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Our Ref: 			DMacC/JC

Date: 			Monday 24th August 2026



Dear Parent / Carer,



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY – August 2026

We were delighted to welcome our pupils last Wednesday especially our new P1's and as we start our first full week we would like to share with you some dates for the diary.

We were also pleased to welcome Miss Clark our new P5/6 teacher and also Mrs Murray who is returning to Ochiltree in P3/4.  Congratulations also goes to Miss Gorman on her marriage during the summer and becoming Mrs Berry.

We have lots planned for this session including the rolling out of learning journals, new programmes for writing and mathematics as well as CAMPS from Cumnock delivering music and drama for our young people in P5 and P6.  We will also have Mrs M.J. back for our class strings on a Thursday and some trips planned with the support of RHET and Into Film.  We are also currently planning the P7 residential, so parents please look out for the options coming your way soon.

	PE Timetable

	P1/2
	Tuesday and Friday

	P3/4
	Monday and Wednesday

	P5/6
	Wednesday and Friday

	P6/7
	Tuesday and Thursday

	Please note – pupils should bring soft shoes and shorts on PE days (these can be left in school).  We would ask that pupils do not wear football tops or shorts.  Pupils can bring water to drink in class and at PE.  Juice will only be allowed at lunchtime.

A reminder that, in line with East Ayrshire's guidelines, jewellery is not permitted during PE.  Earrings should preferably be removed.  If this is not possible, they can be taped over, or pupils can bring tape to cover them.  Removal or taping of earrings is the responsibility of parents/carers or the child if they are able to do this themselves.
It would also be helpful if long hair is tied back and loose clothing is secured for PE.
Pupils can either come dressed for PE, wear their kit underneath their clothing or leave their PE kit in school to change into when needed.



	Outdoor Learning

	P1/2
	Tuesday afternoons – Suitable outdoor clothing and waterproof footwear / wellies are required.

	P3/4, P5/6, P6/7
	Days will depend on learning activity.  

	All pupils should bring suitable outdoor clothing and footwear each day to support the outdoor learning experience and to allow outdoor play at break times. 



	Dates for Your Diary - 2026

	Tuesday 25th August
	CAMPS (Cumnock Arts Makes People Smile) drama workshops every Tuesday for 10 weeks for all P5 and P6 pupils.

	Tuesday 1st September
	STEM Lunch Club, being run by MaidSafe Foundation in school for 10 weeks. 

	Monday 7th September
	P3/4 – RHET (Royal Highland Education Trust) – trip to Darnlaw Farm – am.

	Thursday 17th September
	Sharing the Learning Open Afternoon – parents are invited into the school share their child’s learning.  Details will follow.

	September Holiday
	School Closed on Friday 18th September and Monday 21st September. 

	Tuesday 22nd September
	Pupils return to school.

	Friday 25th September
	Flu Immunisations - am.

	Friday 25th September
	Sponsored Litter pick.  Details will follow.

	Thursday 8th October 
	Parents Day / Evening – 3pm-5pm and 6pm–8pm.  Appointments will be offered shortly.

	October Holiday
	School Closed Monday 12th October until Friday 16th October.

	Monday 19th October
	In Service Day – School Closed to Pupils.  

	Tuesday 20th October
	Pupils return to school.

	Tuesday 20th October
	Visible Fictions – interactive learning session for P5, P6 and P7 pupils – am.

	Friday 30th October 
	Halloween Parties pm.  Pupils can come to school dressed up.  No scary costumes, make-up or masks, and no props please.

	Friday 20th November 
	Children in Need – coffee morning.  More details will follow.

	Friday 4th December
	Panto at the Hub.

	Wednesday 9th December
	Christmas Lunch

	Friday 11th December (TBC)
	Nativity – 9:30am, Ochiltree Parish Church, all parents / carers / families invited.  Refreshments in school afterwards.

	Tuesday 15th December 
	P1-4 Christmas Party – come dressed in party wear.  Early school lunch.  

	Wednesday 16th December
	P5-7 Christmas Party – come dressed in party wear.  Early school lunch.  

	Friday 18th December 
	2:30pm Close for Christmas Holiday.  School Closed Monday 21st December until Monday 4th January.  

	Dates for your Diary 2027

	Tuesday 5th January
	Pupils return to school.

	Friday 22nd January
	Burns Celebration – all parents / carers welcome to attend

	Wednesday 8th February
	Mental Health Week – details will follow

	February Holiday
	School Closed Friday 12th and Monday 15th February.

	Tuesday 16th February
	In Service Day – School closed to pupils.  

	Wednesday 17th February
	Pupils return to school.

	Tuesday 4th March
	World Book Day – details will follow

	Thursday 18th March
	Parents Day / Evening – sessions at 3pm-5pm and 6pm-8pm, appointments will be arranged closer to the date.

	Easter Holidays
	School Closed Friday 26th March until Friday 9th April.

	Monday 12th April
	Pupils Return from Easter Break

	May Day Holiday
	School Closed on Monday 3rd May.

	Tuesday 4th May
	Pupils return to school.

	Monday 24th May 
	In Service Day - School Closed to pupils.

	Tuesday 25th May
	Pupils return to school.

	Monday 24th May
	Health Week all week – includes Sports Day (Friday 28th May – weather permitting).

	Friday 28th May
	Report Cards – issued to parents.

	Friday 25th June
	Summer Celebration – more details to follow.

	Tuesday 29th June
	School Closes 1pm. 

	Summer Break
	School Closed from Wednesday 30th June to Friday 13th August.

	Monday 16th August
	In Service Day - School Closed to Pupils.

	Tuesday 17th August
	In Service Day - School Closed to Pupils.

	Wednesday 18th August
	Pupils return to school.



Please keep an eye on the app and on the blog for further details and updates on our activities this session.  

Could we remind parents that if there are any changes in pick up routines or school transport to contact the school office; this will avoid any confusion at the end of the day or any unnecessary text messages / phone calls.  

Ochiltree Primary school has an open-door policy, and if you have anything you wish to share with us, ideas or issues, we would be delighted to see you.  

Ochiltree continues to be a nut-free school.  Please ensure your child doesn’t bring a snack / lunch items that contain nuts.


Family holidays and celebrations are important and at Ochiltree we understand the organisational challenges that these can be.  Attendance for every pupil is very important, and we thank you for ensuring that your child maximises their time here at school.

We thank all our parents and the Parent Council for their continuing support, and we are looking forward to working with you all this session.  Our Parent Council AGM is on Wednesday 16th September.  

We look forward to an excellent session at Ochiltree Primary School.   


Le durachdan,
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Denise MacColl
Head Teacher
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Council Headquarters, London Road, Kilmarnock KA3 7BU
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