Position Statement about Homework – updated March 2023
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1. Why we created this position paper

The previous Head Teacher created the position paper in February 2020. Since then, we entered 2 periods of home-learning due to the Covid-19 outbreak and periods of school closure. Home-learning is different to homework and various methods have been in place over the past 3 years. 
At the start of session 2022/23, we adapted our approach to homework and utilised many online resources. It was proposed that this method would be trialled consistently across all stages and then reviewed by all stakeholders in January 2023. 

The results of the recent consultation with children, parents/carers and teachers is detailed below:
Our Findings in brief

Parents/Carers
· 66% of parents/carers reported that their child completes at least one or two of the homework tasks each week
· Only 18% said their child completes all of the tasks each week
· 34% felt the current homework provision was appropriate, 30% did not agree, and 36% were neutral

· 62% agreed that it was important for their child to complete set homework tasks each week with only 15% disagreeing

· 51% felt that homework should continue to be ‘suggested’ activities and that is should be at the parent’s/carer’s and child’s discretion which tasks they complete, with only 22% disagreeing, with some commenting that all homework tasks should be mandatory

Children

· Across the school there were mixed views also from the children. 47% of the children agreed they should have homework each week and 46% disagreed. 
· The children in P1-P3 were generally very positive about homework and enjoyed reading activities, active literacy and active maths activities. 
· Some of the older children felt it was good preparation for secondary school. 
· The majority of the children liked the current format their teachers were using to provide the homework each week, via their class blog. 
· Almost all children said they regularly accessed Sumdog and this was their favourite homework task each week. 

Staff 
· Staff completed a self-evaluation activity around homework. This again showed mixed opinions about homework, but also some clear shared positive aspects of homework. 

Our position paper has been updated, taking into account the views of all stakeholders during the review.  

2. Key Principles and Aims
At Mauchline Primary School, homework is viewed as an important part of school life. The purpose of homework is to:

· involve parents/carers in their child’s learning
· give parents and carers a flavour of what the children are working on within the class
· provide opportunities for pupils to consolidate learning
· provide opportunities for pupils to reinforce essential skills and core learning
· encourage organisational skills                         
· foster responsibility
· promote a positive attitude to learning and studying

3. Organisation and Administration

Each child will be given a homework jotter at the start of the session which they can use to complete any chosen written tasks. This jotter should be checked by an adult at home and any concerns can be passed on to the class teacher. This jotter does not need to be submitted weekly. 
Homework should be set on a Monday and will be shared via the class blog. Homework will continue to be suggested activities. 

Homework for all stages will have:
· 1 piece of Literacy Homework or PLP targeted work
· 1 reading activity*
· 1 piece of Numeracy and Maths Homework OR PLP targeted work
* P1-4 should have a reading book sent home at least once every two weeks. Children from P5-7 that receive additional support may also be given a reading book home. Children from P5-7 will be given the option to take home their library book. Additionally, children, have access to MyON for online reading tasks.
At certain times children may also have:

· 1 learning at home activity where the parent takes the lead in the learning. This may be linked to other class or topic work.

4. Appropriate Tasks and Time Guidelines
Teachers have responsibility for the setting of appropriate home learning tasks, within the framework shown below. Tasks may be differentiated to meet the needs of the children within the class and must be differentiated where the class is a composite class. Stage partners should also liaise to ensure a consistent approach. 
The table below gives guidance on appropriate tasks and timings for a child to spend on homework task within one week.
	Early Level
	First Level
	Second Level

	P1 – suggested up to 10 minutes per night
	P2 ,P3, P4 – up to 15 minutes per  night 

	P5 , P6,  P7- up to 20-30 minutes per night 



5. Child and Parent/Carer Guidance  for Completion of Homework

· Parents/ carers should provide children with a quiet space to complete homework, free from distraction and noise.

· Parents/ carers should ensure that the child has a pencil, rubber and ruler available.
· Parent should support the completion of homework and check their child’s homework. 
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