business analysis, 3D modelling and animation and many more.
PC Passport (National Progression level 5)
COURSE CONTENT
Regardless of your chosen career, it is very likely that you will need to be competent in MS Office applications such Excel spreadsheets, Word and PowerPoint presentation software. In fact, many jobs require applicants to possess these skills and insist on them in the person specification - the document that lists the minimum skills needed should you wish to be considered for employment. 

Alternatively, you may decide to attend college or university following your time at Stewarton Academy and if so, you will be expected to analyse data using spreadsheets, deliver presentations using PowerPoint and produce reports using Word. 

The National Progression Award (NPA) in PC Passport 5 aims to develop these skills thus preparing learners for employment or further studies.

You will also learn how these skills relate to real life situations and will have the opportunity apply these to a Business context. You will analyse and communicate business information as well as developing an understanding of finances and interpreting market data.

HOW YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

The majority of learning will be through practical work using the industry standard MS Office suite of applications. 

ASSESSMENT & HOMEWORK
Pupils will be assessed internally and verified by the SQA in: 
• Word Processing 
• Spreadsheets 
• Presentations
Successful completion of these units will lead to a Level 5 Qualification by the end of S3. 
PROGRESSION

At the end of S3 pupils will have developed a number of skills that would benefit them in a wide range of subjects. 

This qualification would allow your child to progress into Administration & IT or Business Management. 

MY WORLD OF WORK

Almost any modern career benefits from Computing and I.T. skills as well understanding key pieces of administrative software, as a result qualifications in the Computing Sciences are highly sought after by employers. 

This qualification is ideal as preparation for employment or progression to further studies since you will gain knowledge and skills that are vital for employment or progression to more advanced qualifications. 
DESIGN & MANUFACTURE
COURSE CONTENT

The Design and Manufacture course aims to give pupils the necessary knowledge and practical experience required to be successful when continuing the subject in S4. There are two main areas of study: Design and Materials & Manufacturing. The course consists of the following units of work:

- Design and Make brief

- Product Evaluation

- Modelling and Rapid Prototyping unit

- Practical skills development

- Design and make mock assessment

- End of year written assessment

The work carried out in each of these units will contain a mixture of theory and practical experiences in both the classroom and the workshop.

HOW YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

A variety of teaching and learning approaches are used to deliver this very diverse and full course. ICT is used widely to promote autonomy amongst our pupils when carrying out design and researched based tasks.

The Product Evaluation unit requires pupils to work effectively as a member of their group, however, peer support and peer assessment are widely used and encouraged throughout each unit of work.

This subject requires a great deal of skill building large parts of this course are delivered through teacher demonstrations, group activities and flipped learning tutorials.

Learners will be continually assessed as they progress through each unit of work and formally at the end of each unit.

ASSESSMENT & HOMEWORK

Pupils will be expected to take classwork home to develop and complete in order to deepen their understanding of the topic. This is an important aspect of our course as skill development is a crucial factor in being successful in this subject. The more exposure and practise a pupil gains, the greater the chances of developing these skills. All of the work completed in class contributes to the overall end of unit grade in each topic, with the exception of the end of year written test, which is the only formal written assessment in this course.

All of the work completed in class contributes to the overall end of unit grade in each topic and homework activities will be shared via Microsoft Teams.
SKILL DEVELOPMENT & CONNECTIONS IN LEARNING

The development of drawing and practical skills can be easily transferred to other curricular areas such as Graphic Communication, Practical Woodworking and Art and Design. Several units of our course focus on the design process which share similar features to processes carried out in Fashion and Textiles, Art and Design and Health and Food Technology.

Problem solving skill and research skills also feature heavily throughout each of the units of work. Investigative tasks require pupils to show initiative and also require them to discern what information is and isn’t relevant. There are group tasks to develop the soft skills of listening to and appreciating the contributions of others.

Literacy skills are applied across design folio through the inclusion of annotations in design folios, written reports and the ability to communicate verbally in the product evaluation unit.

Numeracy becomes important when deigning and refining ideas to scale and to manufacture products to the correct size so that they are fit for purpose. Pupils will also be expected to measure accurately and adjust sizes as part of the problem solving process.

Health and Wellbeing is covered through the need for safe and responsible use of the machines and tools and workshop. In a wider sense this is also covered by

looking at and analysing if existing designs take into the account the needs of all people in society.
PROGRESSION

National Four/Five Design and Manufacture
MY WORLD OF WORK

Engineering (all aspects)

Product Design

Product Development

Joinery and Carpentry

Plumber and other craft trades.

GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION
COURSE CONTENT

The Graphic Communication course aims to give pupils the necessary knowledge and practical experience required to be successful when continuing the subject in S4. There are two main areas of study: 2D graphic communication and 3D and pictorial graphic communication.

These areas of study are split into numerous integrated projects or units of work that develop manual drawing skills (2D and 3D), manual and computer based rendering in addition to computer based work such as 3D modelling using CAD packages and desktop publishing themed graphic design using specialist software.

The work carried out in each of these units will contain a mixture of theory and practical experiences, but the majority of time spent in class will be on skill development sketching or by using computer software to create 2/3D designs.

HOW YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

A variety of teaching and learning approaches are used to deliver this course. ICT is used widely to promote autonomy amongst our pupils when carrying out design and researched based tasks. Our department makes use of Autodesk Fusion and Serif licensed software to support this.

Pupils are encouraged to self-evaluate their work throughout each project and peer support and assessment is welcomed and expected to support the vast range of personalised designs which take place with this type of work.

This subject is built around a series of short projects that promote the development of core skills with much of the content being digital based. This includes the use of CADCAM (Computer Aided Design – Computer Aided Manufacture) resources such as the laser cutters and 3D printers that are within the department.

ASSESSMENT & HOMEWORK

Pupils will be expected to take classwork home to develop and complete in order to deepen their understanding of the topic. This is an important aspect of our course as skill development is a crucial factor in being successful in this subject. The more exposure and practise a pupil gains, the greater the chances of developing these skills. All of the work completed in class contributes to the overall end of unit grade in each topic and homework activities will be shared via Microsoft Teams.

SKILL DEVELOPMENT & CONNECTIONS IN LEARNING

The development of drawing and practical skills can be easily transferred to other curricular areas such as Graphic Communication, Practical Woodworking and Art and Design. Several units of our course focus on the design process which share similar features to processes carried out in Fashion and Textiles, Art and Design and Health and Food Technology.
Problem solving skill and research skills also feature heavily throughout each of the units of work. Pupils are also expected to use thinking skills to analyse and evaluate the work they are creating. The use of ICT is extensive and carried out in a very specific fashion.

Literacy is covered through the need to effectively annotate and explain decision making in the design folio, as well as answering questions for written exams. Numeracy is apparent through the need to understand scale, proportion, measurements and dimensioning.

Health and Wellbeing is evident through the exploration of how good and bad graphic design can trigger human emotions and reactions subconsciously. This is carried out through the study of colour theory and symbology that is widely used in everyday graphic design.
PROGRESSION

National Four/Five Graphic Communication
MY WORLD OF WORK

· Architecture

· CAD technician Engineering (all aspects)

· Game Developer

· Web Designer / Developer

· Interior Design

· Film or video editor

· Graphical Designer

PRACTICAL WOODWORKING

COURSE CONTENT

The Practical Woodworking course aims to give pupils the necessary knowledge and practical experience required to be successful when continuing the subject in S4. The main areas of study are:

- Carcase construction

- Flat frame construction

- Woodturning

- Properties of materials

- Knowledge and understanding of hand tools, machinery and processes.

The work carried out in each of these units will contain a mixture of theory and practical experiences in both the classroom and the workshop. The projects are designed to show pupils more advanced skills than they have previously been developed in S1/2. Some of these projects also contain an element of design to incorporate personalisation and choice into the course.
HOW YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

The course is delivered predominately via hands on experience of using tool and machinery in the workshop. There will also be occasions where there is a necessary requirement to study the properties of materials and analyse the correct use of shaping, joining and assembly of artefacts.

Pupils will be informally assessed each period and all of their work will contribute towards the final grade they receive for each project.

Peer support and peer assessment is widely encouraged to create an ethos of self-evaluation in the classroom.
ASSESSMENT & HOMEWORK

Homework tasks will be issued to support the delivery of the theory that underpins the understanding of materials and their properties. This is becoming increasingly important as the new National Qualification also contain a written exam of this nature as part of the final course assessment.
SKILL DEVELOPMENT & CONNECTIONS IN LEARNING

As this is predominately a ‘hands on’ subject it contains many links to other practical subjects such as Design and Manufacture, Art and Design and Fashion and Textiles.

Problem solving and the ability to work independently and manage your own time and resources is important.

Literacy will be covered through the tasks that require pupils to learn and answer questions on the properties of materials and tools / processes.

Numeracy is a key feature as pupils are expected to work with dimensions and measurements on a daily basis. The ability to measure accurately to a tolerance is a key part of each practical assessment.

Health and Wellbeing is covered through the need for safe and responsible use of the machines and tools and workshop.
PROGRESSION

National Four/Five Practical Woodworking
MY WORLD OF WORK

· Carpentry and Joinery

· Boat / ship building

· Set designer

· Locksmith

· Cabinet Maker

· Glazier

ART & DESIGN

COURSE CONTENT

The Art and Design course aims to prepare pupils for the challenges and standards expected of National 4/5 Art and Design. In order to accomplish this, pupils begin the year by studying and being assessed on their knowledge and application of different genres of Art. This allows pupils to choose their preferred artists / designers / themes to take forward into the two main units of work: Expressive and Design based folio work.

These units allow for a highly personalised and self-directed approach to exploring and developing art through various concepts, using a variety of media.

The emphasis is on skill development and to allow pupils to become increasingly confident in expressing themselves and leading their own learning.
HOW YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

Art and Design requires a high level of commitment as pupils are expected to identify their main sources of inspiration and lead their own work. This takes place through two large units of work (design and expressive) which follow on from the initial study and exploration of numerous artists / designers and genres.

Pupils are encouraged to be self-reflective on a daily basis with help from their teacher. The use of peer support and assessment is extensive and actively encouraged to promote autonomy.

Pupils are also required to carry out research tasks, often using ICT.
ASSESSMENT & HOMEWORK

Pupils will be expected to take classwork home to develop, further refine and complete in order to deepen their understanding of the topic. This is an important aspect of our course as skill development is a crucial factor in being successful in this subject. The more exposure and practise a pupil gains, the greater the chances of developing these skills. All of the work completed in class contributes to the overall end of unit grade in each topic.
SKILL DEVELOPMENT & CONNECTIONS IN LEARNING

Art and Design requires a high degree of precision, dexterity and perseverance, linking it to other practical subjects such as Practical Woodworking and Design and Manufacture, Physical Education and Music.

It also has obvious links to creative and design based subjects such as Graphic Communication and Fashion and Textiles.

Pupils are also expected to use higher order thinking skills to analyse and evaluate the work they are creating, tracking their own progression by identifying strengths and areas for development. There is an emphasis on the ability for pupils to think creatively in this subject, to be adaptive and to explore numerous solutions to each task. Literacy is evident in the requirement to clearly explain creative decision making through written annotations in folios of work as well as self and peer assessment tasks. It is also carried out through responding to exam style questions on art and design styles and genres in preparation for Nat 4/5 courses.

Numeracy, although not widely used, is apparent through the need to understand scale and proportion in observational drawing as well as the use of ratios to effectively mix paint.

Health and wellbeing is covered in diverse ways as pupils are encouraged to conduct personal learning through the research of social, cultural and historical themes in artists and designers work, which supports pupils in identifying highly personalised themes for their portfolio.
PROGRESSION

National Four/Five Art and Design
MY WORLD OF WORK

· Photographer

· Make Up Artist

· Graphic Designer

· Animator

· Architect

· Sculptor

· Fine Artist

· Jewellery Maker

PE STUDIES
COURSE CONTENT

Pupils will participate in the following activities: 

Badminton, Basketball, Gymnastics, Table Tennis, Fitness and Volleyball

Pupils will also have 1 period of theory a week where we will cover course content:

· The 4 factors Mental, Emotional, Social and Physical (MESP)

· Factors impacting on performance

· Methods of gathering data

· Approaches to improve performance

· Monitoring and Evaluating performance

HOW YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

Pupils will learn through a variety of ways including:

· Self and peer assessment

· Giving and receiving feedback

· Describing, Analysing and Evaluating performance

· Practical performance

The will also be given opportunities to develop skills such as:

· Responsibility and Leadership

· Focus and Concentration
· Communication
ASSESSMENT & HOMEWORK

Pupils will be assessed on their practical performance in all activities.

They will also complete their Nat4 AVU

Homework will be completed for each activity
SKILL DEVELOPMENT & CONNECTIONS IN LEARNING

 The skills developed will prepare pupils for following the Nat4 or Nat5 course in S4

These skills are also transferable to the world of work and indeed to other learning contexts. For example, the ability to analyse a performance to then devise a development plan and monitor for improvement has many applications outside of Physical Education.

Pupils will be expected to produce some extended pieces of writing in class and as part of their homework.

Listening and Talking will be a main aspect of this course and pupils will gain confidence from talks and performances in front of others.

Analysing data will require numeracy, for example, when turning data into a percentage table to clearly indicate strengths and weaknesses in performance.

The practical content will obviously have a major impact on Healtth and Well Being and connections are made between exercise, diet and lifestyle.

PROGRESSION

Progression to National Four or National Five in S4 then onto National Five or Higher in S5/6

MY WORLD OF WORK

The skills developed will prepare them for following the National Five course in S4

These skills are also transferable to the world of work and indeed to other learning contexts. For example, the ability to analyse a performance to then devise a development plan and monitor for improvement has many applications outside of Physical Education.

The will also be given opportunities to develop skills such as:

·  
Responsibility and Leadership

·  
Focus and Concentration
·  
Communication
MUSIC

COURSE CONTENT

The S3 Music Course builds on the three main areas of musical activity studied in S1 and S2: performing music, composing music and listening to music.

Performing

In this area, pupils will continue to advance their performing skills on their two chosen instruments, allowing their technique to further develop, while exploring new music.

Composing

In this area, pupils will continue to develop their composing skills, creating original music through exploring and experimenting with compositional techniques.

Listening

In this area, pupils will continue to develop their knowledge and understanding of music, a range of music concepts, and musical literacy.

HOW YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

Pupils will follow their own individualised learning route on their chosen instruments.  This enables them to work at their own pace, selecting music that they wish to perform at a level that is appropriate to their ability.  Pupils are challenged to progress to the next level through regular self and peer assessment.  Through various listening activities, both teacher and pupil led, pupils will learn about different styles and genres of music.  Composing activities, such as song writing, are aided with the use of online resources.

ASSESSMENT & HOMEWORK

Formal teacher assessments on both instruments are carried out termly, and progress monitored throughout the session.  It is essential that regular practice on instruments is carried out in order for performing skills and technique to develop.  Pupils should practise their instruments regularly for short periods of time – it is recommended that 4 sessions lasting 15 minutes should be carried out each week.  If pupils do not have access to their instrument at home, practice can be carried out in the Music Department at lunchtime or after school.    Additional homework will be set throughout the session to reinforce learning in class.

SKILLS DEVELOPMENT & CONNECTIONS IN LEARNING

Learning a musical instrument develops multiple transferrable skills which can be applied to many different areas of pupils’ lives.  These include:
· Good study habits, through regular practice routines

· Ability to follow instructions

· Self-discipline

· Intense concentration

· Creativity

· Digital literacy through use of ICT and music technology platforms

Literacy

· Listen, talk and discuss

· Work with others

· Give/receive feedback

· Build relationships

· Participate in group performances

Health & Wellbeing

· Interacting with others in musical groups and activities

· Improving emotional, social and mental wellbeing

· Taking part in activities out with the classroom

PROGRESSION

By the end of S3, pupils will be ready to progress on to an SQA Music course at National 4 or National 5 level.

MY WORLD OF WORK

· Musician
· Teacher (primary and secondary)
· Music therapist
· Music production
· Sound technology
· Music journalism
MUSIC TECHNOLOGY

COURSE CONTENT

The S3 Music Technology course allows pupils to develop skills in the recording and mixing of audio.  
Pupils will learn different techniques to record audio using:
· direct injection (for electric instruments)

· microphones (for acoustic instruments and vocals)

· MIDI (programming music digitally)

Pupils will learn how to mix audio using techniques such as editing, panning and adding effects.

This will culminate in the development of a project such as:
· Live performance

· Radio broadcast

· Sound design for a film

· Audio book

· Computer gaming

Pupils will also develop an understanding of 20th and 21st century music, the music industry, and how music technology has influenced many different styles and genres.

HOW YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

Pupils will complete various listening activities, as well as individual and group research on various topics relating to 20th and 21st century music.  They will develop a range of skills and techniques relating to the creative use of music technology hardware and software through hands on experience in the classroom.

ASSESSMENT & HOMEWORK

There will be regular listening tests which will enable pupils to identify styles/genres and other music/music technology concepts.  Practical tasks will be carried out throughout the session, assessing the development of music technology skills.  This will culminate in a project as outlined above.  Homework will be set throughout the session to reinforce learning in class.

SKILLS DEVELOPMENT & CONNECTIONS IN LEARNING

Throughout the course, multiple transferrable skills are developed which can be applied to many different areas of pupils’ lives.  These include:
· analytical and listening skills

· the ability to reflect on personal work and on the work of others

· imaginative, creative and technical problem-solving skills

· applying skills developed in real-life contexts

· skills in planning, organising, researching and communicating

PROGRESSION

By the end of S3, pupils will be ready to progress on to an SQA Music Technology course at National 4 or National 5 level.

MY WORLD OF WORK

· Audiologist

· Broadcast engineer

· DJ

· Musician

· Music promotion

· Music therapist

· Sound engineer

· Stage manager
· TV/film sound technician
RELIGIOUS, MORAL & PHILOSOPHICAL STUDIES

(RMPS)
COURSE CONTENT

The aim of S3 RMPS is to help create successful, confident and responsible pupils who have the required skills to live and work in a multicultural Scotland. Religion plays an important role in many peoples' lives, and everyone, whether they are religious or not, has to make moral decisions.

The skills you develop in RMPS will help you in many ways through your school career and into adulthood. You will be able to clarify and express your own ideas, listen to - evaluate and understand - the opinions of others. You will be able to read and respond to different texts, whether you agree or disagree with what is being said. You will be encouraged to develop your own ideas and opinions in response to various issues and arguments. Pupils do not need to have any prior religious belief to be able to enjoy, appreciate and succeed in this course

Pupils who choose to study RMPS in S3 will explore the following topics:

· Buddhism (including the Impact, Relevance and Significance of a range of Beliefs and Practices for followers of Buddhism).  
· Morality & Relationships (including Gender Roles, Marriage and Equality and Exploitation)
· A Religious and Philosophical Question (either The Existence of God or the Problem of Suffering and Evil)
HOW YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

The course offers learners the opportunity to take part in many different activities including:

· Group Discussions

· Debates

· Written responses to questions and sources

· Investigations for projects

· Responses to documentaries
· Creative activities such as poster making, mind-maps etc.

· Peer teaching

· Trips

ASSESSMENT & HOMEWORK

Homework - Homework is a vital part of the course and is used to consolidate skills and learning.  It will come in a variety of forms including responses to questions and research activities.

Assessment - Pupils will be assessed throughout the course through classwork, assessments at the end of units, peer assessment and self-assessment.
SKILL DEVELOPMENT & CONNECTIONS IN LEARNING

In S3 RMPS pupils will develop important life skills such as investigation, analysis and evaluation. They will develop their thinking skills as well as skills of reflection. This will help them to develop a fuller understanding of others, the world in which they live and their potential contribution to it.
Through a wide variety of challenging contexts for learning, S3 RMPS provides many opportunities for skills for learning, life and work. RMPS supports pupils to develop skills in literacy, numeracy, health and wellbeing alongside the development of higher order thinking skills and in using a range of information and communication technology. 
PROGRESSION

Successful completion of the course in S3 can lead to progression to National Four or Five RMPS in S4.

MY WORLD OF WORK

RMPS is a useful subject to study if you are interested in any of the following careers:

 

· Law

· Social Work

· Counseling

· Teaching (primary and secondary)

· Journalism

· Armed Forces

· Medical professions

· Prison Service

· Management

· Police

· Psychology

 ...and many other areas of work focused on helping or working with people both in the UK and overseas.
PRACTICAL COOKERY

COURSE CONTENT

The course introduces learners to the exciting and ever-changing world surrounding food.
Young people who enjoy being creative with food will explore and develop their skills and knowledge linked to working with a wide range of ingredients and kitchen equipment, current dietary advice and sustainable food concepts.

The aims of the course are to enable young people to learn and develop:

· a range of cooking skills, food preparation techniques and cookery processes when following recipes

· skills in selecting and using ingredients creatively to produce, garnish or decorate dishes

· an understanding of the characteristics of ingredients and an awareness of their sustainability and key environmental issues surrounding the food industry

· an understanding of current dietary advice, healthy ingredients and healthy cookery processes

· skills in planning, producing and presenting meals according to service details.

This course aims to further develop candidates’ life skills and to provide a set of skills for those who wish to progress to further studies in the hospitality context.


HOW YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

Learners will engage in a variety of teaching and learning approaches to develop their skills and knowledge in the subject. The course contains a significant amount of practical activities, supported by related theory. This enables learners to become confident in their ability and work more independently when preparing a variety of ingredients and cooking a wide range of dishes.
Learners are encouraged to plan ahead, be self-reflective and take responsibility for their learning within the subject. The use of teacher/peer support and feedback is extensive and actively encouraged to promote an effective learning environment.
Practical based course activities provide learners with opportunities to develop thinking and decision-making skills and skills in planning, organising and evaluating practical tasks. In preparing candidates for life, young people learn how to plan, prepare and cook for themselves and others in the wider community.
ASSESSMENT & HOMEWORK

Learners are encouraged to be self-reflective and take responsibility for their learning within the subject. Pupils are recommended to study class topic areas at home, practice recipes and homework is set to consolidate and deepen understanding of learning carried out in class.

Practical and theory assessments are regularly undertaken to assess progression and identify achievable targets to further develop and challenge the young people’s learning.


SKILL DEVELOPMENT & CONNECTIONS IN LEARNING

Young people will become confident and independent learners when preparing and cooking a variety of complex dishes. Learners will also be encouraged to become more aware of their presentation skills with a focus on developing their creativity and flair when serving a dish.
Throughout the course, young people will also develop and use a number of higher-order thinking skills such as self-reflection and evaluating. The key skills of literacy and numeracy are embedded throughout the course and learners will develop their literacy skills through the technological process to plan for the preparation of dishes and following recipes. Numeracy skills are used regularly during weighing and measuring processes.
In addition, the course allows young people to develop manual dexterity, organisational and time management skills which can be applied to a wide variety of contexts. Learners will also be able to apply their knowledge of healthy ingredients, sustainable foods and cookery processes to real-life situations and develop skills for learning, skills for life and skills for work.


PROGRESSION

The skills developed in S3, will prepare learners to progress to National 4 or National 5 Practical Cookery in S4.
MY WORLD OF WORK

Practical Cookery can lead to progression in a range of exciting career pathways in the hospitality industry, as a; Food Scientist/Technologist, Baker, Catering or Restaurant owner/manager, Head Chef, Technical brewer and Butcher to name a few.

FASHION AND TEXTILE TECHNOLOGY
COURSE CONTENT

The course introduces learners to the key aspects of the exciting and highly creative Fashion and Textile industry. Young people will use fashion and textile contexts for developing design and manufacturing skills, knowledge and understanding of textiles and fashion choices.
The course is particularly suitable for learners who enjoy experiential learning through practical activities. The practical learning activities in the course encourage candidates to develop problem solving techniques to design, communicate, produce and evaluate solutions to fashion/textile briefs.
The aims of the course are to enable young people to develop:
· creativity and innovation skills in their approach to planning and creating detailed solutions to fashion/textile items

· a range of construction techniques which support fashion/textile-related practical activities during the item development process

· a detailed knowledge of textile properties and characteristics, their uses and technological developments

· a detailed understanding of key factors that influence fashion/textile choices, including current environmental issues surrounding the fashion and textile industry 

· a detailed understanding of fashion/textile trends and their influence on fashion/textile designs

· detailed thinking, investigation, evaluation and presentation skills.


HOW YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

Learners will engage in a variety of teaching and learning approaches to develop their skills and knowledge in the subject. The development of practical skills is key and permeates the course, enabling learners to become confident in their ability and to work more independently when manufacturing fashion/textile items to an appropriate standard of quality. The practical work is supported by related theory.

ICT is incorporated into the course during research based tasks and creative drawing is incorporated during design based tasks.

ASSESSMENT & HOMEWORK

Learners are encouraged to be self-reflective and take responsibility for their learning within the subject. Pupils are recommended to study class topic areas at home and homework is set to consolidate and deepen understanding of learning carried out in class.

Practical and theory assessments are regularly undertaken to assess progression and identify achievable targets to further develop and challenge learning.


SKILL DEVELOPMENT & CONNECTIONS IN LEARNING

The Fashion and Textile Technology course helps candidates to develop important skills, attitudes and attributes that are transferable to other contexts including problem-solving skills and communication skills. Learners have the opportunity to develop and extend a wide range of fashion and textile related skills, through the use of practical sewing tasks and from carrying out a wide range of textile construction techniques. 
The course may also contribute towards the development of numeracy skills through the measurement of textiles, alterations of patterns and the timing of production. It may also contribute towards the development of literacy skills through following paper pattern sewing instructions and carrying out research investigations.
Course activities provide learners with opportunities to develop thinking and decision-making skills and skills in planning, organising and evaluating practical tasks. Learners can also develop skills for learning, skills for life and skills for work.
PROGRESSION

The skills developed in S3, will prepare learners to progress to National 4 or National 5 Fashion and Textile Technology in S4 or Higher level in S5/6.
MY WORLD OF WORK

Fashion and Textile Technology can lead to a range of exciting career pathways in Fashion Design, Garment Technology, Dressmaking, Textile Design, Costume Design, Tailoring, Fashion Retail, Interior Design, Visual Merchandising, Pattern Cutting and Fashion Marketing to name a few.

HEALTH & FOOD TECHNOLOGY

COURSE CONTENT

The course introduces learners to the importance of a balanced diet, healthy lifestyle and the nutritional properties of food. The course will attract learners who have an interest in these areas, food product development and contemporary food issues. It will particularly appeal to those who enjoy learning through practical activities and have an ability to link theory to practice.
An understanding of dietary needs and knowledge of current issues surrounding food choice encourages individuals to develop positive attitudes and values towards factors which can impact on learners’ own and others’ health and food choices.

The aims of the course are to enable young people to learn and develop:
· skills in following safe, hygienic and informed practices in food preparation
· develop dexterity and organisational skills to make food products

· develop knowledge and understanding of the relationships between health, food and nutrition 

· develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties of food and food product development

· make informed food and consumer choices, using real-life situations taking account of local, cultural and media influences and technological innovations.
HOW YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

Learners will engage in a variety of teaching and learning approaches to develop their skills and knowledge in the subject. The course contains a significant amount of related theory which allows candidates to develop and apply practical and technological skills, knowledge and understanding.
The practical activities encourage learners to develop skills in selecting and preparing healthy ingredients and following healthy cooking methods. Candidates will also have opportunities to research, plan, develop and analyse food items for given briefs.
ASSESSMENT & HOMEWORK

Learners are encouraged to be self-reflective and take responsibility for their learning within the subject. Pupils are recommended to study class topic areas at home and homework is set to consolidate and deepen understanding of learning carried out in class.

Theory assessments are regularly undertaken to assess progression and identify achievable targets to further develop and challenge the young people’s learning. Practical assessments in S3 are not required as much of the course is theory based.

SKILLS DEVELOPMENT & CONNECTIONS IN LEARNING

Practical, experiential learning and assessment activities allow candidates to develop knowledge, understanding and skills, as well as confidence, independence and self-awareness.
The knowledge and skills developed in the course prepare learners for decisions required in learning, life and work. Learners undertaking the course will focus on health, food and consumer issues and develop practical skills that are transferable to a range of contexts, including employment.
The key skills of literacy and numeracy are embedded throughout the course and learners will develop their literacy skills through reading class topic areas and following recipes.
PROGRESSION

The skills developed in S3, will prepare learners to progress to National 4 or National 5 Health & Food Technology in S4.
MY WORLD OF WORK

Health and Food Technology can lead to progression in a range of exciting career pathways in food and drink, product development, health and nutrition, as a; Food Scientist/Technologist, Quality Control Technician, Agriculture Technician, Food Production Manager, Nutritionist, Dietician, Health and Safety Inspector, Catering/Hospitality Manager, Personal Trainer, Sports Coach to name a few.

Support for Learning

S3 Achieve Award

There will be two groups for S3 pupils for session 2023-24, with each group having around 10 pupils in each.

1) Achieve Award – Skills

This award will give pupils an opportunity to build skills for learning, life and work. Each unit has both practical and written elements, with more time given over to practical activities which enable pupils to build transferable skills such as, working with others, communication, leadership and enterprise. If pupils choose to undertake the Achieve ‘Skills’ Award, they will complete 2 of the following units which will lead to an Achieve Certificate Level 4:

· Team work

· Enterprise

· Physical Wellbeing 

2) Achieve Award – Wellbeing 

This award will give pupils an opportunity to explore their and others wellbeing – social, mental and physical. Whilst completing the award, pupils will also develop their skills for learning, life and work as they complete activities which require team work, communication and leadership. The award will include both written and practical elements, focused mainly on the practical. If pupils choose to undertake the Achieve ‘Wellbeing’ Award, they will complete 2 units which will lead to an Achieve Certificate Level 4:
· Wellbeing 

· Beating Peer Pressure and Building Relationships
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