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Flowerbank Early Childhood Centre

Newsletter

February / March 2019
Welcome to our February/March newsletter, the time has gone so quickly already since we returned in the New Year.
We seem to have many similar jackets and clothing items this term therefore can we ask that to save any confusion could you please put your child’s name on their coat/clothing to reduce any mix up or loss.
Up and Coming Holidays:

For our term time children the Centre will close on Friday 29th March 2019 and re-open on Monday 15 April 2019. The Centre will be closed to all children on Friday 19th April and Monday 22nd April for the Easter weekend.
Accessible Car Parking:
Can you please ensure that only blue badge holders use the accessible space at the front entrance of the Centre.   
Staff News:
We would like to welcome Andrea who started with us recently in Playroom 1 (3-5’s), Andrea is key person for the Yellow Group. We would also like to welcome Joanna who started on Wednesday 6th February and Joanna will also be based in Playroom 1 where she will cover staff’s time off the floor for paperwork. Susan has also joined us as a Support Practitioner based in Playroom 1.
Food for Thought:
We have recently purchased a variety of cooking utensils and planters to support our journey into increasing food education for the children. We will initially start by increasing the opportunities for the children to take part in simple food preparation experiences and we then plan to extend this invitation for parents/carers to come in and take part. We will keep you updated on our progress and plans and in the meantime if there are any parents/carers with any skills in either cooking or growing please speak to a member of the Management team.
Secret Garden:
We would like to thank the team from North Ayrshire criminal justice for making our new mud kitchen and planters. This has been a great addition to our secret garden and the children have already been out using the mud kitchen. We would also like to thank the kind donation of £300 from The Provincial Grand Royal Arch, Chapter of Ayrshire. This money will be going towards the development of our outdoor area.
Collection Times:
There have been occasions where children are being picked up later than their session time and that is having an impact on the centre as staff have time built into their day for preparation and evaluation of the day and also lunch. I understand there are times where parents may be late if an emergency has arisen but I would ask that on these occasions please call and let our office staff know. If any parent/carer is unsure of the session times for their child please speak to one of the Management team.
World Book Day:
World Book Day is on Wednesday 6th March this year and we will be having some activities around this event throughout the week. The staff in the 3-5 room are looking for any parents/carers/ grandparents or relatives to come in and read a story to the children on the morning or afternoon of the 7th March. If you wish to put your name down for this please speak to either Kirsty or the room senior Charne.  

Admissions:
Applications for Early Learning and Childcare placements will take place during the 2 weeks beginning Monday 25th February. If you have any queries regarding this please speak to myself or Carol.

CHIME:
We have Aileen Saunders from CHIME (children happy in music education) coming along to deliver some dance, drama and music sessions on 18th March for our children in Playroom 1 and then again on the afternoon of the 27th for our children and parents in our 2-3 room. We have previously had sessions from CHIME which were really popular and the children and staff thoroughly enjoyed taking part.
Childsmile:
Fluoride varnishing will take place on 19th and 22nd March. Please ensure you return your child’s completed form to the main office.
Photographer:
Smiley Stars will be in the Centre on 21st and 22nd March. Please let your child’s keyworker know if you don’t wish their photograph to be taken.
From Margaret and all the Staff at Flowerbank

