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Our Ref: JG/MM 

 

June 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 
Following the recent letter from the Head of Education in regard to pupil return in August, and her subsequent 

communication in regards to the return of all schools in the authority, we are pleased to share the proposed format 

for Catrine Primary School.  

We ask at this stage that all parents/carers please understand that the model is still subject to national ratification 

next week but has been approved by East Ayrshire Education Service in this interim stage.   

Firstly, we thank you for your amazing work with our pupils during this period of lockdown, and we are delighted 

to be sharing our plans for welcoming them back to school on a part-time basis as per national guidance.  In reaching 

our model, we have considered the safety and wellbeing of our pupils, staff and their families as we are so aware 

that this will be your prime concern.  

 

From August 2020 Catrine PS pupils will be split into two groups, with half of the pupils in on Mondays and 

Tuesdays (Group A) and the other half in school on Thursdays and Fridays (Group B).   

 

 Group A  Group B 

 Monday Tuesday Wed Thursday Friday 

Primary 

1/2 

 

Miss Burleigh 

Michelle 

8 pupils 

Miss Burleigh 

Michelle 

8 pupils 

 Miss Burleigh 

Michelle 

8 pupils 

Miss Burleigh 

Michelle 

8 pupils 

Primary 

2 

 

Miss McLean 

 

9 pupils 

Miss McLean 

 

9 pupils 

 Miss McLean 

 

9 pupils 

Miss McLean 

 

9 pupils 

Primary 

3 

 

Mrs Ferguson 

 

12 pupils 

Mrs Ferguson 

 

12 pupils 

 Mrs Cook 

 

11 pupils 

Mrs Cook 

 

11 pupils 

Primary 

4/5 

 

Miss Feigan 

 

10 pupils 

Miss Feigan 

 

10 pupils 

 Miss Feigan 

 

11 pupils 

Miss Feigan 

 

11 pupils 

Primary 

5/6 

 

Mrs McCaig 

 

9 pupils 

Mrs McCaig 

 

9 pupils 

 Mrs McCaig 

 

9 pupils 

Mrs Schendel 

 

9 pupils 

Primary 

6/7 

Mrs McKenna 

 

11 pupils 

Mrs McKenna 

 

11 pupils 

 Mrs McKenna 

 

10 pupils 

Mrs McKenna 

 

10 pupils 

 

 



You will be informed of which group your child/children are in by  

ParentPay email today. 
In addition to attendance patterns, we also know that parents/carers will have many questions, and we hope 

that some of these may be answered in some of the statements below, specific to our school:- 

 Pupils are in for two consecutive days each week 

 

 Brothers and sisters are in the same groups to help with childcare 

 

 Pupils are not in on Wednesdays to accommodate job share requirements and to allow teaching staff time 

to update the online teaching tasks to enhance our blended learning programme 
 

 Pupils are in their own classrooms with their own teachers – this will provide both groups with direct 

class teaching in a small group situation 
 

 Teachers can align online learning tasks with class teaching tasks 
 

 Lunches: all lunches will be eaten in the classroom.  Pupils may bring in their packed lunch from home 

and details will be confirmed soon about free school meals and our catering service 
 

 Please note: no child will be allowed to leave school for a home lunch 
 

 Pupils do not need to bring in a school bag or pencil case.  All pupils will be issued with an individual 

‘toolkit’, which contains all the resources they will need during the school day.  All pupils will also be 

issued with a ‘resource toolkit’ to keep at home, to use when completing their online learning tasks 
 

 There will be no PE lessons in our gym hall – we will spend lots of time outdoors taking part in outdoor 

learning challenges and activities so pupils should wear appropriate jackets and footwear 
 

 We would encourage our pupils to wear school uniform, if possible, to promote a sense of school 

community but this is not compulsory, and we appreciate that some parents/carers might have been 

unable to buy uniform items due to the ongoing circumstances 

 

 To avoid congestion at the school gates we have staggered the start and end of the school day:  

 P1/2, P3 and P5/6 – into school at 9.00am and leave school at 3.00pm 

 

 P2, P4/5 and P6/7 – into school at 9.10am and leave school at 3.10pm 
 

 Pupils should not arrive to school too early in the morning and once you have collected your child at the 

end of the school day it would be appreciated if you moved away from the gates/playground to allow the 

next set of pupils to leave safely 

 

 Due to our school layout, we are lucky to have three individual entrances and exits, toilets and 

playgrounds for our pupils  

 

 P1/2 and P2 – enter/exit via infant doors, use infant toilets and playground 

 

 P3 and P4/5 – enter/exit via main pupil doors, use middle school toilets and playground 

 

 P5/6 and P6/7 – enter/exit via fire door in senior playground, use upper school toilets and senior 

playground 

 



 We operate an Open Door Policy at Catrine PS, and want to continue to encourage you to speak to us 

about concerns and issues, so please phone the school and make an appointment to avoid congestion in 

our school office and main entrance 

 

We are also very aware that the proposed part-time pattern will not meet the needs of everyone, and it 

has been organised so that brothers and sisters are in school on the same day.  Due to space and pupil 

number constrictions, we are unable to change groupings or days for our pupils.  

A position has not yet been reached by the Scottish Government in regards to the provision of childcare 

for keyworkers for August, we therefore ask for your understanding that we cannot answer any questions 

on this matter until the position is declared nationally.  We would ask for your co-operation in bearing with 

us next week as we work our way through a likely increase in parental communications, as well as holding 

our new P1 and P7 Information sessions.  

Information on emergency childcare over the summer holiday has already been sent to all parents/carers 

who have been accessing this from March, as this childcare will change over the summer break, and 

parent/carers will require to re-register for the new service.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank every staff member at Catrine Primary School, and Catrine 

PS Parent Council, for their continued support, understanding, patience and positivity during the last 

few months.  It is very much appreciated. 

The pupils of Catrine PS and ECC are our priority, and, together, we will get back on track – for our 

children, for our families and our community.  

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 
 
J. Govans 

HEAD TEACHER 

 

 

 


