



Welcome!
A very warm welcome back to school after the summer holiday.  A very special welcome to all our new pupils in primary 1, 2, 4 and 7! I am sure we will have a very happy and productive year.

Our Values:

Happiness- Honesty- Respect-Kindness-Teamwork
Our Vision:



[image: image1.wmf]In an environment that is safe,

Where everyone feels valued and included,

Where everyone is healthy and active,

Where everyone feels nurtured, respected and are responsible,

And where we are all achieving.
Staff
This session we are delighted to welcome Mrs Fyffe to Primary 5. Mrs Fyffe is a newly qualified teacher and is supported and mentored by Mrs Allan. In the Communication Centre we welcome Miss Paterson. Congratulations to Miss Mair who was married over the summer and is now Mrs Brown! 
Class teachers are as follows:-
	P1
	Mrs Tweedie
	P1CC
	Mrs MacMillan

	P1/2
	Miss Finnigen
	P2CC
	Mrs Findlay

	P3
	Miss Campbell
	P2/3CC
	Mrs Duncan

	P3/4
	Mrs Kumar
	P3CC
	Mrs Brown

	P4
	Mrs Brown/Mrs Rands
	P3/4CC
	Mrs Wilson

	P5
	Mrs Fyffe/Mrs Allan
	P5/6CC
	Miss Paterson

	P6
	Mrs Edgar
	P6/5CC
	Mrs Scott

	P7
	Mrs Weidner
	P6/7CC
	Mrs Johnson


Management Team Mrs Gaitens Head teacher, Mrs Thomson Depute Head teacher and Mrs Allan Principal teacher.

Classroom assistants in mainstream Mrs Parker and Mrs Stirling are joined by Mrs Craigen. In the CC we have Mrs Duff, Mrs Hussain, Mrs Bruce, Mrs Hendrie, Miss Turnbull, Mrs McDade and Miss Hunter.
Home / School Communication
This session Mrs Thomson will oversee pastoral care for the children in the Communication Centre and Mrs Gaitens will oversee pastoral care for P1-7 mainstream. If you have any concerns or queries do not hesitate to contact us.

Please check your child’s bag for letters or homework every night. 

If you would like to receive newsletters etc. by email please advise Mrs Morgan of your email address. Her email address is paula.morgan@east-ayrshire.gov.uk.  If your email address changes remember to let us know so we can update our distribution list.

Our Facebook page will provide updates and reminders and our website will have documents etc. available.

Child Protection
Mrs Gaitens is the child protection coordinator. If you have any worries or concerns about any child you can pass them to Mrs Gaitens.

Additional Support for Learning

This year Mrs Wilson will undertake the role of Additional Support Needs coordinator. Mrs Rosa from EAST will be in school Monday mornings, Tuesday all day and Friday afternoons. 

Achievements 

The school promotes positive behaviour and hard work through a ticks and certificates system. Any member of staff can award ticks for behaviour that is exemplary. If a pupil received 50 ticks they achieve a certificate and house points. Certificates go from Bronze, Silver, Gold, and Platinum through to Diamond. There are 4 houses – Fleming, Burns, Livingstone and Wallace. Children are awarded house points for achieving certificates and also for other wider achievements out with the school. If your child achieves a medal or a certificate at a club for example, or even if they have learned a new skill like riding a bike with no stabilisers, they are encouraged to share this at assembly on Friday afternoons.
We also have a green and red token system whereby whole classes can win a token for good behaviour/manners. The class with the most green tokens wins a short extra playtime. 

Learner Conversations

Golden time on a Friday will be put to good use again this session when teachers will use the time to have and record individual conversations with pupils about their learning. We hope that 3 or 4 children from each class will have quality one to one time with their teacher each week and that will mean each child can expect a monthly meeting. The focus will be on “what is going well” and “what I need to do to improve”.

House Captains
This year we really tightened up the process for electing house captains. Our P7 pupils had to apply, make up campaign posters, attend interviews with support staff and present to teachers and house groups. We were delighted with the standard of applications and presentations. Successful candidates were as follows:

Burns House Captain Euan Auld and Vice-Captain Leah Kerr.
Livingstone House Captain Avah Cook and Vice-Captain Sean Howie.
Fleming House Captain Kayla McLaren and Vice-captain Robert Nolan.
Wallace House captain Kyla Stevenson and Vice-Captain Suraya Mayne.
Congratulations to all and I’m sure you will carry out your responsibilities very well indeed.
P7 Residential

The Primary 7 trip to Dumfries house will be on the week of 29th May 2018 Tuesday to Friday. 

Pupil Council

The pupil council will be appointed soon.

Sports Council
A group of P6 and 7 pupils have been identified to form a Sports Council with Mrs Allan. 

Junior Road Safety Officers.
Our JRSO’s for this year are Sean Howie and Leah Kerr from P7. We will appoint two pupils from P6 shortly.
Primary 6 Toothbrushing Monitors
We will soon be identifying volunteers from P6 to lead and supervise P1 toothbrushing.
ECO

We intend to form an ECO committee again this year.

Fairtrade

P7 will continue our Fairtrade journey working towards a level 3 award.

Walk a Mile

Almost all classes are now committed to the daily mile and class teachers report raised motivation, morale, attention and concentration and there are obvious undisputed health benefits. Keep it up! The government are giving every pupil who completes the daily mile this year a pedometer and water bottle.
STEM
George Burns, a STEM ambassador, will visit each class for a four week block. This term he will be starting with P7. They will be learning about house building and the electrics required at home. P6 are going to be planning and building bridges.
My Place Photography
Primary 7 have visited places of interest in Kilmarnock to take quirky photographs for the competition, they will be learning about the history of Kilmarnock and working towards a Heritage Hero Award.
John Muir Award
P6 and P7 pupils including the Communication Centre children will be undertaking a John Muir Award project by enhancing a bit of ground in the village for all to use. This will be a fantastic opportunity for learning outdoors and the other classes will hopefully benefit also.
Choir
Ms Donnelly will again be teaching voice to our school choir. They have dates in the diary.
Attendance
We have a high standard of attendance and hope to maintain it this year.  Absence is monitored weekly and you will be contacted if a pattern of absence emerges. Please alert the school office if your child is going to be absent before 9am.  The office number is 01563 521459. If a child is absent and no contact has been made by parents/carers we will text to remind you to contact the school.  Please ensure all your contact numbers are up to date and notify us immediately of any changes.

If a child has a sickness/ diarrhoea bug it is important that they are off school for 48 hours after the last episode of sickness/diarrhoea to prevent spread of infection. Holidays taken within term time are not authorised other than in certain circumstances. Your child’s attendance record will reflect any unauthorised holidays. 
School Lunches        
[image: image2.wmf]Margaret our school catering manager and her team prepare fresh meals daily on-site. There is a selection of hot meals, sandwiches, soup and desserts. Why not encourage your child to try our school lunches? Our school garden provides the kitchen with vegetables to use in the meals.  We’ve also had school grown apples in our apple crumble. On Wednesdays there is a lucky star hidden on one of the trays. The child who finds it gets a small gift. The new menu is in place now. Menus are displayed in the corridor for children and sample meals are displayed on coloured plates for children not yet able to read to help them choose a lunch.  Free school meals are provided for P1-3. Sandwiches are not an option for P1-3 but there is a good selection of meals and hot snacks for the children. 
Gym Kit / Clothes Labelling
Please ensure your child has a full labelled gym kit in a labelled bag which can be left in school. We ask that shoes worn outside are not used for gym.  Earrings and other jewellery must be removed for health and safety reasons. It is always a good idea if you intend to have your child’s ears pierced that you do so during the summer break in order that they can be removed during term time. 

Please label all your child’s clothing.  It is extremely difficult to identify a child’s belongings if they are not labelled.  The ‘Lost Property’ cupboard is just inside the main door.  If you child has lost something they should look there first.
Parents Meetings

Parents’ night will be on Thursday 12th October and will run from 3.30-8.30pm. 
Parent Council 
The parent council are holding a Halloween Disco for P1-3 and 4-7 on Thursday 26th October. Tickets £2. Parents will be in school on 24th, 25th and 26th October to sell tickets. The fundraising group intend to hold a Christmas Fayre and are meeting to start planning that on Thursday 28th September in the Church hall. All welcome.

The next full parent council meeting is on Thursday 2nd November at 7pm. 
 Health Promoting School
As we are a health promoting school we ask for your support with this by providing a healthy snack for your child. Please do not send fizzy drinks, sports drinks, or high caffeine/energy drinks. High caffeine drinks and fizzy drinks will be removed from your child until the end of the school day and they will be offered water.

Health and Safety

Can I remind you not to park on the yellow zig zag lines on Playingfield Road! I also request that you park in the Spar car park and not the school car park when dropping off and collecting children. The children are then able to enter the school grounds via the gate from the Spar car park.  Please encourage your child to cross with the crossing patrol officers.
Other Events
P7 will host a McMillan Coffee Afternoon on 29th September.
P6 are hosting a children’s Coffee Morning on 29th September to raise additional money for McMillan

P6 and P7 are involved in the Cross Country Event at Ayrshire Athletics Arena – training has started.
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Football Coach 
Mr Stephen Wilson will coach our football team again this year.  Trials will take place shortly.
Crosshouse Girls Football Team

Crosshouse girls’ football team are looking for new players. If you are age 8-9, we train at St Joseph’s Academy in Kilmarnock on a Wednesday night from 7 to 8pm.

If you are interested contact Jeff on 01563 531376

Shoe Box Appeal
We are supporting the church in their Shoe Box Appeal 2017, if you would like to donate items or fill a box please specify the age of the girl or boy. Some suggested items (all items must be new) Toothbrush and Toothpaste, Hat/scarf/gloves, Soap, Small Toy, Pens/pencils/sharpener, Notepads/Colouring books, Rulers/Rubbers. Donations need to be handed in to the school by Friday 29thSeptember.  If you require any further information please contact the school.
School Improvement plan
The main areas we are focusing on for improvement this year are:

1. Increased attainment in Literacy –  identified children at early level
2. Increased attainment in Numeracy – changing maths mindsets, improving mental maths ability
3. Increased attainment in both literacy and numeracy – ASN coordinator

Home Link Worker
We now have access to a home link worker Lesley Wilson. We are hoping Lesley will base herself at the school at some point in the week.
Parentzone
Why not visit http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/parentzone for lots of tips and advice.
If you have any comments or queries do not hesitate to contact me.
Kind regards,
Tina Gaitens, 
Head Teacher
Dates for your diary
Fri 29th September 

MacMillan Coffee Afternoon @ 1.45pm in Gym Hall
Fri 29th September

Donations for Shoe Box Appeal (date to be handed in by)
Mon 2nd October

Danger Detectives at Dean Park P7
Thurs 12th October

Harvest Service at Church 11am
Thurs 12th October

Parents Evening
Thurs 26th October

Parent council Halloween Disco in Church Hall

Fri 27th October

Halloween Parties

Mon 6th November

Dyslexia Awareness Week
Wed 8th November

Seasonal Flu Immunisations

Wed 6th December

Pantomime at the Palace Theatre AM
Thurs 14th December

Nativity

Fri 15th December

Nativity

Thurs 21st December

Christmas Service at Church 11am
Afterschool Clubs
Thurs 7th Sept

Afterschool Girls Football P1-P3



Afterschool Cross Country P6 P7 
Mon 11th

Afterschool Boxing P4 P5

Thurs 14th

Afterschool Girls Football P1-P3



Afterschool Cross Country P6 P7

Thurs 21st

Afterschool Girls Football P1-P3



Afterschool Cross Country P6 P7

Mon 25th

Afterschool Boxing P4 P5

Thurs 28th

Afterschool Cross Country P6 P7


Afterschool Girls Football P4-7

Mon 2nd October

Afterschool Boxing P4 P5

Thurs 5th

Afterschool Girls Football P4-7

Mon 9th 

Afterschool Boxing P4 P5

Thurs 12th

Afterschool Girls Football P4-7

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 2017-2018
Local Holiday



Fri
15 Sep 2017
Local Holiday



Mon
18 Sep 2017
Close



Fri
13 Oct 2017 @ 3.10pm

Teachers (In Service)

Mon
23 Oct 2017
Pupils return



Tue
24 Oct 2017
Close



Fri
22 Dec 2017 @ 2.30pm

Re-open



Mon
8 Jan 2018
Close



Fri
9 Feb 2018 @ 3.10pm
Teachers (In Service)

Thu
15 Feb 2018
Teachers (In Service)

Fri
16 Feb 2018
Pupils return



Mon
19 Feb 2018
Close 



Thurs
29 March 2018 @ 2.30pm
Re-open



Mon
16 Apr 2018
May Day



Mon
7 May 2018
Local Holiday


Fri
25 May 2018
Teachers (In Service)

Mon
28 May 2018
Close



Fri
29 Jun 2018 @ 1pm
