Phonics

Phonics – Elkonin Boxes

Word-building, reading and writing following
the Hi-five Hand below.

In school your child will be using Elkonin boxes
to investigate and record each sound/phoneme

.
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Use bottle lids or plastic bricks, plastic letters
or letter cards to have fun making words. A
list of words may be given home, but you can
use your own words too.
Read the word to your child then ask them to
say, make/break, blend, read and write each
word.
Your child is taught phonics at school to help them learn to
read and write words. Phonics is a method of teaching children
to read by linking sounds (phonemes) and the symbols that
represent them – (graphemes.)

in a word.
Ask your child to explain how they use Elkonin
boxes.
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Try splitting these words into sounds/
phonemes and fitting them into Elkonin boxes.
cup shark wing flash yesterday
house power window

night

cheese

Phonics – Diacritical Marking
.

In school your child will be using diacritical
marking to investigate and record each sound
/phoneme they hear in a word. They listen
carefully and say the words accurately.
Ask your child to explain how they use
diacritical marking.

*

Active Literacy- Phonemic Awareness,
Phonics + Reading and Spelling
In school your child learns to identify all 44 sounds we
use in spoken English: phonemic awareness. We also teach
the letter - sound correspondences of the alphabetic
code: phonics.
We can use our
phonics
knowledge to
decode: read

is the reverse of

We can use
our phonics
knowledge to
encode: spell
words.

Your child learns how to write the
letters (graphemes) as they are
taught each sound (phoneme).

*
*

Try using diacritical marking with the words below.
cup

shark wing flash night

stone

make please plate field bridge game
* The Active Literacy Programme uses these terms. A phoneme is
the smallest unit of sound in a word. Phonemes combine to make
syllables and words. Graphemes are written /printed letters that
represent the sounds in words. Phonemes can be made of 1 – 4
letter graphemes: ‘b’, ‘g’, ‘sh’ ‘ai’ ‘igh’ ‘dge’ ‘ough’ ‘aigh’.

c–a–t
= cat

For reading we teach blending:
sound out and blend the sounds all
through the word (decoding)

For spelling we teach segmenting:
say the word, sound out each of the
sounds to then match the letters we
need to write it (encoding)

chair =
ch – ai – r
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2+-letter graphemes – ‘Joined Phonemes’ *from Active Literacy Programme (in order they are taught)

Spelling Strategies

Reading

We teach spelling strategies. Using your phonics
knowledge is a good strategy to help spell words,

Reading can be broken into two main parts:
DECODING and COMPREHENSION.

but sometimes we don’t have the sounds /phonemes
to help us spell a word …yet.
Your child learns these strategies to help spell

Decoding is how we ‘lift the words off the page’ to be able
to read them. Comprehension is understanding the words.

common words e.g. where, does, always, or topic

But we also develop
comprehension by reading,

words e.g. postman, lighthouse.
To begin with, children will
have books to help them
learn to decode and become
fluent readers. Decoding is

watching and listening to a
range of other texts. This
helps develop vocabulary
and knowledge.

taught using phonics.

learning to read

Ask your child what strategy they would use
to help them remember to spell each word:
playground elephant

because said

shell

they

reading to learn.

What can you do to help?
Help your child develop their decoding and fluency skills by
listening to them read their ‘reading book’. If they stick at a
word, give praise for trying to ‘sound out’ the sounds in the
word. If still stuck, you can give the word.

What is phonics?
With phonics, children are taught to read by learning the phonemes (sounds) that
represent letters or groups of graphemes (letters).
Children can then begin to read words by learning how to blend sounds together.
Unlocking how the alphabetic code works means they can learn to decode any
word. For example, when taught the sounds /t/, /p/, /a/, /i/ and /s/, children can
read words such as it, is, tap, tip, pat, sip and sat by blending the sounds together
to make the word.
These words can also be broken down (segmented) into their phonemes for
spelling. For example, the word ‘sat’ has three phonemes, /s/, /a/ and /t/ which
children learn to write with the three letters ‘s’, ‘a’ and ‘t’ that they have learned.
They will also be taught to read words such as ‘once’, ‘was’ or ‘have’ – for which
they don’t yet have the phonics knowledge. They’ll build up a stock of these tricky
words that they can recognise straight away.

Say the sounds correctly. It’s important that the sounds are pronounced

Reading – how you can help at home
Reading aloud to your child, talking
about the words and pictures, and
sharing ideas about the book.
Reading yourself: Children who see
adults reading, and enjoying reading, are
much more likely to want to read
themselves.

Have a regular time for reading so
reading becomes a habit.

correctly, as they would sound in speech. Try not to add ‘uh’ to consonant sounds,
such as /t/ and /p/, as this makes it trickier to blend the sounds together into
words.

Link sounds and letters to make words. In school, children are taught to
link the phoneme (sound) and a written representation of that sound (grapheme).
Encourage your child to do the same when playing with fridge magnets in the
kitchen for example, or ‘writing’ when you are writing.

Make it fun! Simple games such as ‘I spy’ are great for helping to read, because
children have to listen to sounds. Say, “I spy, with my little eye, something that
begins with the sound ‘f-f-f’”. Look at the ‘football’ or the ‘fridge’. Make sure you
refer to the first sound e.g. ‘ch’ for chair.

Practise! Encourage your child to use their phonic knowledge when they are
practising their reading. Make sure that they look at each letter in turn, all
through each word. Encourage them to work out the sounds and then blend them
together to make the whole word. Praise them for trying to use all the letters -not
guessing from just the first letter or the picture.

Most importantly, talk with your child. Spend
time with them doing simple activities (cooking,
making something, building a model). As you
talk about what you’re doing, you are helping
them to learn new words. Later, when they see
words written down, they have already heard
them and know what they mean.

