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Study Skills



What do students need to be 
successful in Science? 

• regular homework & consolidation tasks

• reflecting on feedback to improve

• independent home learning using all 
available resources



What support is offered in school?

• Homework – varied and regular tasks issued

• Supported study

• ‘Open door policy’ - help and advice available   
from all subject teachers, doesn’t have to be your 
class teacher

• Assessments- regular and meaningful summative 
assessments across all 3 units and ongoing formative 
assessment in class

• Tracking – rigorous and regular monitoring of progress



Day Time Subject Level Room

Monday 8.00 – 8.35am Biology Higher S023

8.00 – 8.35am Chemistry Adv H S008

3.35 - 4.30pm Biology National 5 S028

3.35 – 4.30pm Physics All levels S013

Tuesday 8.00 – 8.35am Physics Higher S026

8.00 – 8.35am Chemistry National 5 S014

Wednesday 8.00 – 8.35am Biology Higher S009

8.00 – 8.35am Biology National 5 S023

8.00 – 8.35am Chemistry Higher S013

1.20 – 1.50pm Biology Adv H S028

Thursday 8.00 – 8.35am Biology National 5 S027

3.35 – 4.30pm Physics National 5 S026

Friday 8.00 – 8.35am Env Science Higher S013

8.00 – 8.35am Biology Higher S012

8.00 – 8.35am Biology National 5 S009

See Dr Telfer See Dr Telfer Physics Adv H S024



Assessment Dates

• You are given a week of notice, at least, of upcoming 
assessment dates

• Use this information to begin formulating a plan of how to 
best prepare for the assessment

• If you need help organising your study plan, speak to your 
class teacher



How can parents/carer offer 
support?

• Information is issued to parents/carers on your 
reports

• Your parents/carers can access homework and 
test dates consult on Satchel One

• Supported study dates were issued on the app

• Share your study plan and ask your parent/carer 
to check in and make sure it’s adhered to

• Share assessment and homework scores so they 
can support your progress



Course Structure
National 5 

3 units

Final exam with two
types of questions (MCQ
and structured)

Higher

3 units

Final exam with two
types of questions (MCQ
and structured)



Home Learning Resources



Independent Learning Study Skills

• Make study cards (CRAM)

• Make mind maps

• Create your own summary for each key area/unit

• Create a glossary of key terms

• Teach someone else

• Supported study

• Highlight key pieces of information in their notes

• Use SQA course support notes to consolidate their 
knowledge

• Show My Homework app

• Past paper practice

• Use online resources such as CRAM, Evans2Chem, 
Quizlet, Kahoot, Bitesize, Oronsay.



Mind Mapping



How many squares can you see?





How many circles can you see?





•Organised information is 
much easier to use and to 
access. This is where mind 
mapping comes in useful.



What is a Mind-Map?

• A mind map is a diagram used to visually 
organise information. A mind map is often 
created around a single concept, drawn as an 
image in the centre of a blank landscape page, 
to which associated ideas and information are 
then added.



• An effective mind map should present 
information in a clear, logical manner, and it 
should also help to illustrate links within a 
subject.

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=flipchart+paper&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=OsPIK25IWknH6M&tbnid=aV4LdXSlbOJ7bM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitelightdisplay.co.uk%2Fflip-chart-white-light-display-products%2Fa1-flipchart-paper-white-light-display-products.html&ei=nx0iUrmnJMKUhQflsoHQDA&bvm=bv.51495398,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNFghFOkOYdSfcpocxB4o1W7m0K0Lg&ust=1378053914257732


Mind Maps



Study Cards



What are Study Cards?

• Pupils select information from their notes or 
text and separate information on to study 
cards. 

• For example: 

• A term can be written on one side and the 
definition on the other.

• An even can be written on one side and the 
date it took place on the other.

• A word can be written on one side and its 
meaning on the other.

Q:  What type of 

white blood cell 

produces antibodies?

A:  Lymphocytes



Study Cards


