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Monday, 24 August 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,
Term 1 Newsletter

What a wonderful first week back at Lainshaw we have had! The children have settled back into the routines of school life incredibly well and are already making progress in their next learning steps. I would like to extend a huge thank you to you all for supporting our school uniform policy; the children look very smart and ready to learn in our school colours. Our new P1 children and families had a super start joining us in the playground for photos before heading off to begin their Primary School careers; well done to them and to all the family members who supported them and held back those emotional tears as you waved them goodbye. As we head into Term 1 fully, I would like to take the opportunity within this newsletter to share some important information and key dates coming up.

Communication
Our Safer Schools Scotland App is our primary method of communication and is used by all schools in East Ayrshire. This can be downloaded from your app store. When you have it, search for Lainshaw Primary School; you will then require the code 9690. This is where important updates, letters, questionnaires, lunch menus and much more are shared. East Ayrshire Council promote sustainability and as such, we aim to be a paper-free school. However, if for any reason you require paper or email copies of any communication, please just pop into or call the office and your name can be added to the list for the whole year. This first newsletter is being sent out as a paper copy in an aim to reach everyone at first. We also aim to share as much information as possible on Learning Journals too as parents access this platform frequently. If you need any support accessing Learning Journals, please just contact the school office.

Meet the Teacher – Wednesday 9th September
We are delighted to invite parents, carers and pupils along to our first school event of the year. ‘Meet the Teacher’ is an informal chance to put a face to the name of your child’s teacher, find out a little bit about what your child will be learning and experiencing across their school year and spend time in their classroom environment.
The event will take place from 5pm-6pm. The hour will be split into three ‘Meet the Teacher’ sessions; 5-5:20pm, 5:20pm-5:40pm and 5:40pm-6pm. This enables families with more than one child in the school to meet each of their teachers. 
A bell will ring to signal the start of each session and will ring again 5 minutes before the end of the session to allow you time to move to the next class if you are meeting more than one teacher. This is not like Parents’ Night with a one to one appointment; there will be many other parents/carers in the classroom at the same time. Teachers will be sharing some of the resources used in the class, plans for learning across the year and will happily answer any of the common questions you may have at the start of a new school year as they chat with all of you. 
We look forward to welcoming as many of you as possible!  

Superstar Award and House Points
Lainshaw pupils are wonderful and we are constantly looking to recognise and celebrate the successes of our children in school. Every week, children from all classes are selected to receive ‘Superstar’ Awards at assembly. Additionally, children can also help their House earn House points throughout the year. These are given as purple tokens for all sorts of efforts, achievements and demonstrating our updated school values of inclusion, responsibility, community and respect. At the end of every term, the winning House receives a House treat!

Parent/Carer Progress Updates
Every term, we aim to have an opportunity for parents and carers to have contact with teaching staff and be involved in their child’s learning and progress. In term 1, we hold ‘Meet the Teacher’, in terms 2 and 4 we have Parents’ Night Appointments and in term 3, we have full written academic reports. The first Parents’ Nights will take place on Wednesday 11th November 3:15pm – 5:25pm and Thursday 12th November 5:15pm – 7:25pm. A glow form will be issued via the app to select your preference nearer the time.

Mobile Phones
We understand that many of our pupils bring a mobile phone to school so that they are contactable by parents and carers on the way to and the way home from school. We are happy to support this as long as children switch the phone off immediately before they enter the school grounds and place it safely in their bag. Once they have exited the school grounds at the end of the school day, they can then take their phone out of their bag and turn it on. We have a duty to safeguard all our pupils and we would be unable to supervise the content children are accessing on independent and individual devices, hence the need to keep them in school bags until out with the school grounds.

PE Kit
Class PE days will be shared separately on the School App and additionally via Class Newsletters which will be issued shortly on the app. PE Kit includes shorts, trainers/sand shoes and a t-shirt. This can be stored in a separate gym bag and left in the classroom. Please label everything including insides of shoes. For our younger children, it can be very difficult for them to change into a t-shirt from a shirt. When they know their gym days, it would be helpful if you could send them to school in a polo-shirt. East Ayrshire Council policy is that children cannot participate in PE with jewellery on therefore must remove it, including earrings. We are not permitted to tape over earrings or help your child remove them. There is an option for you to sign a waiver document that allows your child to participate in PE if your child has just had newly pierced ears and cannot remove them. Please contact the office for more information.

Parent Council and Parents’ Association
We are very lucky to have an active Parent Council and Parents’ Association. Both are always incredibly keen to welcome new members and a new school year offers you plenty of chances to get involved with the work they do. The Parent Council have a Facebook page which can be found by searching for ‘Lainshaw Parent Council’ where you will find out more about their role. Meetings are held in the school on select Monday nights 6:30pm-8:30pm with the first meeting taking place on Monday 14th September. You can get in touch with them at lainshawps.pc@gmail.com. The Parents’ Association is the events and fundraising body for the school and ECC and are the people responsible for discos, the Colour Fun Run, subsidising school trips and school resourcing to name but a few of their endeavours! They meet on select Tuesday nights at The Hub with their first formal meeting on Tuesday 8th September. You can get in touch with them at lainshawpa@gmail.com.

Parent Pay, School Lunches and Snacks
Currently, all P1 to P7 pupils are offered free school lunches. The lunch menu should be viewed on ParentPay where you are required to pre-order meals for your child. Menus run on a 3 week cycle and parents/carers can place their child’s orders up to 3 weeks in advance. Lunch orders must be done on Parent Pay before 8am on the day your child requires a lunch at the latest. If your child has any dietary requirements, the school office will be able to put you in contact with our catering team who will happy to help. Toast is available free of charge every morning in both playgrounds and fruit is available free of charge at break time for all children.

Allergies
This year we have a number of children with severe nut allergies. We are a nut-free school and ask that you consider this when sending a playtime snack with your child or preparing their packed lunch. Items like Kinder Buenos, Nutella spread and cereal bars are often accidentally overlooked so your support in ensuring the school environment is safe for all is very much appreciated.




Term 1 Calendar

	Date
	Time
	Event
	Involved

	Friday
28th August
	All Day
	Dress Down Day
(pupils can come to school in casual clothes)
	Full school

	Tuesday 8th September
	7:30pm
	Parents’ Association Meeting @ The Hub
	All parents/carers welcome

	Wednesday
9th September
	5-6pm
	Meet the Teacher
	All parents/carers and pupils welcome

	Monday
14th September
	6:30 – 8:30pm
	Parent Council Meeting
(held in school)
	All parents/carers welcome

	Friday 18th  – Monday
21st September
	
	Holiday Weekend
(School closed Friday and Monday)
	Full school

	Friday
25th September
	9.15 – 11:45am
	MacMillan Coffee Morning
(further details will be released separately)
	All parents/carers/
family/friends  welcome

	Friday
25th September
	All day
	Dress Down Day (pupils can come to school in casual clothes)
	Full school

	Thursday 8th October
	2pm
	Winning House Treat
	Pupils from Winning House

	Friday
10th October
	
	Last day of term. School closes at 3pm for October break.
Dress Down Day (pupils can come to school in casual clothes)
	Full school



Term 2 Calendar

	Date
	Time
	Event
	Involved

	Monday
19th October
	All day
	In Service Day
	Staff Only

	Tuesday 20th October
	
	Children return to school
	Full School

	Friday 30th October
	All day
	Halloween Dress Up or Dress Down Day
	Full school

	Monday 9th November
	6:30 – 8:30pm
	Parent Council Meeting AGM
(held in school)
	All parents/carers welcome

	Wednesday 11th and Thursday
12th November
	Wed – 3:15 – 5:25pm
Thurs – 5:15 – 7:25pm
	Parents’ Night Appointments
	All parents/carers welcome

	Friday
13th November
	All day
	Children In Need Event
(More info to follow)
	Full school

	Thursday
26th November
	9:30 – 11:30am
	Christmas Fair
	All parents/carers/
family/friends  welcome

	Friday
27th November
	10am
	Pantomime in Kilmarnock
(Full School Uniform please)
	Full school

	Thursday
3rd December
	2pm
	P2&P3 Carols Performance
	All parents/carers/
family/friends  welcome

	Friday 4th December
	12:35pm
	Christmas Lunch
(Christmas Jumpers/Accessories welcome!)
	Full school

	Tuesday 8th December
	2pm
	P1 Nativity
	All parents/carers/
family/friends  welcome

	Wednesday 9th December
	9:30am
	P1 Nativity
	All parents/carers/
family/friends  welcome

	Wednesday 9th December
	1:30pm
	P5 Christmas Party
	P5 pupils

	Thursday
10th December
	1:30pm
	P3 Christmas Party (including P3s from P2/3)
	P3 pupils

	Friday
11th December
	1:30pm
	P4 Christmas Party
	P4 pupils

	Monday
14th December
	1:30pm
	P6 Christmas Party
	P6 pupils

	Tuesday
15th December
	1:30pm
	P2 Christmas Party
(including P2s from P2/3)
	P2 pupils

	Wednesday
16th December
	1:30pm
	P7 Christmas Party
	P7 pupils

	Thursday
17th December
	1:30pm
	P1 Christmas Party
	P1 pupils

	Friday
18th December
	2:30pm
	School Closes early for Christmas Holidays

Dress Down Day (pupils can come to school in casual or Christmassy clothes)
	Full School



A bumper newsletter for term 1 but we hope this information helps you to plan out the next two terms; enabling you to feel fully involved in school life and able to comfortably support your young person. Session 2026-27 is definitely underway!

Kind Regards
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Mrs Jennifer Martin 
Head Teacher
Lainshaw Primary School and Early Childhood Centre
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