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April 2025 Newsletter 
As we draw closer to the end of another term I wanted to take this opportunity to again thank you all sincerely for all of your support.
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· Monday 7th April – Thursday 17th April (inclusive)
Centre closed for all term time children (Children who attend 9-3)
· Friday 11th April
Playroom 1 (3-5’s) Easter Stay & Play (48 weeks) please see Journals for times.

· Wednesday 16th April
Playroom 2 and 3 – Spring Stay & Play (Please see invitations and Journals for times.)
· Friday 18th April and Monday 21st April
Centre closed for all children
· Tuesday 22nd April
Centre re-opens for all children.
· Wednesday 23rd April
Playroom 1 (3-5’s) Easter Stay & Play (Term Time) please see Journals for times.
· Friday 25th April
Playroom 2 & 3 Spring Stay & Play (Please see invitations and Journals for times.)
Monday 5th May
Centre is closed for all children for a Public Holiday

· Tuesday 6th May
Staff In-Service – centre closed to all children

· Thursday 8th May
Flowerbank Sports Day Fundraiser – Further information to be confirmed.

· Week of 26th May
3-5’s Parents Meetings – Appointment times to be confirmed.

· Wednesday 11th & Friday 13th June 
Term Time Pre-School Trips – Further information to be confirmed. 
· Wednesday 25th June
Pre-School Graduation – Details to be confirmed.
· Friday 27th June
Term time children finish for summer break (Children who attend 9-3)
Staff Update:
Rebecca will be returning from Maternity Leave on the 23rd April and will be based within Playroom 2 and 3, we are looking forward to welcoming Rebecca back.
Weather & Outdoor Clothing:
As your child is spending the majority of their session outdoors can we please ask that they are dressed in suitable clothing for the weather and also if you can bring a spare set of clothes to allow us to change them should this be required. As we are now in Spring and the weather is hopefully looking brighter, on sunny/warmer days please ensure that children have suncream applied before coming into the Centre, we will re-apply cream to any children who are in for full days. If your child has any allergies to certain creams please inform your child’s keyworker or a member of the Management Team.
Transition visits:

Transition visits from our catchment schools have started and we will keep parents updated when we have more details and dates.
ELC Applications for 25-26:
The first round of the application process is now closed and all applications and returner details have been emailed to our Central admissions team. This process can take some time as there are a high number of applications at all Centres, as soon as we have this information returned, we will issue letters to all parents/carers, informing them of their child’s placement for 2025-2026.
Learning Experiences
0-3’s:
We have taken part in a wide range of play experiences which have been informed by the children’s interest and age/stage of play. 
We have loved all of the sensory experiences that are on offer daily – from jelly, playdough, cereal, paints and other arts and crafts, water play and edible soil. 

Outdoors, the children have been developing their fine and gross motor skills through construction, arts and crafts, bicycles and scooters, early literacy and numeracy activities and with our climbing equipment. 
We have also spent time in the Star Room exploring heuristic and sensory play and had small group sessions focusing on language and communication. 
Our PEEP sessions started again and these have been better attended by our families, thank you. Linda will be back in around 12 weeks or so for another block of PEEP sessions. We will keep you all updated with more information. In the meantime, we would love to hear from you all about any suggestions to continue our Wednesday Group. 

We look forward to seeing you all at our upcoming events (
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3-5’s: 
So far this year, staff have been offering a wide variety of fun learning experiences that have been led by children’s interests.
Main Hall – We celebrated Robert Burns, Chinese New Year and enjoyed tasting different types of food. We have investigated environmental print as we had a focus on local shops within our community. One of the shops was the local pet shop where we were lucky enough to buy some little fish that now live at Flowerbank, we have been learning how to feed and care for them. As our area of interest moved onto dinosaurs, fossils and volcanos, we have discovered lots of learning around size, patterns and textures. One of our current interests is Traditional Stories, this week we have been reading Goldilocks and the Three Bears. 
Playroom – We have explored Fairytales, mythical creatures, castles & habitats. We have developed our ICT skills, using Google Street View to find our homes and other familiar buildings. We have taken part in a variety of interesting STEM activities including becoming Germ Busters. We are currently exploring Spring, minibeasts and flowers and we are planning to create our own Bug Hotel. We have started our weekly Weans in the Woods at Annanhill, we are having so much fun exploring and climbing trees.
Please look at your child’s Online Learning Journal to see all the experiences they taken part in. 
If you need your login reset, please let a member of the Management Team know.
Donations Welcome:

We are looking for donations of spare clothing if you have any of the following that your child no longer requires:

Leggings/Trousers – both boys and girls

Pants and socks – both boys and girls

T-shirts/Jumpers – both boys and girls
Can You Help?

We are running low on tissues and baby wipes, if you are able to donate any of these items it would be very much appreciated.

Champion Roles:
Our Champions continue to be proactive within their roles, here are some of the things they have been focusing on with the children:
Health & Wellbeing – We have had a busy few months as we have celebrated and taken part in FIT February, Wellbeing Wednesdays (yoga), World Happiness Day, World Sleep Day, Nutrition & Hydration Week and Stress Awareness Month (April). 
Outdoors – The 4 Outdoor Champions visited Craighead Country Nursery and came back with great ideas and enthusiasm. Staff are looking to tidy the Secret Garden and make plans for the space which will support learning for all children across the Centre, as this is the only natural green space used by all children.

The 4 staff are going to clear and tidy up the Secret Garden during the Easter Break on the 8th, 9th and 10th April and we will be looking for parent helpers to support with this task. Now that the weather is improving we have been back at Annanhill woods for “Weans in the Woods” which everyone is thoroughly enjoying. We have also been continuing with our Fire Pit sessions and even had the opportunity to create and cook our own pizzas.
Communication – Our champions have been continuing with their small group sessions with the focus within 0-3’s being - eye contact, use of single words and joining in others play. 
The 3-5’s are focussing on taking part in conversations, sharing experiences & feelings, and listening & talking in different situations. The children are thriving from these small focused sessions and staff have been able to track their individual progress. 
Intergenerational – We continue our regular visits to Liz Dean and Argyle House Care Homes. So far this year we have joined the residents to take part in FIT5 exercises, song & music sessions and some arts & crafts. We look forward to spending more time with the Grans and Grandpas.
Maths/Numeracy – Our champions have been working hard to set up and replenish our Maths and Numeracy home link bags. We will be launching these very soon so please keep an eye out for more details. 
Bookbug Questionnaire:
Thank you to those who have taken the time to complete our Questionnaire, the feedback from this will hopefully enable us to raise attendance to our Bookbug sessions. If you haven’t had the chance to complete the questionnaire then please use the link below, we always value feedback from parents/carers.

Bookbug Questionnaire March 2025
Please engage with your child’s online journal to see more of what your child has been learning and how you can support their individual learning journey.

We would like to take this opportunity to wish all the term time children a lovely Spring Break and also wish all children a very Happy Easter.
Thank you to all parents and carers for your continued support.

( 
From Margaret and all the Staff at Flowerbank ECC

[image: image2.jpg]



