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Evidence gathered and supports put in place are unique to your child and this will be discussed with you regularly.
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At New Cumnock Primary School we aim to support all learners and create a dyslexia friendly environment.  Our flexible teaching and learning approaches will benefit all.  Regular assessment and feedback allows staff to implement additional strategies for those who learn differently.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]New Cumnock Primary School have been awarded East Ayrshire’s Inclusive Practice (DFS) Silver Award
What is a Dyslexia Friendly School?
DFS aims to facilitate and encourage
· Whole school awareness of what dyslexia is and how we can support learners with dyslexia. 
· Whole school responsibility for supporting learners with additional support needs (ASN). 
· Empowerment of teachers to meet the needs of all learners. 
· Early identification of learners at risk of ASN and appropriate intervention strategies suited to meet individual’s needs put in place. 
· Confidence and consistency in using East Ayrshire Dyslexia and Literacy Difficulties Assessment Guidelines. 
· Effective use of East Ayrshire monitoring and tracking systems. 
· Inclusive learning environments.
· Resilience in learners. 
· Positive and effective Parent/Carer partnership. 
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What is Dyslexia?
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Dyslexia can be described as a continuum of
difficulties in learning to read, write and/or spell,
which persist despite the provision of appropriate
learning opportunities. These difficulties often do not
reflect an individual's cognitive abllities and may not
be typical of performance in other areas.

The impact of dyslexia as a barrier to leaming varies
in degree according to the learning and teaching
environment, as there are often associated
difficulties such as:

« auditory and /or visual processing of
language-based information

« phonological awareness

« oral language skills and reading fluency

« short.term and working memory

« sequencing and directionality

© number skills

« organisational ability.

Motor skills and co-ordination may also be affected.

Dyslexia exists in all cultures and across the

range of abilities and socio-economic backgrounds.
Itis a hereditary, life-long,neurodevelopmental
condition. Unidentified, dyslexia i likely to resultin
low self esteem, high stress, atypical behaviour, and
low achievement.
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It can be helpful for children/young people to understand that dyslexia is a

learning difference, it is not that he/she has something wrong with them
but they learn in a different way.

Being told that you are dyslexic can be a relief and help children/ young
people understand why they find certain things more difficult.

It can be helpful to explain that dyslexia:

« is common and other people in school,
and maybe even others in their class, or

in the family are dyslexic

« does NOT mean they are ‘stupid’.
Everyone learns differently and have
things they find tricky and things which

are easier for them

« is something that people are born with

however there are support strategies that may help you cope better
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= should not hold them back. It can be helpful to research and talk about
famous people who are dyslexic and have gone on to have very successful

careers despite their difficulties e.g. Jamie Oliver

Reassure them that everyone is different and without our individual

differences the world would be a very boring place.
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Identifying and assessing dyslexia is an ongoing process.

Information is gathered over a period of time through classroom
observations, looking at the child’s/young person’s work and class based

assessments rather than a single test.

Discussion and working together is a key part of the assessment process
and participants may include School ASN Co-ordinator, Class Teacher,

Parents, East Ayrshire Support Team and the Education Psychologist.
Gathered evidence is discussed and appropriate supports are put in place.

Progress is reviewed regularly.
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General Resources About Dysle:

Dyslexia: A Parent’s Survival Guide by Christine Ostler
1SBN: 9781869866136

Overcoming Dyslexia by Beve Hornsby
ISBN: 9780091813208

Dyslexia: A Complete Guide for Parents and Those Who Help Them by Dr.
Gavin Reid
1SBN: 9780470973738

Dyslexia: A Parent’s Guide by Maria Chivers
1SBN: 9781843103783

How to Help your Dyslexic and Dyspraxic Child: A Practical Guide for
Parents by Sally McKeown
1SBN: 9781905410965

The Everything Parent’s Guide to Children with Dysl

s success by Jody Swarbrick

ensure your c}
ISBN: 9781593371357
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